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THE PREFACE. 

WH E N I was firft called to the office 
of hiftoriographer to yohn Bully 
he expreffed himfelf to tliis purpof*e 2 Sir 
Humphry Pole/worth*^ t know you are a 
plain-dealer ; it is for that reafon 1 have 
chofen you for this important truji'^fpeak 
the truthy and fpare not. That I might 
fulfil thofe his honourable intentions, I 
obtained leave to repair to, and attend him 
in his moil fecret retirements ; and I put 
the journals of all tranfadions into a ftrong 
box, to be opened at a fitting occaflon, 
after the manner of the hifloriographers 
of fome eaftern monarchs : this 1 thought 
was the fafefl way; though I declare I was 
never afraid to be choped\ by my matter 
for telling of truth. It is from thofe jour- 
nals that my memoirs are compiled : there- 
fore let notpoileritya thoufand years hence 
look for truth in the voluminous annals of 
pedants, who are entirely ignorant of the 

* A member of parliament, there is a good deal in thii book, 
eminent for a certain cant in f A cant word of fir Hutn-^ 
bis converfation) of which fhrys. 

a 2 fecret 
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fecret Tprings of great actions ; if they do^ 
let me tell them they will be nebufed^. 

With incredible paint have I endea- 
voured to copy the feveral beauties of the 
•f ancient and modem hiftorians; the im- 
partial temper of /T^ti^/^/mx; the gravity y 
aufterity, and (bid morals o^ThucydideSy 
the extcnfive knowledge of Xenophofiy the 
fublimity and grandeur of Titus Lmus ; 
and to avoid the carelefs ftyle of Polybiusy 
I have borrowed confiderable ornaments 
from Dionyjius Halkarnajfeuszaidi Diodorus 
Siculus. The fpecious gUding of Tacitus I 
have endeavoured to fhun. Mariana^ Da- 
viky and Fra, Pauky are thofe amongft 
the moderns whom I thought mod worthy 
of imitation; but I cannot be fo difinge- 
nous, as not to own the infinite obliga- 
tions I have to the Pilgrims Progrdjs of 
'John Bunyatty and the Tenter Belfy oi the 
reverend Jofeph HalL 

From fuch encouragement and helps, 
it is eafy to guefs to what a d^ee of per- 
fection I might have brought this great 

* Another rant word, fig- face to tiis Hifltrj tf futtm 
nifying dtctivtd. Anne, 

f A parody on Bejtt*i prc- 

worky 



PREFACE. ▼. 

work, had it not been nipt in the bud by 
fome illiterate people in both houfes of par- 
liatnenty who envying the great iigure I 
was to make in future ages, under pre- 
tence of railing money for the war, have 
padlocked* all thofe veiy pens that were 
to celebrate the adions of their heroes, by 
filencing at once the whole univcriity d[ 
Grub-fireet, I am perfuaded that nothing 
but the profped of an approaching peace 
could have encouraged them to make fo 
bold a ftep. But fuffer me, in the name 
of the reft of the matriculates of that fa- 
mous university, to aik them fome plain 
queftions: Do they think that peace will 
bring along with it the golden age? Will 
there be never a dying fpeech of a traitor ? 
Are Cethegus and Catiline turned (o tame, 
that there will be no opportunity to cry 
about the ftreets, j^ dangerous plot f Will 
peace bring fuch plenty, that no gentle- 
man will have occafion to go upon the 
highway, or break into a houfe? I am 
forry, that the world fhould be fo much 
impofed upon by the dreams of ^ falfe 

* AA reftraining the liber- paiTed in 1712; and the peace 
ty of the prefs} ttt, which was of Vtrtcht^ concluded in 1 7 1 3. 

prophety 
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frophct^ as to imagine the Millennium is at 
hand. Grub-fireet / thou fruitful nurfcr y 
of towering genius's I How do I lament 
thy downfal? Thy ruin could never be 
meditated by any who meant well to eng- 
lijh liberty : no modern Lycaum will ever 
equal thy glory: whether in foft paftorals 
thou didfl {ing the flames of pampered 
apprentices and coy cook -maids; or 
mournful ditties of departing lovers; or if 
to Maeonian ftrains thou raifcdft thy voice, 
to record the ftratagems, the arduous ex- 
ploits, and the nodlurnal fcalade of needy 
heroes, the terror of your peaceful citizens, 
defcribing the powerful Betty or the artful 
Picklocky or the fecrct caverns and grotto*8 
oiVulcan fwcating at his forge, and (lamp- 
ing the queen's image on viler metals, 
which he retales for beef, and pots of ale: 
or if thou wert content in fimple narra- 
tive, to relate the cruel a^s of implacable 
revenge, or the complaints of ravilhed 
virgins blufliing to tell their adventures 
before the liftening crowd of city damfels ; 
whilft in thy faithful hiftory tnou inter- 
mingleft the graved counfels and the pur- 
efl morals. Nor lefs acute and piercing 

wert 
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wert thou in thy fearch ^nd pompous de. 
icnption of the works of nature ; whether 
m proper and emphatick terms thou didft 
pamt the blazing comet's £ery tail, the 
ftupendous force of dreadful thunder and 
earthquakes, and the unrelenting inunda. 
tions. Sometimes, with Macbiavelian fa. 
gacity, thou unravelledft intrigues of ftatc 
and the traiterous confpiracies of rebels' 
giving wife counfel to monarchs. How 
didft thou move our terror and our pity 
with thy paffionate fcenes between JacL 
C^tch and the heroes of the Old^Baih I 
How didft thou defcribe their intrepid 
inarch up HolbornMlU Nor didft thou 
fhme lefs m thy theological capacity, when 
thou gaveft ghoftly counfel to dying fe- 

fabbatl^break^^^^^ Hgw will the noble arts 
oijohn Overton s* painting and fculpture 
now langmfh I where rich invention, pro- 

titudes, and axtful contraft, heightened 

Iifhed thy celebrated pieces, to the delight 

f The engraver of tl,c cuts befer. the Gr,i.jr»i papm. 

and 
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and aftonifliment of the judicious multi- 
tude! Adieu, perfuafive eloquence! the 
quaint metaphor, the poignant irony, the 
proper epithet, and the lively fimile, are 
fled for ever ! Inftead of thefe, we fhall 
have, I know not what! — The illiterate will 
tell the reft with pleafure * / 

I hope, the reader will cxcufe this di- 
greflion, due by wav of condolence to my 
worthy brethren or Grub-ftreety for the 
approaching barbarity that is likely to 
overfpread all its regions, by this oppref- 
five and exorbitant tax. It has been my 
good fortune to receive my education 
there; and fo long as I preferved ibme 
figure and rank amongft the learned of 
that focicty, I fcorned to take my degree 
either at Utrecht or Leyden^ though I was 
offered it gratis by the profcflbrs in thofe 
wniverfities. 

* Vid. the preface to four us in its ftead— / hum not 

fermons by William Fltttwoid, what — Our ttumiis will tiU 

bifljop of St. Afaphy printed th* rift with fUafurt. This 

in 1712} where having dif- preface wts by order of the 

played the hiautiful and flea- Jictufe of commons burnt by 

/ff^prtf^^A which was opened the hangman ta Falatt-yard, 

by the war, he complains that ffyimi^tr, 
the fpirit of difcord had givea 

And 
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And now, that pofterity may not be 
ignorant in what age fo excellent a hiftory 
was written (which would otherwife, no 
doubt, be the fubjed: of its enquiries) I 
think it proper to inform the learned of 
future times, that it was compiled when 
Lewis the XlVth was king of France^ and 
Philip his grandibn of Spain ; when Eng- 
land and Holland^ in conjundion with die 
emperor and the alliesy entered into a war 
againft thefe two princes, which lafled ten 
years under the management of the duke 
of Marlborough^ and was put to a conclu- 
fion by the treaty of Utrecht under the 
miniftry of the earl of Oxford in the year 

Many at that time did imagine the hiftory of John 
Built and the perfonages mentioned in it» to be allegO' 
rical, which the author would never own. Notwich- 
ftanding ; to indulge the reader's fancy and curionty* 
I have printed at the bottom of the page the fuppofti 
alluHons of the moft obfcure parts of the ftory. 
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JOHN BULL. 

CHAP. I. 

'The occafion of the laiv-fttiL 

INE E D not tell you of the great quar- 
rels, that haVe happen'd in our neigh- 
bourhood fince the death of the late lord 
Strutt * ; how the parfon *, and a 3 cun- 
ning attorney, got him to fettle his eftate 
upon his coufin ^Philip Baboon to the great 
difappointment of his coufin J elquire 5(7/^/^. 
Some ftick not to fay, that the parfon and 
the attorney forged a will, for which they 
were well paid by the family of the B^- 

■ Charles II. of Spain died of the S^anijh monarchy upon 

Ivithout ifliie, and ♦ Phttip if Bourbon Duke of 

* Qird. Portocarero sind the jfnjtu, though bis right had 

• Marjhal ef Harceurtf em- by the moft Iblcmn renuncia- 
ployed, as is fuppofed, by the tions been barred in favour of 
Ntu/e of Bourbon, prevailed * the Archdukt CharUi »f 
upon him to make a will, by Ju/iria ; 



tvhich he fettled the fucceffion 
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2 THE HISTORY OF 

boons: let that be as it will, it is matter of 
fad, that the honour and eftate have con- 
tinued ever fince in the perfon of Philip 
Baboon, 

You know, that the lord Strutts have 
for many years been poflefi'd of a vcrygrcat 
landed euate, wcll>condition'd, wooded, 
watered, with coal, fait, tin, copper, iron, 
ftff. all within themfelvesj that it has 
been the misfortune of that family to be 
the property of their ftewards, tradefmen, 
and inferior fcrvants, which has brought 
great incumbrances upon them ; at the fame 
time, their not abating of their cxpenfive 
way of living has forced them to mortgage 
their bcfl manors : it is credibly reported, 
that the butchers and bakers bill of a lord 
Strutty that lived two hundred years ago, 
arc not yet paid. 

When Philip Baboon came firfl to the 
pofleflion of the lord Strutt's eflate, his 
tradefmen, as is ufual upon fuch occafions, 
waited upon him to wilh him joy and be- 
fpcak his cuflom: the two chief were 
* John Bull the clothier, and 7 Nic, Frog 

• the Englifl) and they were not able to prevent : 

' the Duteh congratulated but to difappoint the ambition 
/*i!iiVi|^mK>nifuccelUon,whkh of 

the 
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the linen-draper : They told him, that the 
BitUs and Frogs had ferv'd the lord Strutts 
with drapery- ware for many years; that 
they were honeft and fair dealers; that their 
bills had never been queftion'd; that the 
lord Strutts lived generoufly, arid never 
ufed to dirty their fingers with pen, ink, 
and counters; that his lordfhip might de-' 
pend upon their honefty ; that they would 
ufe him as kindly, as they had done his pre- 
deceilbrs. The young lord feem'd to take 
all in good part, and difmifs'd them with 
a deal of feerriing content, afliiring them 
he did not intend to change any of the ho- 
nourable maxims of his predeceflbrs. 

• CHAP. n. 

H<m Bull and Frog grew jealousj that the 
lord Strutt intended to give all his cujlom 
to his grandfather Lewis Baboon ' . 

IT happened unfortunately for the peace 
of our neighbourhood, that this young 
lord had an old cimning rogue, or (as the 
Scots call it) afalfe loon^ of a grandfather, 

\ Ltwtt tbt XIV» and hinder the French nation, vrhofe 

B 2 that 
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that one might juftly call a Jack of all 
trades * ; ibmetimes you would fee him be- 
hind his counter felling broad-cloth, fome-' 
times meafuring linen ; next day he would 
be dealing in mercery-^ware; high headsy 
ribbons, gloves, fans, and lace, he under- 
ilood to a nicety ; Charles Mather could 
not bubble a young beau better wkh a toy ; 
nay, he would dcTcend even to the felling 
of tape, oarters, and fhocbuckles : when 
fhop Mras mut up, he would go about the 
neighbourhood, and earn lialf a crown by 
teaching the young men and maids to 
dance. By thefe methods he had acquired 
immenfe riches^ which he ufcd to fquander 
5 away at back-fvvord, quarter -ftaft', and 
cudgel-play, in which he took great plea- 
fure, and challenged all the country. You 
will fay it is no wonder if Bull aftd Frog 
ftiould be jealous of this fellow. " It is 
" not impofliblc (fays Frog to Bull) but 
*• this old rogue will tako the manage* 

» fr§di and charaaer arc « nirc a rcafonablc fatisfac- 

thus dufaibedy and urbofe king <^ tion to the hoofe of Aujiria 

had a •< for its prctenfion* to the 

^Jinng di/pofitioH t9 war^ « Spafiijh fucccifion, and fiif- 



from becoming too potent, an «• ficicnft 
alliance wai formed to ^ pro* 
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^* ment of the young lord's bufincls intd 
<*^ his hands ; beddes the rafcal has good 
** ware, and will fcrve him as cheap as any 
<* body. In that cafe, I leave you to judge 
** what muft become of us and our fami- 
^* lies; we muft ftarv^, or turn joumey- 
^* men to old Lewis Baboon ; therefore, 
** neighbour, I hold it advifeable, that we 
** write to young lord Sirfitt tjp know the 
^* bottom of this matter. 

CHAP. IIL 

A copy of Rujl and Frog's letter to lord 
Strut?. 

MY LORD, 

ISuppofe your lordfhip knows, that the 
Bulls and the Frogs have ferved the 
lord Strutts with all forts of drapery-ware 
time out of mind : and whereas we are 
jealous, not without reafon, that your lord- 
fhip intends henceforth to buy of your 
grandiire old Lewis Baboon ; this is to in- 
form your lordfhip, that this proceeding 
does not fuit with the circumftances of our 
families, who have lived and made a good 
figure in the world by the gcnerofitv of 

B 3 the 
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the lord Strutts, Therefore we think fit 
to acquaint your lordilup, that you muft 
find iiiifident fecurity ^ to us, our heirs 
and afllgns, diat you will not employ 
Leans Baboon'y or elfe we will take our re- 
medy at Ztno, dap an adion upcxi you«of 
20,000/. for old debts, feize and diftrain 
your goods and chattels, which, confider- 
ing your lordfhip^s ciicumflances, will 
plunge you into difficulties, fi-om which 
it will not be eafy to extricate yourfelf ; 
therefore we hope, when yoxir lordfhip 
has better confidered on it, you will com- 
ply with the defire of 

Your loving fiiends, 

JOHN BULL, 
NIC. FROG. 

Some of Buils fiiends advifed him to 
take gender methods with the young lord ; 
but yobn naturally loved rough play. It 
is impoffible to exprefs the furprize of the 
lord Stnat upon the recdpt of this letter ; 

*** ftcuritj to England vaA "union of the two monar- 

•* Holland for tijeir domini- ** chies Franu and Spain. " 

« ons, navi^on, and com- Toefiedthefepurpofe$,queen 

*< meice, and to prevent the Ami was bjr 

2 he 
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he was not flufli in ready either to go to 
law, or clear old debts, neither could he 
find good bail : he offered to bring mat- 
ters to a friendly accommodation; and 
promis'd upon his word of honour, that 
he would not change his drapers ; but all 
to no purpofe, for Bull and Frog faw clear- 
ly that old Lewis would have the cheating 
of him. 

CHAP. IV. 

Haw Bull and Frog went to law with lord 
Strutt about the premifes^ and werejoynd 
by the reji of the tradefmen» 

ALL endeavours of accommodation 
between lord Strutt and his drapers 
prov'd vain; jealoufies increas'd, and in- 
deed it was rumoured abroad, that lord 
Strutt had belpoke his new liveries of old 
Lewis Baboon. This coming to Mrs Btill^s 
' ears, when John Bull came home, he 
found all his family in an uproar. Mrs. 
Bull you mufl know, was very apt to be 
cholerick. " You fot, fays fhe, you loiter 

' tit parliament precipitated Among her allies were 
into the war aa a principal. 

B 4 ** about 
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<' about ale-houfes and taverns, fpend your 
** time at billiards, ninepins, or puppet* 
^' fhows, or ilaunt about the (beets in 
" your new gilt chariot, never minding 
" me nor your numerous family. Don't 
" you hear how lord Strutt has bcfpolcQ 
" his liveries at Z/^w/jStf^tf<?«V (hop? Don't 
" you fee how that old fox ftcals away 
" your cuftomers, and turns you out of 
" your bufinefs every day, and you fit like 
" an idle drone with your hands in your 
** pockets? Fie upon'tl up man, rouze 
« thyfclf; I'll fell to my fhift, before I'll 
" be fo ufed by tliat knave." You muft 
think Mrs. Bull had been pretty well tun-r 
cd up by Frogy who chimed in with her 
learned harangue. No further delay now, 
but to council learned in the law they go„ 
who unanimoufly aflured them both of the 
jufticc and infallible fycccfs of their law- 
fuit, 

I told you before, that old Lewis Ba-r 
boon was a fort of&.yacli of all trades^ which 
rtadc the reft of the tradcfmcn jealous, aa 
well as Bull and Frog ; they hearing of the 
quarrel were glad of an opportunity of 
joining againft old Lewii ^ahooriy provided 

that 
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that 5«// and Fre^ would bear the charges 
of the fliit } even lying Ned^ * the chim- 
ney-fweeper of Sofooy^ and Tom 3 the Per- 
tugal Ax&xazii^ put in their claims; and 
the caufe was put into the hands of ♦ Hum^ 
phry Jtiocm the attorney. 

A declaration was drawn up to fhew 
" ThatBi!;<//and frog had undoubted right 
** by prefcription to b? drapers to the lord 
** Strutts'y that there were feveral old con- 
^* trads to that purpofe ; that Lewis Baboon 
** had taken up the trade of clothier and 
** draper, without ferving his time or pur- 
*' chafing his freedom } that he fold goods, 
** that were not marketable, without the 
" ftamp J that he himfelf was more fit for 
" a bully than a tradefman, and went about 
" through all th? country fairs challeng- 
" ing people to fight prizes, wreftling and 
" cudgel-play;" and abundance more to 
this purpofe, 

CHAP. 



• the Duki of Savcy and Marlicrou/h was appointed 
' the King of Portugal} and general in chief of the confc- 

♦ John Churchill Duke of derate army. 
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CHAP. V. 

72>e true charaSlers of John Bull, Nic. 
Frog, ^W Hocus. 

FOR the better underftanding the fol- 
lowing liiftory, the reader ought to 
know, that^^//, in the main, was an ho- 
ned plain-dealing fellow, cholerick, bold, 
and of a very unconftant temper ; he dread- 
ed not old Lems either at back-fword, 
fingle faulchion, or cudgel-play; but then 
he was very apt to quarrel with his beft 
friends, elpecially if tncy pretended to go- 
vern him: if you flatter'd him you might 
lead him like a child. JohrCs temper de- 
pended very much upon the air ; his fpi- 
rits rofe and fell with the weather-glafs. 
'John was quick, and undcrftood his bu- 
hnefs very well; but no man alive was 
more carelefs in looking into his accounts, 
or more cheated by partners, apprentices, 
and fcrvants. This was occadoned by his 
being a boon companion, loving his bot- 
tle and his diverfion; for, to fay truth, no 
man kept a better houfe than John^ nor 

ipent 
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Ipent his money more generoufly. By plain 
and fair dealing John had acquir'd fome 
plumbs, and might have kept them, had 
it not been for his unhappy law-fuit. 

Nic. Frog was a cunning fly whore- 
fon, quite the reverfe of John in many 
particulars; covetous, frugal ; minded do- 
meftic aifeirs j would pinch his belly to 
favc his pocket; never loft a farthing by 
carelefs fervants, or bad debtors. He did 
not care much for any fort of diverfions, 
except tricks of high german artifts, and 
leger-de-main : no man exceeded JVic. in 
tliefe ; yet it muft be owned, that JVic, 
was a fair dealer, and in that way acquired 
immenfe riches. 

Hocus was an old cunning attorney; 
and though this was the firft conflderable 
fuit, that ever he was engaged in, he fliew- 
cd himfelf luperior in addrefs to moft of 
his profeflion : he kept always good clerks, 
he loved money, was fmooth-tongued9 
gave good words, and feldom loft his tem- 
per: he was not worfe than an infidel, 
for he. provided plentifully for his femily ; 
but he loved himfelf better than them all: 
the neighbours reported, that he was hen- 
pecked ; 



It THE HISTORY OF 

pecked; which was impoflible by fuch a 
•jnild-fpiritcd woman> as his wife was. 

CHAP. VI. 

Of the various fuccefs of the law-fuit. 

LAW is a bottomlefs fit \ it is a cormo^ 
rant^ aharpy^ that devours everything, 
John Bull ^z& flatter'd by the lawyers, 
that his fuit would not laft above a year or 
two at moft; that before that time he 
would be in quiet poflcfllon of his bufi- 
ncfs : yet ten long years did Hocus fteer his 
caufe through all the tneanders of the law, 
and all the courts.. No fkill, no addrefs 
was wanting; and, to fay truth, John did 
not ftarve his cauie ; there wanted not 
yellow-boys to fee couniel, hire witneflcs, 
and bribe juries : lord Strutt was gene- 
rally caft, never had one verdid in his fa-r 
vour ; ' and John was promifed that the 
next, and the next, would be the final de^ 

' The war was carried on Spanijh dominiont in favour 

againil Franc* and Spain witl> of the houfe of AuftrtOy and 

f;i cat fucceft, and a peace an engagement that the fame 

might have been concluded perfon (hould never be king of 

ppon the pridciples of the al- Fratwt and Spain^ were not 

iiitnce} but a paitition of the now thought fu^^iient. 

termi-r 
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termiii^tioa; but alas! that final deter- 
minatioa and happy conclusion was like 
an inchanted iflaiid, the nearer yoinoLms 
to itj the further it Went from him: new 
trials upon new points flill arofe; new 
doubts^ new matters to be cleared; in 
fhort, lawyers fcldom part with fb good si 
caufe, till they have got the oyfler, and 
their clients the fhell. jfoin's ready mo- 
ney, book-debts, bonds, .mortgages, all 
went into the lawyers pockets J ihenyohn 
began to borrow money upon Bank-Jiock 
and Eaji-India bonds ; now and then a 
farm went to pot : at laft * it was thought 
a good expedient to fet up efquire South": 
title, to prove the mllforgdy and difjw^f^ 
fefs Philtp lord Sttutt at onee. Here again 
Was a new field for the lawyers, and the 
caufe grew more intricate than ever* 
yahn giew madder and madder j where- 
cver he met any of lord Strutis fervants, 
he tore off their cloaths : now and then 
you would fee them come home naked, 
without fhoes, (lockings, and linen. As 

* It was infifted, that the was a parliamentary declara- 
will in favour of PhUifi Was tion for continuing the war, 
contrary to treaty j and there till b« {bowM be dethroned. 

for 
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for old Lewis Baboon, he was reduced to 
his laft fhift, though he had as many as a- 
ny other: his children were reduced from 
rich filks to Doily fhifis, his fervants in 
rags, and bare-footed ; inflead of good 
viduals, they now lived upon neck-beef, 
and bullock's liver: in fhort, no-body 
got much by the matter, but the men of 
law. 

CHAP. VII. 

How'^ohn Bull wasfo mightily pleafed ivith 
hisfuccefs, that be was going to leave off 
his trade, and turn lawyer, 

IT is wifely obferved by a great philofb- 
pher, that habit is a fecond nature : 
this was verified in the cafe of John Bull, 
who, from an honefl and plain tradefman, 
had got fuch a haimt about the courts of 
juflice, and fuch a jargon of law-words, 
that he concluded himfelf as able a law- 
yer as any that pleaded at the bar, or fat 
on the bench : He was overheard one 
day talking to himfelf after this manner. 
" * How capricioufly does fate or chance 

» The manners and fcntl- extravagant and chimerical. 
ments of the nation became 

« difpofc 
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" difpoie of mankind ? How feldom is that 
" buunefs allotted to a man, for which he 
*' is fitted by nature ? It is plain, I was in- 
** tended for a man of law: how did my 
*' guardians miftake my genius in placing 
*^ me, like a mean Have, behind a counter ? 
*^ Blefs me I what immenfe eftates thefe 
** fellows raife by the law ? Befides, it is 
" the profeflion of a gentleman. What 
" a pleafure is it to be vidorious in a 
" caufe ? to Iwagger at the bar ? What a 
** fool am I to druc^e any more in this 
" woollen trade ? for a lawyer I was born, 
" and a lawyer I will be ; one is never 
" too old to learn. " All this while yoi>n 
had conned over flich a catalogue of hard 
words, as were enough to conjure up the 
devil; thefe he ufed to babble indiffer- 
endy in all companies, cfpecially at cof- 
fee-houles ; {o that his neighbour tradef- 
men began to fhuh his company as a mail 
that was cracked. Inftead of the affeirs of 
Blackwell-hally and price of broad cloath, 
wool and bayfes, he talks of nothing but 
aSHms upon the cafe^ returns^ capias y alias 
capiasy demurrer Sy venire faciaSy replevinsy 
fuperfedeas Sy certiorari Sy writs of error, 

aBions 
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oEliom mf trtroer and converfimy trejpajfeii 
precipes and dedimus. Thu was matter of 
jeft to die learned in law ; however, Hocus ^ 
and the reft of the tribe, encourag'd John 
in his fancy) afliiring him, that he had a 
great genius for law; that theyqueftion*d 
not, but in time he might raife money 
enough by it to reimburfe him all his 
charges; that if he fhidied, he would 
undoubtedly arrive to the dignity of a 
lord chief juftice^ t as for the advice of 
honeft ^ends and neighbours, John def- 
pifed it; he look'd upon them as fellows 
of a low genius, poor groveling mecha- 
nicks; J^ reckoned it more honour tt> 
have got one ^votirable verdid^ than to 
have fold a bale of broad-doth. As for 
Nic. Frog^ to fiiy the truth, he was more 
prudent; for though he followed his law* 
fuit clofelv, he negleded not his ordinary 
buiinefs, but was both in court and in hit 
(hop at the proper hours. 

f Hold the balance of power. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Hffw John difccFueredy that Hocus had an 
intrigue with his wife\ and what fol- 
Iffwed thereupon* 

JOHN had not run on a madding (o 
long, had it not been for an extrava- 
gant bitch of a wife, whom Hocus per- 
ceiving John to be fond of, was refolved 
to win over to his fide. It is a true fay- 
ing, that the laft man of the parijh, that 
htffws of his cuchldonty is himfelf It was 
obferved by all the neighbourhood, that 
Hocus had dealings with Johns wife ' , that 
were not fo much for his honour; but 
this was perceived hyjohn a little too late : 
fhe was a luxurious jade, loved fplendid 
equipages, plays, treats and balls, differ- 
ing very much from the fober manners of 
her anceflors, and by no means fit for a 
tradefmaii's wife. Hocus fed her extra- 
vagancy (what was fHU more fhamefiil) 
with Johns own money. Every body faid, 
that Hocus had a month's mind to her bo^ 

I And it was belicvedli that the general tampered with the 
parliament, 

C dys 
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dy ; be that as it will, it is matter of fatS:, 
that upon all occaflons ihe run out extra- 
vagandy on the praife of Hocus. When 
yohn uted to be fmding fault with his bills, 
(he ufed to reproach him as imgratefiil 
to his greateft benefador ; one that had 
taken fo much pains in his law-fiiit, and 
retrieved his family from the oppreflion of 
old Lewis BcAoon. A good fwinging fum of 
yohns readied cafh went towards building 
of Hocus s country-houfe *. This ai&ir be- 
tween Hocm and Mrs. Bull was now fo o- 
pen, that all the world were fcandalized at 
it ; yohn was not fo clod-pated, but at laft 
he took the hint. ' The parfon of the pa- 
rifli preaching one day with more z^ than 
fenfe againft adultery ♦ , Mrs. Bull told her 
hufband, that he was a very uncivil fellow 
to ufe fuch coarfe language before people 

* who fettled upon him the pular rcfiftance of regal aiitho- 
manor of Wtodjlock^ and af- rity. 

terwards entailed that, with * The houfe of commons 

5000 /. ftr amum, payable voted thi* fermon a libel on 

out of the Poft-ofSce, to def- her majeily and her govem- 

cend with his honours ; over ment, the revolution, the pro- 

and above this an immenfe teftant fucceflion, and the par- 

fum was expended in build- liament ; they impeached him 

in^ Blttthtim Houfe. About of high crimes and mifde- 

this time ( Nw. 6, 1 709) meanours } be was filenced for 

* Dr. Henty Sachtvtrel three years, and the fermon 
preached a fermon againft po- burnt by the hangman. 

of 
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6( condition j that Hocus was of the fame 
mind ; and that they would Join to have 
him turned out of his living forufing per- 
fonal refledions. How do you mean, fays 
yohfty by perfonal reflexions ? I hope in 
God, wife> he did not refledl upon you ? 
" No thank God, my reputation is too well 
" eftablifhed in the world to receive any 
" hurt from fucih a foul-mouthed fcoun- 
" drel as he j his dodrine tends only to 
" make hufbands tyrants, and wives flaves ; 
" muft we be (hut up, and hufbands left 
** to their liberty ? Very pretty indeed! 
" a wife muft never go abroad with a Pla- 
** tonick to fee a play or a ball ; fhe muft 
" never ftir without her huft)and ; nor 
" walk in Spring-garden with a coufin. 
" I do fay, hufband, and I will ftand by it, 
" that without the innocent freedoms of 
" life, matrimony would be a moft into- 
** lerable ftate ; and that a wife's virtue 
*' ought to be the refult of her own rea- 
** fon, and not of her hufband's govern- 
** ment ; for my part, I would fcorn a 
** huft)and that would be jealous, if he 
<* faw a fellow a-bed with me 5/* All 

* Thefe proceedings caufed a great ferment in the nation. 

C 2 this 
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this while yobn% blood boiled in his veins : 
He was now confirmed in all his fulpi- 
cions ; jade, bitch, and whore were the beft 
words, that John ^ve her ^. Things went 
ixovci better to worfe, till Mrs. J?//// aimed a 
1 knife at Johrty though John threw a bottle 
* at her head very brutally indeed 9 : and 
after this, there was nothing but confiifion : 
bottles, glaflcs, fpoons, plates,knives, forks, 
and difhes Hew about like duft ; the refult 
of which was, that,'® Mrs. jB^/// received a 
bruife in her right fide, of which fhe died 
half a year after. The bruife impoflhuma- 
ted, and afterwards turned to a ftinking 
ulcer, which made every body ftiy to come 
near her; yet flie wanted not the help of 
many able phyficians, who attended very 
diligently, and did what men of fkill could 
do : but all to no purpofe, for her con- 
dition was now quite delperate, all regu- 
lar phyficians, and her neareft relations, 
having given her over. 

* The bouTe complained of > The confufion every day 

being aj'perftd and vilified i enaeafed : the whig or low 

opprobrious terms were ufed by church party in the houfe of 

both parties, and one had re- commons began to decline; 

couWe to after much contention and de- 

"> military pffwify becaufe it bate 

was aflaulted by the other widi ' ' the Parliament was pro- 

' tumult and riet, rogucd. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

H(m fome quacks undertook to cure Mrs* 
Bull of her ulcer ». 

THERE is nothing fo impoffible in 
nature, but mountebanks will un- 
dertake ; nothing fo incredible, but they 
will affirm: Mrs. BuWs condition was 
looked upon as delperate by all the men 
of art ; but there were thofe, that bragged 
they had an infallible ointment and plai- 
fter, which being applied to the fore, 
would cure it in a few days; at the fame 
time they would give her a pill, that would 
purge off all her bad humours, fweeten 
her blood, and redify her difturbed ima- 
gination. In {pite of all applications, the 
patient grew worfe every day ; fhe flunk 
?b, no body durft come within a ftone's 
throw of her, except thofe quacks who 
attended her clofe, and apprehended no 
danger. If one afked them, how Mrs. 
Bull did? Better and better, faid they; 
the parts heal, and her conftitution mends ; 

' and notwithftanding ma- ticularly fome difficulties ftart- 
ny attempts to prolong it> par- ed by the Lord 

C3 if 
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if flie fubmits to our government, flie will 
be abroad in a little time. Nay, it is re- 
ported, that they wrote to her friends in 
the country, that fhe fhould dance a jigg 
next OSiober in TVeftminJler-Hally and 
that her illnefs had been chiefly owing 
to bad phyficians. At laft ^, one of them 
was fent for in great hafte, his patient 
grew worfe and worfe: when he came, 
he affirmed that it was a grofs miftake, 
and that fhe was never in a fairer way : 
Bring hither the falve, fays he, and give 
her a plentifiil draught of my cordial. 
As he was applying his ointments, and 
adminiftring the cordial, the patient gave 
up the ghoft, to the great confufion of 
the quack, and the great joy of Bull and 
his friends. The quack flung away out 
of the houfe in great diforder, and fwore 
there was foul play, for he was fure his 
medicines were infallible. Mrs. Bull hay- 
ing died without any figns of repen- 
tance or devotion, the clergy would hard- 
ly allow her a chriftian burial. The re- 
lations had once refblved to fue yohn for 
the murder, but confidering better of it^ 

' chancellor, it was diflbived on the 21 Sept. 17 10. 

and 
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and that fuch a trial would rip up old 
ibreS) and diicover things not fo much to 
the reputation of the deceafed, they dropt 
their defign. She left no will, only there 
was found in her ftrong box the follow- 
ing words wrote on a Scrip of paper, My 
curfe m John Bull, attd all my pofterity^ 
if ev^ they come to any compofiion with the 
Lord Strutt. 

She left him three daughters, whofe 3 
names were Polemiay Dtfcordia^ and U- 
furia. 

C H A P. X. 

Of John BuUVy^coW imfe-^ and the ^ good 
advice that Jhe gave him. 

JOHN quickly got the better of his 
grief, and feeing that neither his con- 
flitution, or the affairs of his family could 
permit him to live in an unmarried ftate, 
he refolved to get him another wife ; a 
coufin of his laft wife's was propofed, but 
yohn would have no more of die breed : 
in fhort, he wedded a fober country 

* War, fadion, and uAiiy. which was averfe to rite wat, 

* The new parliament, made 

C 4 gentle- 
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gentlewoman, of a good family, and a 
plentiful fortune, the reverfe of the other 
in her temper; not but that (he loved 
money, for fhe was faving, and applied 
her fortune to pay jfobns clamorous debts, 
that the imfrugal methods of his laft wife, 
and this ruinous law-fuit, had brought 
him into. One day, as fhe had got her 
hufband in a good humour, fhe talked 
to him after the following manner. * "My 
**dear, fince I have been your wife, I 
** have obferved great abules and difbrders 
** in your family ; your lervants are mu- 
** tinous and quarrelfome, and cheat you 
mofl abominably; your cook-maid is 
in a combination with your butcher, 
poulterer, and fifhmonger : your butler 
** purloins your liquor, and the brewer 
fells your hogwam ; your baker cheats 
both in weight and in tale; even your 
" milk-woman and your nurfery-maid 
" have a fellow-feeling; your taylor, in- 
" flead of fhreads, cabages whole yards 
" of cloath J befides, leaving fuch long 

« a reprefentation of the vidualling and doathing the 
mifmanagement in the feveral navy and army } 
offices, particularly thofe for 

" fcores, 
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** fcores, and not going to market with 
" ready money, forces us to take baid ware 
** of the tradefmen at their own price. 
" You have not pofted your books thefe 
** ten years ; how is it poflible for a man of 
** bufinefs to keep his affairs even in the 
** world at this rate ? Pray God this Hocus 
" be honeft : would to God you would 
" look over his bills, and fee how matters 
** fiand between Frog and you 3 : prodi- 
" gious fums are {pent in this law-fuit, and 
** more mufl: be borrowed of fcriveners and 
ufurcrs at heavy intereft. BejQdes, my 
dear, let me beg of you to lay afide that 
wild projed of leaving your bufinefs to 
*' turn lawyer, for which, let me tell you, 
<* nature never defigned you. Believe me, 
** thefe rogues do but flatter, that they 
" may pick your pocket ; obferve what 
** a parcel of hungry ragged fellows live 
« byyourcaufe j to be fure they will never 
" make an end on't ; I forefee this haunt, 
•* you have got about the courts, will 
*< one day or another bring your femily 
** to beggary. Confider, my dear, how 
** indecent it is to abandon your flwp, 

' and of the fums that had been expended on the war, 

I " and 



it 



26 THE HISTORY OF 

" and follow pettifoggers ; the habit is 
" fo ftrong upon you, that there is hardly 
•* a plea between two country efquires 
" about a barren acre upon a common, 
** but you draw your felf in as bail, fure- 
** ty or foUicitor +." John heard her all 
this while with patience, till fhc pricked 
his maggot, and touched him in the ten- 
der point ; then he broke out into a vio- 
lent paflion, " What I not fit for a law- 
" yer ! let me tell you, my clodpated re- 
" lations fpoiled the greateft genius in the 
** world, when they bred me a mecha- 
" nick. Lord Strutt, and his old rogue 
" of a grandfire, have found to their 
" coft, that I can manage a law fuit as 
** well as another." " I don't deny what 
" you fay, reply 'd Mrs. Bully nor do I 
" call in queftion your parts ; but, I fay, 
" it does not fuit with your circum- 
" fiances : you and your predeceflbrs 
** Iiave lived in good reputation among 
" your neighbours by this fame cloathing- 
<* trade, and it were madnefs to leave it 
•* off. Bcfides, there are few that know 
" all the tricks and cheats of th^fe law- 

* which was however ftill a favorite with the people, 

" yersj 
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* yers ; does not your own experience 

* teach you, how they have drawn you 

* on from one term to another, and how 

* you have danced the round of all the 

* courts, ftill flattering you w^th a final 

* iflue, and, for aught I can fee, your 
' caufe is not a bit clearer than it was 

* feven years ago." I will be danm'd, 

* fays John^ if I accept of any compo- 

* iition from Strutt or his grandfather ; 

* I'll rather wheel about the ftreets an 

* engine to grind knives and fciflars ; 

* however, Til take your advice, and look 
^ over my accprnpts," 

CHAP. XL 

Hcfw. John koKd over his attorneys Ml, 

WHEN John firft brought out the 
bills, the furprize of all the family 
was unexpreflible at th? prodigious di- 
menfions of them ; they would have 
meafut-ed with the beft bale of cloth in 
Johns fhop. Fees to judges, puny judges, 
clerks, prothonotaries, philizers, chirogra- 
phers, under-clerks, proclamators, council, 
witnefles, jury-men, marfhals, tipftaffs, 

cryers. 
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crycTS, porters ; for enrollings, exemplifi- 
cations, bailS) vouchers, returns, caveats, 
examinations, filings of writs, entries, de- 
clarations, replications, recordats, nolipro- 
fequts, certiorari s^ mittimuiSy demurrers, 
fpecial verdifts, informations, y^-zW^ajj, 
juperfedeasy habeas corpus ^ coach-hire, treat- 
ing of witnefles, ^c, " Verily, {z^^yohn^ 
** there are a prodigious number of leam- 
** ed words in this law ; what a pretty 
" fcience it is I " " Ay I but hulband, you 
" have paid for every lyllable and letter of 
** thefe fine words ; blefs me, what im- 
" menfe fums are at the bottom of the 
" accompt ! " John fpent feveral weeks in 
looking over his bills, and by comparing 
and ftating his accompts he difcovered, 
that, befides the extravagance of every ar- 
ticle, he had been egregioufly cheated; 
that he had paid for council that were ne- 
ver fee*d, for writs that were never drawn, 
for dinners that were never drefled, and 
journeys that were never made: In {hort, 
that the tradefinen, lawyers, and Frog^ had 
agreed to throw the burden of the law-fuit 
upon his fhoulders, 
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CHAP. XIL 

How John grew angry, and refohed to ac- 
cept a compofition * ; and what methods 
were praBifed fy the lawyers for keeping 
him from it, 

WELL might the learned Daniel 
Burgefs fay, that a law-fuit is afuit 
for life. He that fows his grain upon mar- 
ble, will have many a hungry belly before 
harveft. This John felt by woeful experi- 
ence. Johns caufe was a good milch cow, 
and many a man fubfifted his family out 
of it. However John began to think it 
high time to look about him. He had a 
coufin in the country, one Sir * Roger Bold, 
whofe predeceflbrs had been bred up to 
the law, and knew as much of it as any 
body ; but having left off the profeflion 
for fome time, they took great pleafure in 
compounding law-fuits among their neigh- 
bours, for which they were the averuon 
of the gentlemen of the long robe, and at 

' when at length peace was £. of Oxford, who was made 

thought to be eligible upon treafurer in the flead of the 

more moderate terms, a treaty -Lord Gtdolphin, and there was 

was entered into by now not only a new parlia- 

* Robert Harltjt afterward jnent, but a new miniftry, 

perpe- 
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perpetual war with all the country attor- 
neys. J(hi put his caufe in Sir Roger's 
hands, defiring him to make the beft of it t 
the news had no fooner reached the ears 
of the lawyers, but they were all in an up- 
roar. They brought all the reft of me 
tradefmen upon yohn: 3 'Squire South 
iwore he was betrayed, that he would ftarve 
before he compounded ; Frog £iid he was 
highly wronged ; even lying Ned the chim- 
ney-weeper, and Tom the duftman com- 
plained, that their intereft was facri£ced. 
The lawyers, ibllicitors. Hocus, and his 
clerks, were all up in arms, at the news 
of the compofition3 ; they abus'd him 
and his wife moft fhamefuUy, "You filly, 
•* aukward, ill-bred, count^-fow, (quoth 
** one) have you no more manners tian to 
** rail at Hocus, that has faved that clod- 
<* pated numfkull'd ninny-hammer of 
" yours from ruin, and all his family? It 
** is well known, how he has rofe early 
" and fat up late to make him eafy, when 
** he was lotting .at every ale-houfe in 

' the meafure was>oppofed * the houre of commons 
by the allies and the gene- was cenfured as totally igno- 
nl' rantofbufinefi; 

" to\m« 
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" town. I knew his laft wife ; ilie was a 
** woman of breeding, good humour, and 
" complaifance ; knew how to live in the 
** world: as for you, you look like a 
" puppet moved by clock-work; your 
** cloaths hang upon you, as they were 
" upon tenter-hooks, and you come into 
" a room as you were going to fteal away 
"apifs-pot: get you gone into the coun- 
" try to look after your mother's poultry, 
" to milk the cows, chum the butter, and 
" drefs up nofegays for a holy-day, and 
" not meddle with naatters, which you 
** know no more of, than the lign-poft 
" before your door : it is well known, that 
" Hocus had an eflablifhed reputation; he 
" never iwore an oath, nor told a lie in 
" all his life ; he is grateful to his bene- 
" factors, faithful to his friends, liberal to 
" his dependants, and dutiful to his fupe- 
" periors; he values not your money more 
" than the duft under his feet, but he 
" hates to be abufed. Once for all, Mrs. 
Mynxy leave off talking oi Hocus , or I 
will pull out thofe faucer eyes of yours, 
" and make that readftreak country face 
** look as raw as an ox-cheek upon a but- 
4 " cher's 
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** Cher's ftall : lemember, I fay, that there 
« are pillories and ducking-flools." With 
this Bway they flung, leaving Mrs. Bui/ no 
time to reply. No flone was left untum'd 
to fright yolm from his compofition : 5 
ibmetimes they fpread reports at cofFee- 
houfes, that ydn and his wife were run 
mad ; that they intended to give up houfe, 
and make over all their emite to Lewis 
Baboon ; that John had been often heard 
talking to himfelf, and feen in the flreets 
without fhoes or flockings ; that he did 
nothing from morning till night but beat 
his fervants, after having been the befl ma- 
fter alive : as for his wife, fhe was a meer 
natural. Sometimes J^o^fez'fhoufc was befet 
with a whole regiment of attorney's clerks, 
baiMs, and bailiffs-followers, and other 
fmall retaina^ of the law, who threw 
ilones at his windows, and dirt at himfelf, 
as he went along the fhreet. When John 
complained of want of ready money to 
carry on his fuit, they advifed him to pawn 
his plate and jewels, and that ^frs. Bull 
fhould fell hex hnen and wearii^-cloaths. 

* and it was fittd, that the criiiccd to the aaibidoa of 
nation would at U^ be fa- France. 

CHAP. 
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CHAK xm. 

Mrs. Bull's vifidication of the indifpenlable 
duty of cuckolddm, incumbers upon 
wives in cafe of the tyranny ^ infidelity y 
or infujjciency of hufbands : being a full 
anfwer to the dodtor's fermon againfi 
adultery '. 

JOHN found dsiily frefh proofs of the 
infidelity and bad dejfigns of his deceafed 
wife; amongft other things, one day look- 
ing over his cabinet, he found the follow- 
ing paper. 

IT is evident that matrimony is founded 
upon an original contraB^ whereby the 
wife makes over the right flie has by the 
law of nature to the concubitus vagusy in 
favour of the hufband ; by which he ac- 
quires the property of all her pofterity. 
But then the obligation is mutual : and 
where the contrad is broken on one fide, 
it ceafes to bind on the other. Where 
there is a right, there muft be a power 

■ The torles reprefentatioA of the fpecchcs at SathevertPt 
trial. 

D to 
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to maintain it, and to pimifh the oiTend- 
ing party. This power I affirm to be that 
original right, or rather that indifpenfable 
duty of cuckoldom, lodged in all wives m 
the cafes above-mentioned. No wife is 
bound by any law, to which herfelf has 
not Contented : all occonomical govern- 
menc is lodged originally in the hu{b^ 
and wife, the exeaitive part being in the 
hufband; both have their privileges (e- 
cured to them by law and reafon : but will 
any man infer from the hufband^s being 
inverted with the executive power, that 
the wife is deprived of her fhare, and that 
which is the principal branch of it, the 
original right of cuckoldom ? And that (he 
has no remedy left, but preces et lacrymay 
or an appeal to a fupreme court of judi- 
cature? No lefs frivolous are the argu- 
ments, that are drawn from die general 
appellations and terms of hufband and 
wife. A hufband denotes feveral different 
forts of magiilracy, according to the u(ages 
and cuftooj^^ of*^ diffexent climates and 
coyntries. ' In Tome Eaflern nations it fig- 
nifies a tyrant, with the ablblute power of 
life and death : in Turkey it denotes an ar- 
bitrary 
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oitrary governor, with power of perpetual 
iriiprifonment : in Italy it gives the huf- 
band the power of poifdn and padlocks : 
in the countries of Ef^/andy Frdncsy and 
HoUandi it has a quite diiFerent meaning, 
implying a free and etjual government, fe- 
curing to the wife in certain (iafes the li- 
berty of cuckbldom, aiid the property of 
pin-moheyj and feparate maintenance. So 
that the arguments drawn from the terms 
of hufband and wife are fallacious, and by 
no means fit to fupport a tyrannical do- 
drine, as that of abfolute unlimited cha- 
fiity, arid conjiigal fidelity. 

The general exhortations to chaftity in 
wives are meant only fdr rules in ordinary 
cafes, but they naturally fuppofe three 
conditions of ability, juftice, and fidelity 
in the hufband : fuch an imlimitcd, un- 
conditioned fidelity in the wife could ne- 
ver be fuppofed by reafbnable men ; it 
{eems a refledion upon the ch— ch, to 
charge her with dodrines that countenance 
oppreflion. 

This do<arine of the original right of 
cuckoldom is congruous to the law of na- 
ture, which is fuperior to all human laws, 

P 2 and 
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and for that I dare appeal to all wives t 
it is much to the honour of our EngUJb 
wives, that they have never given up that 
fundamental point ; and that mough in for- 
mer ages they were muffled up in darkaeis 
and fuperftition, yet that notion feemed en* 
graven on their minds, and the impreffion 
{o Arong, that nothing could impair it> 

To a%rt the ille^ity of cuckoldonv 
upon any pretence whatfoever, were to caft 
odirms colours upon the married ftate, to 
blacken the neceflaiy means of perpetuat- 
iiig families : fuch laws can never be fiip-r 
poicd to have been dcfigned to defeat the 
very end of matrimony, the propagation 
of mankind. I call them neceftary means ; 
for in many cafes what other means arc 
left ? Such a dodrine wounds the honour 
of families ; unfettles the tides to king' 
doms, honours, and eflates ; for if the ac^ 
dons from which fuch fetde^knents Ipring 
were illegal, all that is built upon them 
muft be fo too : but the lail is abfurd^ 
therefore the firft muft be fo likewife. 
What is the caufe that Europe groans at 
prefent under the heavy load of a cruel and 
,eiqp€nfivc war, but the tyrannical aiftom 
1. -, - . of 
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of a certain nation, and the fcrupulous ni-^ 
Cctjr of a filly Queen, * in not exercifing 
diis indiipenfable duty of cuckoldam,% 
whereby die kingdom might have had an 
heir, and a controverted Tucceflion might 
have been avoided ? Thefe are the efiedts 
of the narrow maxims of your clergy, Tlbat 
one mufi not do evU^ that good inay come of it* 

The ailertors of this indefeauble ri^t,- 
and jus divimim of matrimony, do all in 
their hearts &vour gallants, and the pre-^ 
tenders to married women ; for if the true 
legal foundation of the married ftate be 
once fiipped, and inftead thereof tyrannir 
cal maxims introduced, what mu(l fdlow 
but elopements inflead of fecret and peace- 
able cuckoldom ? 

Prom all that has been faid, one may 
clearly perceive the abfiirdity of the de- 
fine or this (editious, difcontented, hot- 
headed, ungifted, unedifyirig preacher, af- 
ferting, That the grand fecurity of the ma^ 
trimonial Jiatey and the pillar upon which it 
flands^ is founded upon the mfes belief of an 
abfolute unconditional fidelity to the hufharuts 

* 7*he Queen of Ch. II. of out iifue the war broke out. ^ 
^^«, upon whofe death with- 

D \ bed: 
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bed: by which bold aflertion he ftrikes at 
the root, digs the foundation, and removes 
the bafis, upon which the happinefs of a 
married flate is built. As for his perfbnal 
reflections* I would gladly know who are 
thoie wanum whes he fpeaks of? who are 
thofe ladies of high iUtions, that he fb 
boldly traduces in his fermon? It is pret- 
ty plain, who theie afperiions areaimoi at, 
for which he defcrves the pillory or ibme- 
thing worfe. 

In confirmation of this dodrine of the 
indifpeniable duty of cuckoldom, I could 
bring the example of the wifeft wives in 
all ages, whq by thefe means have pre- 
ferv^ their hufband-s families from ruin 
and oblivion by want of pofterity; but 
what has been faid, is a fuflicient ground 
for punifhing this pragmatical parfon* 

CHAP. XIV, 

Tie two great parties of whesy the * Dc- 
vpto's and the Hitts. 

npHE dodrine of unlimited chaltity 
-*• and fidelity in wives was univerial- 

1 Thofe who were for and against tl^e do^tw of nvHreffftant^t. 
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ly efpoufed by all hufbands ; who went a- 
bout the country, and made the wives fign 
papers, fignifying their utter deteftation 
and abhorrence of Mrs, Bulls wicked do- 
ftrine of the* indifpenfable duty of cuckol- 
dom. Some yielded, others refuted to part 
with their native liberty; which gave rife 
to two gr^t parties afnongft the wives, the 
DevotQS2ii\dit\\tHitts. Though it muft be 
owned, the diftindtion was more nominal 
than real ; for the D&votos would abufc free- 
doms fometimes; and thofewho were di- 
ftinguiftied by the name oi HittSy were of- 
ten very honeft. At the fame time there 
came out an ingenious treatife with the 
title of good advice to hufbands j in which 
they are ccJunfellednot to truft too much to 
their wives owning the do£trine of unlimit- 
ed conjugal fidelity, and fo to negleA fe- 
mily duty, and a due watchfulnefs over the 
manners of their wives; that the greateft 
fecurity to hufbands was a vigorous confti- 
tution, good ufage of their wives,and keep- 
ing them from temptation : manyhulbands 
having been fufFerers by their trufting too 
much to general profeflions, as was exem- 
plified in the cafe of a fbolifh and negligent 

D 4 huiband, 
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huiband, who truftmg to the efficacy of 
this principle, was undone hy his wife*s e« 
lopement from him, 

CHAP. XV. 

An account of the conference between Mrs, 
Byll and Don Diego. 

THE lawyers, as their laft effort to 
put off the compofition, fent ' Don 
Diego to John, Don Diego was a very wor- 
thy gentleman, a friend to Joh?ij his mo- 
ther, and prefent wife ; and therefore fup- 
pofed to have Ibme influence over her: he 
had been ill ufed himfelf by Johns lawyers, 
but,becaufcof ibme* animontytofir,^^, 
was againfl the compofition ^ : the confe- 
rence between him ai)4 Mrs. Bidl wgs word 
for word as follows. 

Don Diego, Isitpoflible,coufin^i!^,that 
you can forget the honowable maxims of 

' Amongft otherobftades to ce«d him a* prindpil fecreUuy 

th treaty was the oppofition of of ftate. when he was removed 

the earl of Ntttitigham, a tory from that ojke in the year 

|ioblenun,whoh»d great influr 1704.. 

ence in the houfe of commons. 'Heexpoftulate^againftthe 

* The caufe of his animofi« peace with great warmth in 

ty, from which this condud it (he houfe, when the queen was 

fuppofed to proceed, was Mr. prefent itutg. 
JJatU/t bping cbofen to fu^^ 

the 
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the fbnily you are come of, and break your 
word with three of thehoacfteftbeft-^mean- 
jng perfons in the world, efquire Souihy 
Frogy and Hocusy that have facriiiced their 
interefls to yours ? It is bafe to take advan- 
tage of their iunplidty and creduHty, and 
leave them in the lyrch at laft. 

Mrs, Bull, I am lure they have left my fa- 
mily in a bad condition,we have hardly mo- 
ney to go to market ; and no-body will take 
our words for fix-pence. A very fine {park 
this efquire South! My hufband took him 
in, a dirty, fnotty-nofedboy; it was the 
bufinefs of half the fervants to attend him, 
* the rogue did bawland make fijcha noife : 
Sometimes he fell in the fire and burnt his 
&ce, fbmetimes broke his fhins clambering 
over the benches, often pifled a-bed, and 
always came in fo dirty, as if he had been 
dragged through the kennel at a boarding 
^opl. Helofthismoneyatchuck-farthing, 
fhuffle-cgp, and all fours; fold his books, 
pawned ms linen, which we were always 
forced to redeem. Then the whole genera- 
tioi^ of him are fo in love with bagpipes 

4 Something relating to the fuperftition, love of operiu, 
manners of a great prince, Ibows, &c. 

and 
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andpuppct-flicwsl I wifli you knew what 
my nufband has paid at the paftry-cook*s 
and confedioner*s for Naples bifcuit, tarts, 
cuftards, and fweet-meats. All this while 
XCiV huihand confidered him as a gentleman 
oi a good family, that had fallen into de« 
cay, gave him good education, and has 
iettled him in a good creditable way of 
living, having procured him by his inter- 
eft, one of die beft places of the country : 
and what return, think you, does this fine 
gendeman make us? He will hardly ^ve 
me or my hufband a good word, or a ci- 
vil expremon : 5 inftead of fir and madam 
(which, tho' I fay it, is ourdue) hecalls us 
goody and gaffer fuch-a-one : fays, he did us 
ia great deal of honour to board with us; hufFs 
and dings at fuch a rate, becaufe we will 
not fpend the little we have left to get him 
the tide and eflate of lord Strutt\ and then, 
forfboth, we fhall have the honour to be 
his woollen-drapers. Befides, efquire South 
will be efquire South ftill ; fickle, proud, and 
ungrateful. If he behaves himfelf fb, when 
he depends on us for his daily bread, can 

( Something relating to fofflM ^lul titlft, 

uny 



JOHN BULL. 41 

Iwiy man 6.V, what he will do when he it 
got above the world ? 

Z). Diego. And would you lofe the ho- 
nour of fo noble and generous an under- 
taking ? Would you rather accept thisfcan- 
dalous compofition, and truft that old 
rogue, Lewis Baboon P 

Mrs. Bui/, Look you, friend Diego, if we 
law it on, till Lewis turns honefl, I am afmd 
our credit will run low at Blackwell-halL 
I wifh every man had his own; but I ftill 
iay, that Iprd Strufis money fhinesas bright 
and chinks as well as eu^uire South* s. I 
don't know any other hold, that we tradef- 
men have of thefe great folks, but their in;? 
tereft; buy dear and fell cheap, and I'll war^ 
rant ye you will keep yourcuftomer. The 
worft is, that lord Strutt\s fervants have got 
iuch a haunt about that old rogue's (hop, 
that it will coft us many a firkin of ftrong 
beer to bring them back again; and the 
longer they are in a bad road, the harder 
it will be to get them out of it. 

D. Diego, But poor Brog, what has he, 

. 4one I On my confcience, if there be an ho- 

neft, fincere man in the world, it is that 

frog' 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Bifi, I dunk) I need not tell you 
how much Frog has been obliged to our 
^ £muly from his childhood; he carries 
his head high now, but he had never been 
the man he is, without our hdp. Ever 
fince the OMnmaicement (^ this law-iiiit 
it has been the bufinefs ofHccuSy in fharing 
our expences, to plead for Frcg, ** Poor 
** Frcg (fays he) is in hard drcumftances, 
" he has a numerous ^mily, and lives from 
'* hand to mouth ; his children don't eat 
a bit of good viduals froni one year's end 
to the other, but live upon fait hiring, 
" fbwre crud, and borecole; he does 1^ 
'' utmofl, poor fellow, to keep things even 
'* in the world, and has exerted himfelf 
" beyond his ability in this law-iiiit; but 
" he really has not wherewithal to go on. 
<< What ugnifies this hundred poimds? 
*^ place it upon yowr fide of the account; 
*^ it is ft great deal to poor Frt^, and 9- 
** trifle to you." This has been Hocuses cpn?- 
ilant langiiage, and I am fure he has had 
obli^tions enough to us to have afbed ano* 
therpwt, 

•On the other fide com- equal burden of the war, 
plaint was made of the un- 

/). Diego. 
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' i). Diego. "So doubt I^ocus meant all 
tliis for the beil, but he is a tender-heafted, 
dharitable man ; Frog is indeed in hatd dr- 
cumfknces. 

Mrs. Bull. Hard circumftancesi I iwear 
this is provoking to the laft degree 7. All 
the time of the law-fuit, as faft as I have 
mortgaged, Fr^j* has purchafed : from a 
plain tradefman with a ihop, wdtthoufe, 
and a country hutt with a dirty iij(h-p6nd 
at the end or it, he is now grown a vdry 
rich country gentleman, with a noble land- 
ed eftate, noble palaces, manors, parks, 
gardens, and farms, finer than any we were 
ever mafter of. Is it not ftrange, when my 
hulband difburfed great iums every term, 
Frog fhould be purchafing fome new farm 
or manor ? So that if this law-iliit lafts,he 
will be far the richeft man in his country. 
What is worfe than all this, he fteals away 
my cuftomets every day ; twelve of the 
richeft and the beft have left my fliop by 
his perfuafion, and whom, to my certain 
knowledge, he has under bonds never to re- 
turn again: judge you if this be neigh- 
bourly dealing. 

' and of the acquifitions of thefe debates the houfe touk in 
*ht Duith in Flamtrs: during confidcration 

D. Diego. 
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D,Diego. Frog\s indeed pretty dofe iii 
his dealings, but very honm: you are ib 
touchy, and take things ib hotly, I am 
{iiie there muft be fome miilake in this. 

Mrs. Bull A plaguy one indeed 1 Yoii 
know, and have often told me of it, how 
Hocusy and thofe rogues kept my hu(band 
John BuH drunk for five years together 
with punch and ftrong waters; I am iiire 
he never went one night fbber to bed, till 
they got him to fign the ftrangefl deed^ 
that ever you law in your life. Themethods 
they took to manage him I'll tell you an- 
other time ; at prefent I'll read only the 
writing. 

ARTICLES of AGREEMENT 
Setwixt JOHN BULL, Clothier, 
/zW NICHOLAS FROG» 
Linen - draper '. 

I. THAT for maintaining the ancient 
good correfpondence and friendfhip be- 
tween the faid parties, I Nicholas Frog 

* a treaty which had been the Qi,ieen and the States ia 
concluded by the lord 7«wii- 1709. for fecuring the proteft- 
/htnd af tht Hagut between ant fucceffion,and for fettling a 

do 
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xlo folemnly engage and promife to keep 
peace in ychn BulTs family; that neither 
his wife, children, nor fervants give him 
any trouble, difturbance, or moleftation 
whatfoever, but to oblige them all to do 
their duty quietly in their relpediye ftati- 
ons: and whereas the ^di John Bull, from 
the aflured confidence that he has in my 
friendfhip, has appointed me executor of 
his laft will arid teftament, and guardian 
to his children,! do undertake forme, my 
heirs and afUgns, to fee the fame duly exe- 
cuted and performed, and that it mall be 
unalterable in all its parts by John Bull, or 
any body elfe: for that purpcwfc it fhall be 
lawful and allowable for me to enter his 
houfe at any hour of the day or night; to 
break open bars, bolts, and doors, chefts of 
drawers, and ftrong boxes, in order to fe- 
cure the peace of my friend johnBuirsia,- 
mily, and to fee his will duly executed. 

IL In confideration of which kind neigh- 
bourly office of Nicholas Frog, in that he 

liarrier for Htlknd againft that lord 7«im^!Smi/ had no au- 
Franct. And it was refolved, thority to agree to them, and 
thatfeveral articles of this treaty that he and all thofe, who ad- 
were deftruAive to the trade vifed ratifying the treaty, were 
and iiitereft of Grtat Britain^ enemies to their country. 

has 
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lias been pleafed to accept of the afore^d 
truft, I John Bull having duly confidered, 
\ that my friend Nicholas Frog at this time 
lives in a marfhy foil and unwholefbme air, 
infefted with fogs and damps deftru£tive 
of the health of himfelf, wife, and children; 
dobindandobligeme, my heirs and afltgns, 
to purchafe for the faid Nicholas Frog, with 
the beft and readiefl of my cafh, bonds, 
mort^ges, goods, and chattels, a landed 
eftate, with parks, gardens, palaces, rivers, 
fields, and outlets, confifling of as large 
extent, as the iaiANicholas FrogOn2S!i. thidc 
fit. And whereas the faid Nicholas Frog is 
at prefent hemmed in too clofe by the 
grounds of Lewis Baboon, maflier of the 
fcience of defence, I the faid John Bull do 
oblige myfclf. With the readieft of my cafh, 
fo purchafe and enclofe the faid grounds, 
for as many fields and acres as the faicf 
Nicholas flmll think fit; to the intent that 
die faid Nicholas may have freeegrefs and 
rcgrefe, without Ictt or molefbtion, fiiit- 
able to thedemandsof himfelf and family. 

III. Furthermore, the faid John Buff 

obliges himfelf to make the country ne^- 

bours of Nicholas Frog allot a certain pait 

4 of 
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of yearly rents to pay for the repairs of the 
faid landed eftate, to the intent that his 
good friend Nicholas frogmic^ be eafed 
of ^ charges, 

IV. And whereas the idd Nicholas Frpg 
did contract with the deceafed lord Strutt 
about eertainliberties, privileges, andim- 
mpi^ities, formerly in die ppfleflion of the 
faid John Bull', I xht faid John BuU do 
ireely hy diefe prefents renounce, quit, and 
make over to the laid Nicholas^ the liber- 
ties, privileges, and immunities contraded 
/or, in ^s full a manner> as if they nwer 
h^d belonged to me. 

V. The faid John Bull obliges himfelf, 
his heirs and afligns, not to fell one rag of 
broad or coapfe ^Iqth to any gentleman 
within 4lie nojghfcourhood of die faid Ni~ 
cholMy except in fuch quantities and fuch 
rates, as the faid Nicholas {hsM 4:liink .£t. 

Signed .and fealed, 

JOHN 3ULL, 
NIC. ;FROG. 

The reading of this paper put "Mrs. Bull m 
fuch a paHion, that fhe fell downright in- 
to a ii^ and they were forced to give her 

. • E agood 
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a good quantity of the fpiritofhartfliortl 

before me recovered. 

jD.A^g-iJ.Whyinfuchapaflion, cou- 
fin? confidering your circumftances at that 
time, I don't think this fuch an unreafon- 
able contraa. You fee Frog, for all this, 
isreligiouflytrue to his bargain; hefcorns 
to hearken to any compofition without 
your privacy. 

M[s.BuII. You know the 9 contrary. 

Read that letter. 

[Reads the fuperfcription] For LemsBahooriy 
mafter of the noble fciencc of defence. 

SIR, 

IUnderftand, that you are at this time 
treating with my friend JohnBuHhout 
reftoring the lord Strutis cuftom, and be- 
fides allowing him certain privileges of 
parks and fifh-ponds ; I wonder how you, 
that are a man that knows the world, can 
talk with that fimple fellow. He has been 
my bubble thefe twenty years, and to my 
certain knowledge imdcrftands no more 

•In the meantime theD«/«* were fccretlynegocUting with 

ot 
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of his own affairs, than a child in fwad- 
ling cloaths. I know he has got a fort of 
a pragmatical filly jade of a wife, that pre-, 
tends to take hifti out of my hands : but 
you and ftie both will find yourfelves mif- 
taken j I'll find thofe that fiiall manage 
her ; and for him, he dares as well be 
JiangedajJ make one ftep in his affairs with- 
out my confent. If you will give me what 
you promifed him, I will make all tilings 
eafy, and ftop the deeds of ejedment a- 
gainft lord Strutt: if you will not, take 
what follows : I fhall have a good adion 
againft you, for pretending to rob me of 
my bubble. Take this warning from. 

Your loving friend, 

NIC. FROa 

I am told, coufin Diego^ you are one of 
thofe that have undertaken to manage me, 
and that you have faid you will carry a 
green bag yourfelf, rather than we lliall 
make an end of our law-fuit: I'll teach 
them and you too to manage. 

D, Diego. For God's fake, madam, why 
fo cholerick? I {ay this letter is fbmefor- 

E 2 gery, 
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gCT)' ; it never entered into the head of 
that honeft man, Nk. Frog, to do any fiich 
thii^. 

Mrs. Bull. I can't abide you : you have 
been railing thefe twenty years at efquiie 
South f Frog, and Hocusycal^g them rogues 
and pick-pockets, and now they are turned 
the honcfteft fellows in the world. What 
is the meaning of all this ? 

D. Diego. Pray tell me how you came 
to employ tlm {n Roger in yourafeirs, and 
not think of your old friend Diego? 

Mrs. Bull. So, fb, there it pinches. To 
tell you truth, I have employed fir Hoger 
in fcveral weighty affairs, and have found 
him trufly and honefl, and the poor man 
always fcorned to take a farthing of me. 
I have abundance that profefs great zeal, 
but they arc damnable greedy c^the pence. 
My hiifband and I are now in fuch cir- 
cumftances, that we mufl be ferved upon 
cheaper terms, than we have been. 

D, Diego. Well, coufin, liind I can do 
no good with you ; I am forry diat you 
will ruin yourfelf by ti^ingthis'fir Roger. 
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CHAP. XVL 

Haw the guardians ofthedeceafedMrs. Bull's 
three daughters came to John, and what 
advice they gave him ; wherein are briefly 
treated^ the charaSters of the three daugh- 
ters : aifo John Bull's anfioer to the three 
guardians '. 

I Told you in a former chapter, that Mrs. 
Bull^ before jfhe departed this life, had 
blefled John with tlirec daughters. I need 
not here repeat their names, neither would 
I willingly ufe any fcandalous reflections 
upon young ladies, whofe reputations ought 
to be very tenderly handled; but the cha- 
raders of thefe were fo well known in the 
jieighbourhood, that it is doing them no in- 
jury, to make a (liort defcription of thcm» 

* The cldeft was a termagant, imperious, 
prodigal, lewd, profligate wench, as ever 
breathed: flie ufed to rantipole about the 
houfe, pinch the children, kick the fervants, 
and torture the cats and the dogs ; flie 

• The debates in parliament were however flill continued. 

• Ftltmia^ War. 

E 3 would 
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would rob her father's ftrong box, for mo- 
ney to give the young fellows that ftie 
was fond of: fhe had a noble air, and 
fomething great in her mien, but fuch a 
noifome infcdlious breath, as threw all the 
icrvants that drefled her, into confum- 
ptions ; if fhe fmelt to the freftieft nofe- 
gay, it would (hrivel and wither as it had 
been blighted : fhe ufcd to come home in 
her cups, and break the china and the look- 
ing glafTes; and was of fuch an irregular 
temper, and fo entirely given up to her 
pafllon, that you might argue as well with 
the North wind, as with her ladyfhip : fo 
expend ve, that the income of three duke- 
doms was not enough to fupply her ex- 
travagance. Hocus loved her beft, believ- 
ing her to be his own, got upon the body 
oiy[n,Bull. 

3 The fecond daughter, born a yt2C[2£- 
ter her fifler, was a peevifh, froward, ill- 
conditioned creature as ever was, ugly as 
the devil, lean, haggard, pale, with faucer 
eyes, a fharp nofe, and hunch-backed: 
but adive,fprightly, and diligent about her 
^airs. Her ill complexion was occafioned 

* Difctrdif^ Fa£lioji; 

by 
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by her bad diet, which was coffee, morn- 
ing, noon,and night : fhe never refted quiet- 
ly a bed ; but ufed to difturb the whole 
family with fhrieking out in her dreams, 
and plague them next day with interpret- 
ing them, for fhe took them all forgofpel : 
{he would cry out murder, and difturb the 
whole neighbourhood J and when yohn 
jcamc running down ftairs to enquire what 
the matter was : nothing, forfooth, only 
her maid had ftuck a pin wrong in her 
gown: fhe turned away one fervant for 
putting too much oil in her fallad, and an- 
other for putting too little fait in her wa- 
ter-gruel ; but fuch, as by flattery had pro- 
cured her efteem, fhe would indulge in 
the greateft crime. Her father had two 
coachmen; when one was in the coach- 
box, if the coach fwung but the leaft to 
one lide, fhe ufed to fhriek fo loud^ that 
all the flreet concluded fhe was overturn- 
ed ; but though the other was eternally 
drunk, and had overturned the whole fa- 
mily, fhe was very angry with her father 
for turning him away. Then fhe ufed to car- 
ry tales and ftories from one to another, till 
ijie had fet the whole neighbourhood toge- 

E 4 ther 
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ther by the ears ; and this was the only di- 
verfioti (he took pleafurcin. She never went 
abroad, but fhe brought home fuch a bundle 
of monftrous lies, as would have amazed 
any mortal but fuch as knew her : of a 
whale that had fwallowed a fleet of fhips ; 
of the lions being let out of the Tower to 
deftroy the proteftant religionj of the pope's 
Being feen in a brandy-mop 2Xff^apping\ 
and of a prodigious ftrong man,that was gor- 
ing to Ihove down the cupola of St. Patd^s ; 
of three millions of five pound pieces, that 
eiquire ^SW^had found under an old wall ; 
idf blazing ftars, flying dragons, and abun- 
dance of fuch ftufF. All the fervants in the 
femily made high court to her, for (he do- 
mineered there, andtumedoutandinwhom 
Ihe pleafed ; only thete was an old grudge 
between her and Cir Rogery^hom fhe mor- 
tally hated, and ufed to hire fellows to 
fquirt kennel water upon him, as he pafled 
along the flreets ; (o that he was forced 
conftantly to wear a furtbut of oiled cloth, 
by which means he came home pretty 
clean, except where the furtout was a little 
fcanty. 

4 As 
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4 As for the third, (he was a thief, and 
a common mercenary proftitute, and that 
without any follicitation from nature, foj* 
fhe owned me had no enjoyment. She had 
no refped of perfons, a prince or a porter 
was all one, according as they paidj yea, 
ihe would leave the fineft gentleman in 
the world to go to an ugly pocky fellow 
for fix-pence more. In the pradice of her 
profeflion flie had amafled vaft magazines 
of all forts of things J (he had above five 
hundiod fuits of fine cloaths, and yet went 
abroad like a cynder- wench: fhe robbed 
and ftarvcd all the fervants, fo that nobody 
could live near her. 

oo much for Jahns three daughto-s, 
which you will fay were rarities to be fond 
of: yet nature will fhew itfelf ; nobody 
could blame their relations fcwr taking care 
of them: and dierefore it was that Hocus^ 
with two other of the guardians, thought 
it their duty to take care of the intereft<jf 
the three girls, and ^^vejolm their bef^ ad- 
vice before he c6mpounded the law-fyit. 

Hants, What makes you fo fhy of late, 
my good friend ? There's nobody loves you 

♦ UfurtOf Ufuiy. 

better 
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better than I, nor has taken more pains in 
your affairs : as I hope to be faved, I would 
do any thing to ferve you ; I would crawl 
upon all four to ferve you; I hav6 fpcnt my 
health and paternal eftate in your fervice. 
I have, indeed, a fmall pittance left, with 
which I might retire, and with as good a 
confeienceas any manj but the thoughts 
of this difgraceful compofltion fo touches 
me to the quick, that I cannot fleep ; af- 
ter I had brought the caufe to the laft ftroke, 
that one verdid more had quite ruined old 
Lewisy and lord Strutty and put you in the 
quiet pofleflionof every thing; then to com- 
pound ! I cannot bear it. This caufe was my 
favourite, I had fet my heart upon it; it is 
like an only child ; I cannot endure it fhould 
mifcarry: for God's fake confider only to 
what a difmal condition o\dJL,^is is brought. 
He is at an end of all his ca{h ; his attor- 
neys have hardly one trick left; they are 
at an end of all their chicane \ belides, 
he has both his law and his daily bread 
now upon truft. Hold out only one term 
longer, and I'll warrant you, before the next 
we fliall have him in the Fleet, I'll bring 
him to the pillory.; his ears fliall pay for 
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his perjuries. For the love of God don*t 
compound: let me be damned if you have 
a friend in the world, that loves you better 
than I : there is no body can fay I am co- 
vetous, or that I have anyinterefttopurfue, 
but yours. 

idGuardian, There is nothing fo plain,, 
as that this Lewis has a defign to ruin all 
his neighbouring tradefmen ; and at this 
time he has luch a prodigious income by 
his trade of all kinds, that if there is not 
fome flop put to his exorbitant riches, he 
will monopolize every thing; no body 
will be able to fell a yard of drapery or 
mercery ware but himfelf, I then hold it 
advifeable, that you continue thelaw-fuit, 
and burft him at once. My concern for the 
three poor motherlefs children obliges me to 
give you this advice ; for their eftates, poor 
girls I depend upon the fuccefs of thiscaufe. 

2^d Guardian, I own this writ of eje<Sl- 
ment has coft dear ; but then confider it is 
a jewel well worth the purchaling at the 
price of all you have. None but Mr. BuWs 
declared enemies can fay, he has any other 
fecurity for his cloathing trade, but the ^- 
je^tment of lord Strutu The only queftion 

then 
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then that remains to be decided, is, whd 
{hall ftand the expences of the JTuit? To 
which the anfwer is as plain; who but he, 
that is to have the advantage of the fcn- 
tence? When enquire aS?///^ has got poflcffi- 
on of his title and honour, is not John Bull 
to be his clothier ? Who then, but yohn^ 
ought to put him in pofleflion ? A{k but any 
indifferent gentleman, who ou^t xa bear 
his charges at law ? and he will readily an- 
fwcr, his tradefmen. I do therefore affirm, 
^nd I will goto death with it, that, being 
his clothier, vou ought to put him in qyiet 
^ile^Hon of hiseftate, and, with the fame 
generous fpirit you have begun it, compleat 
die good work. If you periift in the bad 
fneafures you are now in, what muft become 
oi the diree poor orphans ? My heart bleeds 
for the poor girls. 

John Bull. You are all very eloquent 
pcnoos ; but give me leave, to tell you, 
you exprefs a great deal more concern for 
the three girls than for me; I diink my 
intcrcft ought to ibe confidered in thefirft 
f>lace. As for you, Hocust I can t butiay 
you ^ve managed my law-fuit with gre^t 
laddreis, and much to my Jionour; and 

though 
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though I fay it, you have been well paid 
for it. Why muft the burthen be tiken 
off ^rogs back, and laid upon my ftiould* 
ers ? He can drive ab<yut his own pkrk* 
and fields in his gilt chariot, when I have 
been forced to mortgage my eA;ate : his 
note will go farther than my bond. Is it 
hot matter of fad, that from the ridieft 
tradefinan in all thte countiy,l am educed 
to beg and borrow irom fcriveners and 
u{urers,that fiick the heart, blood, and gUts 
out of me? and whftt is all this for? feid 
you like Frcgs countenance bett^ than 
mine ? Was not 1 your old friend atid re^ 
lation? Have I not prefented you nobly? 
Have I not clad your whole family ? Have 
you not had an hundred yards at a time 
of the fineftcloth in my fhop ? Why muft 
the reft of the tradefmen be :not only in- 
demnified from chai»ges, but forbid to 'go 
on with their bWn "bufinefs, altid what is 
more theirconcern than mine ? As to hold- 
ing-out this term, I appeal to your own 
confcience, has not that betfn your con- 
ftantdifcourfethefe fix years, dm term ffwe^ 
aniio/dhtwb goes to pot. If thou ^rtfo fond 
of my cftirfe, begenerousfor oncis, and lend 

me 
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meabraceofthoufands. Ah. Hocus I Hocus f 
Iknow thee; not a fousto fave mefrom goal, 
I trow. Look ye, gentlemen, I have lived 
with credit in the world, and it grieves my 
heart, never to ftir out of my doOft but to 
be pulled by the fleeve by fbme rafcally 
dun or other? " Sir, remember my bill: 
" there's a fmall concern of a thoufand 
** pounds, I hope you think on't, Sir.'* 
And to have thefe ufurers tranfad my debts 
at cofFee-houfes, and ale-houfes, as if I 
were going to break up fhop. Lord ! that 
ever the rich, the generous John Bidly 
clothier, the envy of all his neighbours, 
fhould be brought to compound his debts 
for five (hillings in the pound; and to 
have his name in an advertifement for a 
flatute of bankrupt. The thought of it 
makes me mad. I have read fomewhere 
in the Apocrypha^ that one fhould notcon- 
fuU with a woman touching her of whomjhe 
is jealous \ nor with a merchant concerning 
exchange ; nor with a buyer of felling ; nor 
with an unmerciful man of kindnefs^ &c. I 
could have added one thing more, nor with 
an attorn^ about compounding a law-fuit. 
The ejedtmentoflordASfr^// will never do. 

The 
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The evidence is crimp j the witneflcs fwear 
backwards and forwards, and contradict 
thepifelves; and his tenants ftick -by him* 
One tells me, that Imuft carry on myfuit, 
becaufe Lewis k poor; another, becaufe he 
is ftill too rich: whom ihall I believe? I 
am liire of one thing, that a penny in the 
purfe is the beft friend yohn can have at 
laft ; and who can fay that this will be the 
laft fiiit I fhall be engaged in? Befides^ 
if this ejedment were pradicable, is it rea- 
fonable, that when efquire South is lofing 
his money to (harpers and pick-pockets, 
going about the country witli fidlers and 
buffoons, and fquandering his income with 
hawks and dogs, I fhould lay out the fruits 
of my honeftinduftry in a law-fuit for him, 
only upon the hopes of being his clothier? 
And when die caufe is over, I fhall not , 
have the benefit of my projed for want of 
money to go to market. Look ye, gentle- 
men, yohn Bull is but a plain man; but 
John Bull knows when he is ill ufed. I 
know the infirmity of our family ; we are 
apt to play the boon companion, and throw 
away our money in our cups : but it was 
an unfair thing in you, gentlemen, to take 
X advan- 
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advantage of n^ weaknds, to keep a par- 
ed of roaring bullies about me day and 
nighty with huzza's and liuotii^-homsy 
and rii^ii^ tbe changes on butcheis dea^ 
werSf never let me cod, and make me ict 
my hand to papers, when I could hardly 
hM my pen. There will come a day of 
leckonii^ for all that proceeding. In the 
mean time, gentlemen, I b^you will let 
me into my affairs a litde, and that jaa. 
would not grudge me the finall remainder 
of a very great eftate. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Efquire South's mejfage 4md letter to Mrs. 

BuU. 

T^HE arguments ufed hy Hocus snd die 
^ reft of the guardians had hitherto 
proved irifufficicnt': yobrt and Ws wife 
could not be psrlliaded to bear the expence 
of efquire iSW^Vlaw-fuit. They thoiiglft 
it rcafbnable, that flnce he was to have 
the honour and advantage^ 4ie*fhould'bear 

' Bttt as all attempts-of -the ntade of thed^fkiencJes^f the 
partytoprcdudethetreacy were houfc oiAuJiriay the Archduke 
■mene^ual,aiKlcoinplauits were ient a mc^bge awl Jetur 

the 
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the greateft fhare of the charges; and re- 
trench what he loft to fharpers, and Ipent 
upon country dances and puppet-plays, to 
apply it to that ufe. This was not very 
grateful to the efquire; therefore, as the 
laft experiment, he riefolved to feriid * fig- 
nioT Bem/raiOy maflier of his fox-hounds, to 
Mrs. B'u//,' to try what good he could do 
with her. This fignior Beiienato had all' the 
qualities of a fine gfentlieman', that were fit 
to charAi a lady's heart; and if any per- 
fbn in the world could haVe perfiiaded 
her, it wash6. Butfuchwas herunfliakcn 
fidelity to her huiband, and the cohftant 
purpofe of her mind to purfue his intereft, 
that the moft refitted- arts of gallahtry that 
Vvet^ pra6:ifed, could notfed^sce her heart. 
The necklaces, dianioftd crofles, and rich 
bracelets that were o^red, fhe t'ejeded 
with the utmbft fcoi'n and difdain. The 
mufick and'ferenades,. that were giveri hfer, 
founded more ungratefully in her ears than 
the noife of a fcreech-owl ; however, fhe 
received efquire South' s letter by the hands 
of Ci^mov Bemmtomth that refped, which 

* by Prince Eugene urging offering to bear a proportion 
the continuance of ch e war, and of the expence. 

F be- 
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became his quality. The copy of the letter 
is as follows, in which you will obferve he 
changes a little his ufual ftyle. 

MADAM, 

T^HE writ of ejeament againft Philip 
-■• Baboon^ (pretended lord5/r«//yisjuft 
ready to pafs : there want but a few ne- 
ceflary forms, and a verdid or two more, 
to put me in the quiet pofleffion of my 
honour andeftate: Iqueftion not, but that 
according to your wonted generofity and 
goodnefs you will give it the finifhing 
ftroke; an honour tliat I would grudge 
any body but yourfelf. In order to eafe 
you of fome part of the charges, I promife 
to furnifti pen, ink, and paper, provided 
you pay for the (lamps. Beudes, I have 
ordered my ftewards to pay out of the 
readieft and bell of my rents, five pounds 
ten fhillings a year, till my fuit is finifhed. 
I wifli you health and happinefs, being 
with due refpedt, 

MADAM, 

Your affured friend, 

SOUTH. 
What 
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What anfwerMrs. J5«// returned to this 
letter, you fliall know in my fecond part, 
only they were at a pretty good dif^ce 
in their propofals ; for as efquire South only 
offered to be at the charges of pen, ink, 
and paper, Mrs. Bu/IrtfaiGd any more than 
to lend her barge 3 to carry his coui^cil to 
WefiminJier-haU, 

^ This proportion was how- ced no other effect, than the 
ever thought to be fo inconfi- convoy of the forces by the 
(derable, that the letter produ- Englijh fleet to Barctlona. 
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THE PUBLISHER'S 
PREFACE. 

TH E world IS much indebted to the 
famous fir Humphry Polefiocrth for 
his ingenious and impartial account oijohn 
BulPs law-fuit i yet there is juft caule of 
complaint againft him, in that he relates it 
only by parcels, and won't give us the 
whole work : This forces me, who am on<* 
ly the publiflier, to befpeak the afliilance 
of his friends and acquaintance to engage 
him to lay afide that ftingy humour, and 
gratify the curiofity of thepublickat once. 

F 4 He 
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He pleads in excufe, that they are only pri- 
vate memoirs, wrote for his own ufe, in a 
loofe ftyle, to (erve as a help to his ordi- 
nary converlation '. I reprefented to him 
the good reception the firft part had met 
with ; that though calculated only for the 
meridian of Grub-Jireet, it was yet taken 
notice of by the better fort; that the world 
was now fufficiently acquainted with John 
Bully and interefted itfclf in his concerns. 
He anfwered, with a fmile, that he had in- 
deed fome trifling things to impart, that 
concerxitdyohnBulfs relations and dome- 
ftick aSaks ; if thefe would fatisfy me, he 
cave me free leave to make ufe of them, 
becaufe they would ferve to make the hi- 
ftory of the law-fuit , more intelh'gible. 
When I had looked over the manufcript, 
I found likewife fome further account of 
the compofition, which perhaps may not 
be unacceptable to fuch as have read the 
former part. 

• Thi« excufe of fir Hum- ftory. Sec the preface to the 
phry can only relate to the fc- firft part, 
coiid part, or fequel of the hi- 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. L 

7%e charaBler of • John Bull's mother. 

JOHN had a mother, whom he loved 
and honoured extremely, a difcreet, 
grave, Ibber, good conditioned, cleanly old 
gentlewoman as ever lived ; Ihe wa« none 
of your crofs grained, termagant, fcolding 
jades, that one had as good be hanged as 
live in the houfe with, fuch as are always 
cenfuring the conduA, and telling fcanda- 
lous ftories of their neighbours, extolling 
their own good qualities, and undervaluing 
thofe of others. On the contrary, {he was 
of a meek Ipirit, and as fhe was ftridly 
virtuous herfdf, fo fhe always put thebeft 
conflrudion upon the words and actions 
of her neighbours, except where they were 
irreconcileable to the rules of honefty and 
decency. She was neither one of yourpre- 
cik prudes, nor one of your fantaflical old 
ieiles, that drefs themfelves like girls of 
fifteen : as fhe neither wore a ruff, fote- 
head cloth, nor high crowned hat, (o fhe 
had laidafide feathers, flowers, and crimpt 

' The church of Efi£k>uL 

rib- 
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ribbons in her head-drels, furbelo-fcarfs, 
and hooped-petticoats. She fcomed to patch 
and paint, yet {he loved to keep her hands 
and her face clean. Though (he wore no 
flaunting laced ruffles, fhe would not keep 
herfelf in a conftant (weat with greafy flan- 
nel: though her hair was not ftuck with 
jewels, {he was not afhamed of a diamond 
crofs ; {he was not like fome ladies, hung 
about with toys and trinkets, tweezer-cafes, 
pocket glafles, and eHence bottles ; fhe ufed 
only a gold watch and an almanack, to 
mark the hours and the h<^y-days. 

Her furniture was neat and genteel, 
well fancied with a bm gouft. As fhe af^ 
fefted not the grandeur of a {late with a 
canopy, fhe thought there was no oiFence 
in an elbow-chair; {he had laid aflde your 
carving, gilding, and japan work, as being 
too apt to gather dirt; but {he never could 
be prevailed upon to part with plain wain- 
icot and clean hangings. There are fome 
ladies, that ^SdOi to fmell a {link in every 
thing; they are always highly perfumed, 
and continually burning frankincenfe in 
their rooms; {he m^s above fuchaifedation, 
yet fhe never would lay a{ide the ufe of 

brooiB& 
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brooms and fcrubbing-bruflies, and fcru- 
pled not to lay her linen in frefb lavender. 

She was no lefs genteel in her behaviour, 
well-bred, without afFedlation, in the due 
mean between one of youraffeded curt'fy- 
ing pieces of formality, and your romps 
that have no regard to the common rules 
of civility. There are fome ladies, that 
affed a mighty regard for their relations; 
ff^e mufi not eat to-day ^ for my uncle Tom, 
or my coufin Betty, died this time ten years : 
Let's have a hall to-night^ it is my neighbour 
fuch-a-mes birthday \ flie looked upon all 
this as grimace; yet ftie conftantly obferv- 
ed her hufband's birth day, her wedding- 
day, and fome few more. 

Though Ihe was a truly good woman, 
and had a fincere motherly love for her fon 
'John^ yet there wanted not thofe who en- ■ 
deavoured to create amifunderftanding be- 
tween them, and they had fo far prevailed 
with him once, that he turned her out of 
doors ', to his great forrow, as he found 
afterwards, for his affairs went on at fixes 
and fevens. 

\ In the Rebellion of 164^. 

She 
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She was no lefs judicious in the turn of 
her converfation and choice of her ftudies, 
in which flie far exceeded all her fe i : your 
rakes that hate die company of all fo- 
ber, grave gentlewomen, Would bear hers; 
and me would, by her handfome manner 
of proceeding, fooner reclaim them than 
fome that were more fowre and referved: 
fhe was a zealous preacher up of chaftity, 
and conjugal fidelity in wives, arid by no 
means a friend to die new-fangled dodrine 
oi^^indifpcfifabledutyofcucholdom: though 
fhe advanced her opinions with a becom- 
ing afliirance, yet me never ufliered them 
in, as fome pofitive creatures will do, 
with dogmatical aflertions, this is infallibh ; 
J cannot be mijlaken ; none but a rogue can 
deny it. It has beenobferved, that fuch peo- 
ple are oftner in the wrong than any body. 

Though fhe had a thoufand good qua- 
lities,fliewasnot without her jfaults,amongft 
which one might perhaps reckon too great 
lenity to her fervants, to whom flie always 
gave good counfel, but often too gende cor- 
redion. I thought I could not fay lefs 
of John BuWs mother, becaufe fhe bears a 
part in the follovidng tranfadions. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 

The charaBer of John Bull's ' fifier Peg, 
imth the quarrels thai happened hePmeen 
mafter andmfs in their childhood, 

JO H N had a fifter, a poor girl that had 
beea ftarvedat nurfe; any body would 
haveguefled mifs to have been bred up un- 
der the influence of a cruel ftep-dame,. and 
John to be the fondling of a tender mo- 
ther. John looked ruddy and plump, with 
a pair of cheeks like a trumpeter; mifs 
looked pale and wan, as if me had the 
green-ficknefs ; and no wonder, for John 
was the darling, he had all the good bits, 
was crammed with good pullet, chicken, 
pig, goofe, and capon, while mifs had only 
a little oatmeal and water, or a dry cruft 
without butter* John had his golden pip- 
pins, peaches, and nedarines ; poor mifs a 
crab-apple, floe, or a blackberry. Mafter 
lay in the beft apartment, with his bed- 
chamber towards thefbuth fun. Mifs lodg- 
ed in a garret, expofed to the north wind, 
V^hichihrivelled her coimtenancej how- 

< The nation and churoh of $<—(/, 

I ever, 
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ever, this u{age, though itftunted the gu-l 
in her growth, gave her a hardy conftitu- 
don; fhe had life and ipirit in abundance, 
and knew when (he was ill ufed : now and 
then (he would feizeupon yohns commons, 
fnatch a leg of a pullet, or a bit of good 
beef, for which they were fure to go to 
fifty-cufFs. Mafter was indeed too ftrong for 
her; but mifs would not yield in the leaft 
point, but even when mafter had got her 
down, fhe would (cratch and bite like a 
tyger; when he gave her a cuff on the ear, 
me would prick him with her knitting- 
needle, yohn brought a great chain one 
day to tye her to the bed-poft, for which 
affront, mifs aimed a pen-knife at his heart '. 
In fhort,thefe quarrels grew up to rooted 
averfions; they gave one another nick- 
names : fhe called him gundy-guts y and he 
called her loujy Peg; though the girl was 
a tight clever wench as any was, and through 
her pale looks you might difcern fpirit 
and vivacity, which made her not, indeed, 
a perfed beauty, but fbmething that was 

» Jitnry VIII. to unite the this offer was reje&ed,and fol- 

two kingdoms under one A>- lowed by a war: to this evet^t 

vercign offered his daughter probably the author alludes. 
Mary to JamtiV. of Scttlund-^ 

agree- 
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agreeable. It was barbarous in parents not 
to take notice of thefe early quarrels, and 
make them live better together, fuch do- 
meftick feuds proving aftervi^ards tjie occa- 
fion of misfortunes to them both. Pe^ had, 
indeed, fome odd humours, and comical 
antipathy, for vihich. John would jeer her. 
** What think you of my fifter Peg (fays 
*' he) that faints at the found of an organ, 
** and yet will dance andfrifk at the noife 
" of a bag-pipe?" " What's that to you, 
^^ gundy-gutSy (quoth P^^^ every body's to 
** chufe their own mufick." Then Peg had 
taken a fancy not to fay her Pater-nojler^ 
which made people imagine ftrange things 
of her. Of the three brothers, that have 
made fuch a clutter in the world, lord Peter y 
Martifty zxidijacky 3 jfack had of late been 
her inclinations : lord Peter fhe detefted : 
nor did Martin ftand much better in her 
good graces, but Jack had found the way 
to her heart. I have often admired, what 
charms {he difcovered in that aukward 
booby, till I talked with a perfon that was 
acquainted with the intrigue, who gavemc 
the following account of i^. 

? LovcofPrefbytery, 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. in. 

V Jack*s charmsy of the method by which he 
. gained Peg's heart. 

IN the firft ^^asityjack was a very young 
fellow, by much the youngeft of the 
three brothers,, and people, indeed, won- 
dered how iuch ayoung upftart jackanapes 
fhould grow fb-pert and faucy, and takefb 
much upon him. 

Jack bragged of greater abilities than 
ol^er men*; he was laeii-gxftedy as he pre- 
tended; I need not tell- you what fecret in- 
fluence that has upon the ladies. 

yiackhsA a moil fcancMous tongue, and 
perfuaded Peg that all mankind'^ be/idcs 
himfdf, were poxed by that fbarlet-feccd 
whore * Signiora Bubonia. " As for his 
" brother, \ot^ Peter y the tokens weie evi*- 
" dent on him, blotches, fcabs,and diecQi- 
" mna: hisbrotherMw//^, though he was 
" not quite fo bad',, had fome nodumal 
" pains, which his friends pitCended were 
" oniy fcorbutical; but he wagfure it pro- 

■ Charaaer of the Prefty-^ • The whore of Babylon^ 
tcrians, or the Pofe, 

ceeded 



** cceded froiil a Wcirfe eaufe." By fuch ma- 
liciom infinuations) he had poileilcd the 
lady, that he Was the only man in the world 
of a found) pure, and untainted conflitu> 
tion: though there were fomethat ftuck 
not to fay, that SigmofaBuionia sndyack 
railed at one another, only the better to 
hide an intrigue j and, that Jack had been 
found with Sigmraundct his cloak, carry- 
ing her home in a dark ftormy night. 

yaci was a prodigious ogler; he would 
ogle you the outfide of his eye inwaitl, and 
the white upward. 

Jack gave himfelf Out for & man of a 
great eftate in the fortunate iflandsj of 
which the fole property was vefted in his 
perfbn : by this trick he cheated abundance 
of poor people of fmall fums, pretending 
to make over plantations ih the laid iflands; 
but when the poor wretches came there 
with y^f 4* J grant, they were beat, mocked, 
and turned out of doors. 

I told you that Peg was whimfical, and 
loved any thing that was particular: in 
that way. Jack was her man, for he nei- 
ther thought, fpoke, dreffed, nor a£ted like 
other mortals: he vfz&iotyowtboldfirokes, 

G he 
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he railed at fops, though he was himfelf 
the moft afFe^ed in the world; inftead 
of theccmimon fafhicMi, he would vifit his 
miArefs in a mourning cloak, band, ihcMt 
cui^ and a peaked beard. He invented a 
way of coming into a room backwards, 
which, he faid, fhewed more humility, and 
lefs aiTe^tion : where other people flood, 
he fat ; where they fat, he flood ; when he 
went to court, he ufed to kick away the 
ilate, and fit down by his prince cheek by 
jole : Confound tbefejiates^ fays he, th^ are 
a modem invention: when he fpoke to his 
prince, he always turned his br — ch upon 
him : if he was advifed to fafl for his health, 
he would eat roafl-beef ; if he was allowed 
a more ploitiful diet, then he would be 
fure that day to live upon water-gruel ; be 
would cry at a wedding, laugh and make 
jefls ata funeral. 

He was no lefs fingular in his opinioia ; 
you would have burft your fides to hear 
him talk of politicks i : " All govengonent, 
** fays he, is founded upon the the r%ht 
" diflribution oi ptmi/hmentsy deceate^c- 
. " cutions keep the world iii awe j for that 

' Abfolutc predeftination, 

"rea- 
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'* reafon the majority of mankind ought 
** to be hanged every year. For example, 
" I fuppofcj the magiftrate ought to pafs 
*^ an irreverfible fentence upon all Slue 
" ejfed children from the cradle * ; but that 
" there may be ibme ihew ci juftice in 
*^ this proceeding, thefe children ought 
** to be trained up by mafters, appointed 
" for that purpofe, to all forts of villainy; 
" that they may deferve their fate, and the 
** execution of them may ferve as an ob- 
" je<a of terror to thereft of mankind." As 
to the giving oi pardons^ he had this fin« 
gular method ♦, That when thefe wretches 
had the rope about their necks, it fhould 
be enquired, who believed they fhould be 
hanged, and who not? The nrft were to 
be pardoned,, the laft hanged out-right. 
Such as were once pardoned, were never 
to be hanged afterwards for any crime what- 
foever +. He had flich fkill in phyiiogno- 
my, that he would pronounce perempto- 
rily upon a man's face, That felhwy iayshe, 
do what he willy can 1 4!Pooid hanging ; he hat 



* Reprobation. 

4 Saving faith} a belief that onc&all certainly be faved. 
t £le£iion. 

G 2 a hang' 



§4 THE HISTORY OF 

^ tangotg boL Br tbe fionc ait lit wauM 
prognoftkate a pnndpa]]t]rtDa fcoundrel. 
He was no k^ paiticular in the dunce 
ofhis ftudies; they were genaally bolt 
towaids oqJoded cfaimcra^s, ^ thcperfttu- 
urn nmbiki the dicular (hot, phtkiibpher's 
flone^ filcnt gun-^xmrder, making diains 
for fleas, nets tor flies, and infbumcnts 
to unravel cobwebs and fplit hairs. 

Thus, I think, I have given a diitind 
account of the methods he pradifed upon 
Peg. Her brother wouH now and men 
aik her, " What a devil do*ft thou Tee in 
'< that pn^maticalcQzccanb to make dice 
<< {b in love with him? he is a fit match 
for a taylor fx a flioemakcr^s daughter, 
but not fbryou,that are a gentlewoman." 
Fancy is free, quoth Peg: I'll take my 
own way, do you take yours. I do not 
care for your flaunting beaus, that gang 
** with their breafls open, and their iarks 
" over their waiflcoats ; that accoft mc 
" with fet fpeeches out of Sidn^^s Arcadia 
" or the Academy of compUnunts. Jack is a 
** fober, grave, young man; though he 
** has none of your ftudied harangues, his 

s The learning of the Preftytcrians. 
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*' meaning is fincere: he has a great re> 
" gard to his father's will ; and he that 
" fhews himfelf a good fon, will make a 
*^ good hufband ; befides, I know he has 
" the original deed of conveyance to the 
" fortunate iilands j the others are coun- 
** tcrfeits." There is nothing fo obftinate 
as a yoimg lady in her amours ; the more 
you crofs her, the worfe fhe is, 

CHAP. IV. 

How the relations reconciled John and his 
fifier Peg, and what return Peg made to 
Johii smejfage \ 

JO H N B U L L, otherwife a good-na- 
tured man, was very hard-hearted to 
his fifter Peg, chiefly from an averfion he 
had conceivedin his infancy. While he flou- 
ri{hed, kept a warm houfe, and drove a 
plentiful trade, poor P^^ was forced to go 
hawkii^ and peddling about the flreets, 
felling knives, fciflars, and fhoe-buckles 5 
now and then carried a bafket of fifh to 
the market; fewed, fpun, and knit for a 
livelihood, till her fingers-ends were fore, 

* The tiezty of Union between Sf'gliindtMi'SeeiJaiul. 
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and when (he could not get bread for her 
family, ihe was fcHced to hire them out at 
journey work to her neighbours. Yet in 
thele her poor circumftances fhc ftill pre- 
ferved the air and mien of a gentlewoman, 
a certain decent pride, that extorted re- 
fped from the haughtieft of her neigh- 
bours ; when fhe came into any full afiem- 
bly, fhe would not yield the pas to the beft 
of them. If one afked her, are not you re- 
lated to John Bull? " Yes, lays ihe J he has 
** the honour to be my brother." So Pegs 
af]^rs went, till all the relations cried out 
fhame upon John for his barbarous ufage 
of his own ilefh and blood ; that it was an 
eafy matter for him to put her in a credit- 
able way of living, not only without hurt 
but with advantage to himfelf, being ftie 
was an induftrious perfon, and might be 
ferviceable to him in his way of bufinefi. 
^* Hang her, jade, quoth John'y I can't en- 
" dijre her, as long as fhe keeps that rafcal 
" Jaclis company." Thpy told him, the 
way to reclaim her was to take her into his 
houfe ; that by converfation the childifh hu- 
mours of their younger days might be worn 
put. Thefearguments were enforced by acer- 

taii) 
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tain incident. It happened that John was 
at that time about making his ^ will^ and 
entailing ins eftate, the very fame in which 
yi^/(f. i^ro^ is named executor. Nowhisfifter 
Pegs name being in the entail, he could 
not make a thorough fettlement without 
her confent. There was, indeed, a malici- 
ous ftory went about, as if Johns laft wife 
had ^len in love with Jack as he was ' 
eating cuftard on horfcback ; that fhe per- 
fuaded John to take his fitter into the 
houfe, the better to drive on the intrigue 
with Jaeky concluding he would follow his 
miftrefsi*^^. All I can infer from this ftory, 
is, that when one has got a bad charadter 
in the world, people will report and believe 
any thing of one, true or felfe. But to re- 
turn to my ftory ; when P^^received Johns 
mefl&ge, fhe huffed and ftormed like the 
devil * : " My brother Johny quoth fhe, is 
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The fucccflion to the mended to the Scots by king 
crown having been fettled by fViUiam HI. 
ad of parliament in England^ ' A Prcfbj tcrian lord mayor 
upon the houTc of Hanovtr^ of London. 
and no fuch aft having pafled ♦ The Scots cxpreflcd their 
in Scotland^ then a (eparatc fears for the prclbyterlan go- 
kingdom, it was thought a pro* vernment,and of being burden- 
per time to compleac the union ed with tlie En^ltjh national 
which had been often attempt- debts, 
cd, and which was rccom- 
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;/;/ ^r^ ^"t*5c fcn, hocfflu^ it makes a 
^ f^^-^.-^-^I^^^ -*--' re n»f c'cn tell 

J ^•.;, 5>t Ui ;rxaar ti>2n fccmakogoodufe 
^/? J lie ga;:g* up ^A damn drinking, 

<^/ 7itry f?;^iW$, making IbcJiOi bar- 
f ?V»^'i« cup«, wlikiihc lOKiits when 
!.<; te C>bcr J like a thnfddi waidi, fpoi- 
<Jiogth« good* and gear that his fore- 
[5hcr«wonwiththcfwcatofthdrhiow8i 
light come, light go, he cares notafer- 

tiwna. VL\^¥ «»/k., /I Iff w ^ « ^ 



we 1 enough, he couU never abide me, 
and when hehas My, end,, hc'Jl e'en ufc 
*' me a« he did before. lamfurelfhall. 

"be 



44 



JOHNBULL. 89 

" be treated like a poor drudge; I fhall 
" be fet to tend the bairns, deam the hofe, 
" and mend the linen. Then there's no liv- 
" ing with that old carline hismother; (he 
" rails at Jack, and Jack's an honefter 
" man than any of her kin : I fhall be 
" plagued with her fpells and her Pater-- 
" nojiersy and filly old-world ceremonies; I 
" mun never pare my nails on a Friday^ 
" nor begin a journey OTiChildermas-daj ; 
** and I mun {land becking and bing- 
" ing, as I gang out and into the hall. 
" Tell him he may e*en gang his get ; I'll 
" have nothing to do with him ; I'll flay, 
" like the poor country moufe, in my avm 
" habitation." So Peg talked; but tor all 
that, by the interpoiition of good friends, 
and by many a bonny thing that was fent, 
and manymore that were promifed P^^,thc 
niatter was concluded, and Peg taken into 
//6«i6e^upon certain artitlcs: one of which 
was, that fhe might have the freedom of 
Jack's convcrfation », and might take him 
for better and for worfe, if ihe pleafed; 
provided always, he did not come mto the 

■Theaaoftolentioit. 
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houie at uniea^xiable hours, and difturb 
the reft of the old woman, JMs mother. 

C H A P. V. 

Of fame quarrels^ that happened after Peg 
was taken into the family '. 

IT isanoldobfervation, that the quarrels 
of relations are harder to reconcile than 
any other ; injuries from friends fret and 
wall more, and the memory of them is not 
k) eafily obliterated. This is cunningly rc- 
prefentcd by one of your old ikges, called 
Mfap^ in the ftory of the bird, that was 
grieved extremely at being wounded with 
an arrow, feathered with his own wing; as 
alio of the oak, that let many aheavy groan, 
wheij he was cleft with a wedge of his own 
•timber. 

Tho'e was no man in the world lefs fiib^ 
je<^ tp rancour than John BuU, confidering 
how oft^ his goodnature had been abufed; 
yet I dqn't luiow, but he was too apt to 
hearken to tattling p^ple, that carried tales 
between him 3^4 W* fite P^g* oJi purpofe 

* Quarrels about fpmc of thf articks of Union, particularly 
(he Peerage. 

to 



JOHN BULL. 91 

to fow jealoufies, ajid fet dicm together 
by the ears. They &y that there were fomc 
hardfhips pyt upon Pegy which had been 
better let alone ; biit it was the bufinefs of 
good people to reftrainthe injuries on one 
tide, and moderate the refentments on the 
other; a good friend ads both parts; the 
one without the other will not do. 

* Thepurchafe money of P^^V farm was 
ill paid; thenP^^ loved alittfegoodliqucM", 
and the fervants (hut up the wine-cellar ; 
but for that Peg found a trick, for flie 
made a ' felfe key. P^^'j fervants complain- 
ed that they were del»rrcd fromallmanncr 
of bufinefs, and never fuffercd to touch 
the leaft thing within the houfe+ j if they 
oiFered to come into the warehoufe, then 
ftrait went the yard il^p over their noddle; 
if they ventured into the counting-room, 
a fellow would throw an ink-bottle at their 
head; if they came into the beft apart- 
ment, to fet any thing there in order, they 

* By the )evt>> article of the yfUicDt ww not fv4, 

treaty of Union, it was agreed * RunV'ine. 

that Sett/and Ihould have an * By the teft ad diflentera 

equivalent for feveral cuftoms are excluded from places and 

and excifes to which ihe would employment!, 

^ecome liabl^e, and this equi< - " 



92 THE HISTORY OF 

were falutsd with a broom; if they med- 
dled with any thing in the kitchen, it was 
odds but the cook kid them over die pate 
with a ladle ; one that would have got into 
the flables, was met by two raTcals, who 
fell to work with him with a hru(h and a 
curry-comb ; fbme climbing up into the 
coach-box, were told, that one of their 
companions had been there before, that 
could not drive ; ' then flap went the long 
whip about their ears. 

On the other hand it was complained, 
that Peg*s fervants were always afkingfor « 
drink-money; that they had more than 
their fharc of the Chrtfttnas--box : to lay 
the truth, Pegs lads buflled pretty hard for 
that, for when they were endeavouring to 
lock it up, they got in their great fifts, and 
pulled out handfuls of half-crowns, {hil- 
lings, and fix-pences. Others in the fcram- 
ble picked up guineas and broad^pieces. 
But there happened a worfe thingthan all 
this J it was complained that Peg's fervants 
had great ftomachs, and brought fo many 
of their friends and acquaintance to the 
table, that yo/jns family was like to be cat 

,» Endeavoured to get their fliarc of place*,. 

out 
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out ofhoufe and home. Inftead of regulat- 
ing this matter as it ought to be, Pe^s 
young men were thruft away from the tar 
ble ; then there was the devil and all to do ; 
fpoons, plates, and dUhes ilew about the 
room Uke mad : and (u* Roger^ who was 
now major dome^ had enough to do to quiet 
them. A^faid, this was contrary to agree- 
ment, whereby fhe was in all things to be 
treated like a child of the &mily \ then fhe 
called upon thofe, that had made her iiich 
fair promifcs, and undertook for her bro- 
ther Johns good behaviour ; but, alas I to 
her coft (he found, that they were the firft 
and readieft to do her the injury. John at 
lail agreed to this regulation ; that Pegs ^ 
footmen might fit with his book-keeper, 
journey-men, and apprentices ; and Peg*s 
better fort of fervants might fit with his 
footmen, if they pleafed. 

Then they began to order plumb por- 
ridge and minced-pies (or Peg's dinner: 
Peg told them (he nad an avemon to that 
fort of food ; that upon forcing ^ down ^ 

* Articles of Union,whereby ' Introducing cplfcopacy in* 
they could make a Sett's com- to Stetlarul, hy Caarhs I. 
moncr, but not • lord, a peer. 

mefs 
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me^of it Jbme years ago, it threw her m* 
to a fit, till (he brought itup again. Some 
alledged it was nothing but humour, 
that the &me me(s fhould be ferved up 
s^ain for (upper, and breaks next morn- 
ing; others would have made ufe of a 
horn ; but the wifer fort bid let her alone, 
and fhe might take to it of her own accord. 

CHAP. VL 

7i8^ converfation between John Bull and his 

wife, 

Mrs. J?»i7. npH O U G H our affairs, ho- 
•*■ ney, are in a bad condition, 
I have a better opinion of them, finceyou 
feemed to be convinced of the ill couric 
you have been in, and are refolved tofub> 
mit to proper remedies. But when I con- 
fider your immenfe debts, your foolifh bar- 
gains, and the general difordcr oi your bu- 
linefs, I have a curiofity to know what fate 
or chance has brou^t you into this con- 
dition. 

y. Bull. I wifli you would talk of fome 
other fubjed ; the thoughts of it make me 
mad s our family muft have their run. 

Mrs. 
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Mr&. Buil, But fuch a ftrange thing as 
rfiis never happened to any of your family 
before : they have had law-fuits, but though 
they fpent the income, they never mort- 
gaged the ftock. Sure you muft have fome 
of xkt Norman (xthtNorfolkhXood in you. 
Prithee give me fome account of thefe 
matters. 

y. Bully Who could help it ? There lives 
notfoch a fellow by bread as that old Z/^w/x 
Babooni he is the moft cheating Conten- 
tious rogue upon the face of the earth. 
You muft know, one day, as Nk. Frog 
and I were over a botde making up an old 
quarrel, the old fellow would needs have 
us drink a bottle of his Champagne., and 
fo one after another, till my friend Nk. 
and I, not being ufed to fuch heady ftuff, 
got bloody drunk. Lewis all the while, ei- 
ther by theftrength of his brain, or flinch- 
ing his^iafs, kept himfelf foberas a judge. 
My worthy friends, quoth Z/«e;», hence- 
forth let\»s live neighbourly, I am as pea- 
ceable and quiet as a lamb, of my own 
" temper, but it has been my misfortune 
", to live among quarrelfome neighbours. 
" There is but one thing cah make us 
I " fall 
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*' fall out, and that is the inheritance of lord 
'* Stnitt's eftiUe\ I am caBtmt, fbr peace 
*< fake, to wave my right, and fiibmit to 
** any expedient to prevent a law-fuit; I 
'* thmk an ' equal Svifim will be the &ir«> 
** eft way." fP'ell mwedy old Lewis, qiKSth 
Frog'y am I hope my friend John here will 
mt be refroBory. At the fame time he clap^ 
ped me on the back, and ilabbered me all 
over from cheek to cheek, with his great 
tongue. Doasyoupleafey genflemen^qpoAi 
I ; *tis all one to John Bull. We agreed to 
part that night, and next morning to meet 
at the comer of lord Strut is park wall with 
our furveying inftruments, which accord- 
ingly we did. Old Lewis carried a chain 
and a femicircle; Nic. paper, rulers, and a 
lead pencil; and I followed at fome di- 
ftance with a long pole. We began firft 
with fiirveying the meadow grounds, af- 
terwards we meafured the ccn-n fields, cld^ 
by clofe; then we proceeded to the wood 
lands, the ' copper and tin mines. All this 
while Nic. laid down every thing exa^ 



■ A treaty for prefervtng the mjh dominion*, 
the ballance of power in Eu- » The ff^eft Iii£ts, 
nft by a pattitionof the Spa- 
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upon paper, calculated the acres and roods 
to a great nicety. When we had finiflicd 
the land, we were going to break into the 
houfe and gardens to take an inventory of 
his plate, pidures, and other furniture. 

Mrs. BulL What faid lord Strutt to all 
this? 

J» BulL As we had almoft finiflicd our 
concern, we were accofted by fomc of lord 
Strutt* s fcrvants: "Heyday! What's here?' 
" What a devil's the meaning of all thefc 
" trangrains and ginicracks, gentlemen? 
" What in the name of wonder arc you go- 
" ing about, jumping over my mafter's 
" hedges, and running your lines crofs his 
" grounds ? If you are at any field paftime, 
" you might have afked leave, my mafter 
" is a civil well-bred perfon as any is." 

Mrs. Bull, What could you anfwer to 
this? 

7". BulL Why truly my neighbour Frog 
and I were ftill hot-headed; we told him 
his mafter was an old doating puppy, that 
minded nothing of his own bumiefs ; tliat 
we were (urvcying his eftate, and fetding it 
for him, fince he would not do it himfclf. 
Upon this there happened a quarrel, but 

H wc 
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we being ftronger than they, fent them 
away with a flea in their car. They went 
home and told their maftcr', " My lord, 
" {aid they, there arc three od(f fort of fel- 
" lows going about your grounds with the 
** ftrangeft machines, that ever we beheld 
" in our life: I fuppofe they are going to 
** rob your orchard, fell your trees, or drive 
** away your cattle : they told us ftrange 
" things of fettling your eftate : one is a 
" lufty old fellow, in a black wig, with a 
" black beard, without teeth: there's ano- 
" ther thick fquat fellow, in trunk-hofe : 
" the third is a little, long-nofed thin man. 
'* (I was then lean, being juft come out of 
** a fit of ficknefs) I (lippofe it is fit to fend 
" after them, left they carry ibmcthing 
" away." 

Mrs. Bull. I fancy this put the old fel- 
low in a rare tweague. 

y» Bull. Weak as he was, he called for 
his long Toledo, fwore and bounced about 
the room, " 'Sdcath I what am I come to, 
" to be affronted fo by my tradefmen ? I 
" know the rafcals; my barber, clothier, 

' Thi» partition of the king without his confent or even hia 
of Spain' ( lionmuoM ww mide knowledge. 

"and 
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" and linen-draper difpofe of my eftatcl 
" bringliitliermy blundcrbufs. I'll warrant 
" ye, youiliallfee day-light through them. 
* ' Scoundrels ! dogs ! the fcum of the earth I 
" Frogy that was my father's kitchin-boy, 
" he pretend to meddle with my cftate ! 
" with my will! Ah poor Strutt, what 
" art thou come to at laft? Thou haft 
" lived too long in the world, to fee thy 
" age and infirmity fo dcfpiled : how will 
" the ghofts of my noble anceftors receive 
" thefe tidings ? They cannot, they muft 
" not fleep quietly in their graves." In fliort, 
the old gentleman was carried off in a faint- 
ing fit, and after bleeding in both arms 
hardly recovered. 

Mrs. BulL Really this was a vexy extra- 
ordinary way of proceeding: I long to hear 
the reft of it. 

J. Bull. After we had come back to the 
tavern, and taken t'other botde o^ Cham- 
pagne, we quarrelled a litde about the di- 
vinon of the eftate. Lewis hailed and pulled 
the map on one fide, and Frog and I on 
the other, till wc had like to have torn the 
. parchment to pieces. At laft Lewis pulled 
out a pair of great taylors fhecrs, and dipt 

H 2 a cor- 
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a comer for himfelf, which he faid was a 
manor that lay convenient for him, and left 
Frog and me the reft to difpofe of as we 
pleaied. We were oveijoyed to think i>aw 
was contented with fb little, not iinelling 
what was at the bottom of the plot. There 
happened indeed an incident, that gave us 
fome difturbance : a cunning fellow, one 
of my fervants, two days after peepii^ 
dirough the key-hole obfervcd, that old 
Lewis had ftole away our part of thie map, 
and j&w him fidling and turning the map 
from one comer to the other, tryii]^ to 
join the two pieces together again ; he was 
muttering fomething to himfelf, which we 
did not well hear, only thefe words, *7« 
great pity, "'tis great pity I My fervant. add- 
ed, that he believed this had fome ill mean- 
ing. I told him he was a coxcomb, always 
pretending to be wifer than his compani- 
ons : Lewis and I are good friends, he's an 
honeft fellow, and I dare fay will ftand to 
his bargain. The fequel of the ftory proved 
this fellow's fufpicion to be too well ground- 
ed j for ♦ Lewis revealed our whole feo-et 

♦ It is fufpcfted that the thefecrettothecourtofS^m, 
French king intended to take upon which the will was made 
the whole,and that he revealed ui favour of his grandfon. 

to 
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t30 the deceafed lord Sirutty who, in reward 
tx) his treachery and revenge to Frog and me, 
fettled with his whole eftate pppn the pre- 
fent Pii/ip Baboon, Then we underftood 
what he meant by pieceing the map. 

Mrs. Bull, And was you furprized at 
this ? Had not lord Strutt reafon to be an- 
gry ? Would you have been contented to 
have been fo ufed yourfelf. 

y. Bull. Why truly, wife, it was not ea- 
fily reconciled to the common methods; 
but then it was the fafhion to do fuch things. 
I have read of your golden age, your filver 
age, etc. one might juftly call this the age 
of lawyers. There was hardly a man of 
lubftance in all the country, but had a 
* counterfeit^ that pretended to his eftate. As 
the philofophers fay, that there is a dupli- 
cate of every terreftrial animal at fea, fo it 
was in this age of the lawyers, there was at 
leaft two of every thing; nay, on my con- 
Dbience, I think there were three + efquire 
Hackums at one time. In fliort, it was, 
ufual for a parcel of fellows to meet, and 
difpofeof the whole eftates in the country : 

• Several Pretenders at that time* 
t Kings oi PtlanJ. 
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ITjis lies cofwenient for me, Tom: Thou 
wouldft do more good with that y Dick, than 
the old fellow that has it. So to law they 
went with the true owners; die lawyers 
got well by it ; every body clfe was un- 
done. It was a common thing for an 
honeft man, when he came home at night, 
to find another fellow domineering in his 
family, hedoring his fervants, calling for 
fupper, and pretending to go to bed to Jiis 
wife. In every houfe you might obferve 
two Sofas quarrelling who was mailer. 
For my own part, I am ftill afraid of the 
fame treatment, and that I fhould find 
fomebody behind my counter felling my 
broad cloth. 

Mrs. Bull, There are a fort of ieWowSy 
they call banterers and bamboozlers, that 
play fuch tricks ; but it feems, thefe fellows 
were in eameft. 

y. Bull. I begin to think, that juftice is 
a better rule than conveniencyy for all fome 
people make fo flight on it. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Of the hard Jhifts Mrs. Bull was put tOy 
topreferve the manor o/" Bullock's Hatch ; 
with Jir ^ogtv\ method to keep off impor- 
tunate duns '. 

AS John Bull and his wife were talk- 
ing together, they were furprized 
with a fudden knocking at the door: 
" Thofe wicked fcriveners and lawyers, no 
" doubt," quoth y<?/6«; and foitwas: fome 
afking for the money he owed, and others 
warning to prepare for the approaching 
term. " What a curfed life do I lead ? quoth 
" John. Debt is like deadly fin : for God's 
" fake, iir Roger y get me rid of the fellows." 
" I'll warrant you, quoth fir Roger', leave 
" them to me." And indeed it was pleafant 
enough to obferve fir Roger s method with 
thefe importunate duns ; his fincerefriend- 

* After the diflblution of gan to fell their (hares in the 

the parliament, the (inking mi- bank ; the governor, deputy go- 

niftty endeavoured to fupport vernor,anatwodiredlorsappli- 

themfelves by propagating a ed to the Queen to prevent the 

notion, that the publick credit change; the alarm became gc- 

would fufier if the lord trea- ncral,and all the publick funds 

furer Godolphin was removed : gradually funk. Perhaps hyRul- 

the dread of this event pro- lock's-Hatch the author meant 

duced it : the monicd men be- the crown lands : fee p. 122. 
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fhip for John Bull made him fubmittomany 
things for his fcrvicc, which he woiild have 
fconicd to have done for himfelf. * Some- 
times he would ftand at the door with his 
long ftafF to keep off the duns, 'till John 
got out at the back-door. When the law- 
yers and tradefmcn brought extrava^nt 
bills, fir Roger ufed to bargain before-hand 
for leave to cut off a quarter of a yard in 
any part of the bill he pleafed ; he wore a 
pair of fciffars in his pocket for this pur- 
pofe, and would fnip it off fo nicely as you 
caimot imagine. Like a true goldfmith) he 
kept all your holidays ; there was not one 
wanting in his calendar : when ready mo- 
ney was fcarce, he would fet them a tell- 
ing a thoufand pounds in fix-pences, groats, 
and three-penny pieces, It would have 
done your heart good to have feen him 
charge through an army of lawyers, attor- 
neys, clerks, and tradefmen; fometimes 
with fword in hand, at other times nuz- 
zling like an eel in the mud. When a fel- 
low fhick like a bur, that there was no 
fhaking him off, he ufed to be mighty in- 
cfuifitive about the health of his uncles and 

? Manners of the carl of O;^/"^. 
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aunts in the country ; he could call them 
all by their names, for he knew every body, 
and could talk to them in their own way. 
The extremely impertinent he would fend 
away to fee fome ftrange fight, as the dra- 
gon of Hockley in the Hole ; or bid him call 
the 30th of next February. + Now and then 
you would fee him in the kitchen, weigh- 
ing the beef and butter ; paying ready mo- 
ney, that the maids might not run a tick 
at the market, and the butchers, by brib- 
ing of them, fell damaged and Ught meat. 
Another time he would flip into the cellar, 
and gauge the caflcs. In his leifure minutes 
he was pofling his books, and gathering in 
his debts. Such fiiigal methods were ne- 
ceflary, where money was (6 fcarce, and 
duns (o numerous. All this while John 
kept his credit, could fhew his head both 
at * Change and Weftminfter-halh^ no man 
protefted his bill, nor refiifed his bond ; only 
the fharpers and the fcriveners, the lawyers 
and other clerks pelted fir Roger as he went 
along. The fquirters were at it with their 
kennel water, for they were mad for the 

t Some regulations as to the purveyance jn the Qiieen's 

family, 
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lofs of their bubble, and that they could not 
get him to mortgage the manor oi Bullocks 
Hatch. Sir Roger mook his ears, and nuz- 
zled along, well fatisfied within himfelf, that 
he was doing a charitable work in reTcuing 
an honcft man from the claws of harpies 
and blood-fuckers. Mrs. Bull did all that 
an afTedionate wife, and a good houiewife 
could do ; yet the boundaries of virtues are 
indivifiblc lines ; it is impofTible to march 
up clofe to the frontiers of frugality, with- 
out entering the territories of parflmony. 
Your good houfewifes are apt to look into 
the minuteft diings ; * therefore Ibme blam- 
ed Mrs. Bull for new heel-piecing of her 
{hoes, grudging a quarter of a pound of 
foap and fand to fcowrc the rooms ; but 
efpecially, f tliat {he would not allow her 
maids and apprentices the bene{it oijohn 
Bunyan^ ih^Loftdon apprentices y or the S^en 
champions in the black-letter. 



♦ Too great favings in the of the prcfs by aft of parlia- 
houCe of commons. ment. 

t Rcftraining the liberty 
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CHAP. VIIL 

A continuation of the converfation betwixt 
John Bull a?td his wife. 

Mrs. Bull.T T is a moft fad life we lead, my 
-^ dear, to be fo teazed, paying 
intereft for old debts, and ftill contracting 
new ones. However, I don't blame you 
for vindicating your honour, and chaftizing 
old Lewis : to curb the infolent, proted 
the opprefled, recover one's own, and de- 
fend what one has, are good effe^^s of the 
law : the only thing I want to know, is, 
how you came to make an end of your 
money, before you iinifhed your fuit. 

John Bull. I was told by the learned in 
the law, that my fiiit flood upon three firm 
pillars; more nwney for more law, more law 
for more money, and no compoftion. More 
money for more law, was plain to a de- 
monftration, for who can go to law with- 
out money ? and it was plain, that any 
man that has money, may have law for it. 
The third was as evident as the other two; 
for what compofltion could be made with 
a rogue, that never kept a word he faid ? 
12 Mrs, 
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Mrs. Bull. I think you are moft likely 
to get out of this labyrinth by the fecond 
door, by want of ready money to purchafe 
this precious commodity: but you feemnot' 
only to have bought too much of it, but 
have paid too dear for what you bought; 
elfe, how was it poflible to run fo much in 
debt, when at this very time, the yearly in- 
come of what is mortgaged to thofe ufii- 
rers, would difcharge Hocus s bills, and give 
you your belly full of law fw all your life, 
without running one fix-pence in debt? 
You have been bred up to bufinefs ; I fup- 
pofe you can cypher ; I wonder you never 
ufed your pen and ink. 

yohn Bull. Now you urge me too far ; 
prithee, dear wife, hold thy tongue. Sup- 
pofe a young heir, heedlefs, raw, and un- 
experienced, full of fpirit and vigour, with 
a favourite paflion, in the hands of money 
fcriveners : fuch fellows are like your wire- 
dravidng mills ; if they get hold of a man's 
finger, they will pull in his whole body at 
laft, 'till they Iqueeze the heart, blood and 
guts out of him. * When I wanted money, 

* Methods of preying upon the neceffities of the govero* 
ment. 
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half a dozen of thefe fellows were always 
waiting in my antichamber with their le- 
curities ready drawn. I was tempted with 
the ready, fbme farm or other went to pot. 
I received with one hand, and paid it away 
with the other to lawyers, that like to 
many hell-hounds were ready to devour 
me. Then the rogues would plead pover- 
ty, and fcarcity of money, which always 
ended in receiving ninety for the hundred. 
After they had got poneflion of my beft 
rents, they were able to fupply me with 
my own money. But what was worfe, 
when I looked into the fecurities, there was 
no claufe of redemption. 

Mrs. BulL No claufe of redemption fay 
you? that's hard. 

John BulL No great matter, for I can- 
not pay them. They had got a worfe trick 
than that; the fame man bought and fold 
to himfelf, paid the money, and gave the 
acquittance ; the fame man was butcher 
and grafier, brewer and buder, cook and 
poulterer. There is fomething ftill worfe 
than all this j there came twenty bills upon 
me at once, which I had given money to 
difchargej I was like to be pulled to pieces 

by 
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by brewer, butcher, and baker ; even my 
herb-woman dunned me as I went along 
the ftreets. (Thanks to my friend fur Roger, 
dfe I muft have gone to goal.) When I 
afked the meaning of this, I was told, the 
money went to the lawyers ; counfel won't 
tick, fir; Hocus was ur^g : my book- 
keeper fat lotting all day, playing at put 
and all-fours: in fliort, by griping ufurers, 
devouring lawyers, and negligent fervants, 
I am brought to this pals. 

Mrs. Bull. This was hard ufage ! but 
methinks, the leaft refledion might have 
retrieved you. 

John Bull. It is true: yet confider my 
circumAances ; my honour was engaged, 
and I did not know how to get out; be- 
fides, I was for five years often drunk, al- 
ways muddled; they carried me from tavern 
to tavern, to ale-houfes and brandy-lhops, 
and brought me acquainted with fuch 
ftrange dogs I + " There goes the prettieft 
" fellow in the world, fays one, for ma- 
" naging a jury ; make him yours. There's 
** another can pick you up witnefles : fer- 
" jeant fuch-a-one has a filver tongue at 

t Hiring fiill more troops* 
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" the bar.'* I believe, intimelfliouldhave 
retained every fiiigle perfon within the inns 
of court. The night after a trial I trea!ted 
the lawyers, their wives and daughters, 
with fiddles, hautboys, drums, and trum- 
pets. I was always hot-headed ; then they 
placed me in the middle, the attomies and 
their clerks dancing about me, whooping, 
and hollowing. Long live John Bull, the 
glory andfupport of the Icm I 

Mrs. jaull. Really, hufband, you went 
through a very notable courfe. 

John Bull. One of the things, that firft 
alarmed me, was * that they fhewed a fpite 
againft my poor old mother. " Lord, 
** quoth I, what makes you fo jealous of a 
" poor, old, innocent gentlewoman, that 
" minds only her prayers, and her pradtice 
" of piety: (he never meddles in any of 
'* your concerns ? Fob, fay they, to fee a 
** handfome, brifk, genteel, young fellow, 
fo much governed by a doating old wo- 
man! why don't you go and fuck the 
bubby ? Do you confider Ihe keeps you 
out of a good jointure ? She has the beft 
« of your eftate fettled upon her for a rent- 

* Railing againft the cliurcb. 
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cc ioz^ ir:wxr irr '^^aad sad Lee fecrgpto 
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^ I yciL r y?;Tr jer i:uiinir ; jGag;ins^ihe 
«- OHrr iE^ jsocii TFCELBi ; I Otxi t g^iM%e 
^ X Ikt* ^ julc w^ zic 2i:w asd dkn a 
^ inaisur !iuiuir22& ir::!^ lasr-nifl:; diat's 
•^ ^ ■ L:a^4 iir/" Aiiciii: zn^ rrrx tbe c^ 
gpic^jycTran iiil ill :r' jh * ct5L£ istt of a 
crEssrr^er; xzc^^nwii xccLdac£ and 
TTm-[-Tre-s^ in ^ler iirziis^ w^xn bjr degrees 
a::ia£t£ riii raerre^. Ir^ ir!^ tf^pfertygns 
clI isiL -yfTTc;: rie zofry iraf g h& end- 
cd in i IsiCiarzT"- Ii zer3>ed rtelfat fiift 
itt 2. iurt ct iziiirrifrsnCw aiiii cireidSEicfs in 
au ier acrn^:^^. cTrne^rN^ jq icr beft l^iends, 
aifid an av^xiiai r.D tzr cc go about the 
cpmmon crrmw ct lire* See, tLit was the 
dcanlkftcrearnre rn AeworLi, o^io^iliruDk 
now, if jou kt a clcte-fiool izikier hau 
Sbe^ that would £)mcti£Z£a r^ttk (if her fo- 
''ants pretty tharplj, now, if ihe iaw diem 
drbk^ or heard dian talk prdbndy^ newer 
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took any notice of it. * Inftead of her 
iifual charities to deferring perfons, flie 
threw away her money upon roaring fwear- 
ing bullies and beggars, that went about 
the ftreets. " What is the matter with the 
** old gentlewoman, faid every body, flic 
" never ufed to do in tliis manner?" At 
+ laft the diftemper grew more violent, 
and threw her downright into raving fits ; 
in which flie flirieked out fo loud, that flie 
difturbed the whole neighbourhood. In 
her fits flie called upon one Sir William : 
" t Oh! Sir fFilliam^ thou haft betrayed 
"me! killed me I ftabbed me! fold me 
" to the cuckold of Z)<w^r-3^r^^// See, fee, 
" Clum with his bloody knife I feize him^ 
" feize him, flop him ! Behold the fury 
" with her hifling fnakes ? Where's my fon 
" yohn I Is he well, is he well ! poor man, 
" I pity him;" and abundance, more of 
fuch ftrange ftufF, that nobody could make 
any thing of. I knew Httle of the matter ; 
for when I enquired about her health, the 

* Difpofing of fome pre- about the danger of thechurch. 
ferments to libertine and un- % Sir IfilUam, a cant name 

principled perfons. of Sir Humphry's tot Lord 

t The too violent clamour Trcafurer Gedolphin. 
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anfwer was, that " fhe was in a good 
** moderate way." Phyficians were fent 
for in hafte: Sir Roger y with great diffi- 
culty, brovight Ratcliff'y Garth came upon 
the firft meflage. There were feveral 
others called in; but, as ufual upon fuch 
occaflons, they differed ftrangely at the 
confultation. At laft they divided into two 
parties, one fided with Garthy the other 
with RatcUff. * Dr. Garth. « This cafe 
** feems to me to be plainly hyfterical; the 
'* old woman is whimiical ; it is a com-' 
** mon thing for your (^ women to be 
'* fo ; I'll pawn my life, blifters, with the 
*' fteel diet, will recover her." Others 
fii^efted ftrong purging, and letting of 
blood, becaufe fhe was plethorick. Some 
went fo far as to fay the old woman was 
mad, and nothing would be better than a 
Httie corporal corredion. RatcUff y '' Gen- 
** demen, you are miftaken in this cafe j 
" it is plainly an acute diftemper, and flie 
" cannot hold out three days, unlefs fhe is 
" fupported with ftrong cordials." I came 
into the room with a good deal, of concern, 

* Garthy the low-church party. Ratcli'ff^ high-church party. 
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and afked them, what they thought of my 
mother? " In no manner of danger, I 
" vow to Gad, quoth Garth ^ the old 
" woman is hyfterical, fanciful, Sir, I vow 
" to Gadr " I tell you, Sir,>/^ Ratcliff, 
" fhe cannot live three days to an end, 
" unlefs there is fome very effedi:ual courfc 
** taken with her; {he has a. malignant 
" fever." Then fool, puppy, and block- 
head were the beft words they gave. I 
could hardly reftrain them from throwing 
the ink-bottles at one another's heads. I 
forgot to tell you, that one party of the 
phyficians defired, I would take my fifter 
Peg into the houfe to nurfe her, but the 
old gentlewoman would not hear of that. 
At laft one phyfician afked, if the lady had 
ever been ufed to take Laudanum f Her 
maid anfwered, not that fhe know ; but 
indeed there was a High-German Livery- 
man of hers, one * Tan Ptfchirnfooker, that 
gave her a fort of quack-powder. The 
phyiician defired to fee it: " Nay, fays 
** he, there is Opium in this, I am lure." 

* Tan Ptfchirnfooker^ a bifhop at that time, a great Jcilcr 
in politiclu and pbyfick. 

I 2 Mrs- 
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Mrs. BuU. I hope you examined a little 
into this matter. 

yohn Bull. I did indeed, and diicovered 
a great myftery of iniquity. The witnefles 
made oath, That they had heard fome of 
the * Livery-men frequently railing at their 
miftrefs. " They faid, fhe was a trouble- 
** fome fiddle-faddle old woman, and (o 
** ceremonious, that there was no bearing 
" of her. They were fo plagued with 
** bowing and cringing as they went in and 
** out of the room, that their backs ached. 
** She ufed to fcold at one for his dirty 
" fhoes, at another for his greafy hair, and 
** not combing his head : that fhe was 
*^ fo paffionate and fiery in her temper, 
** that there was no living with her ; ihe 
" wanted fomething to fweeten her blood : 
" that they never had a quiet night's reft, 
" for getting up in the morning to early 
" facraments ; they wifhed they could find 
" fome way or another to keep the old 
" woman quiet in her bed." Such dif- 
courfes were often overheard among the 
Livery-men^ while the faid Yan Ptfchirn^ 

* The, clerg)'. • 

Jhoker 
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Jool^r had undertook this matter. A maid 
made affidavit, " That fhe had feen the 
** laid Tan Ptfchirnjhokery one of the Li- 
« very-men^ frequently making up of me- 
" dicines, and adminiftring them to all 
" the neighbours ; that fhe law him one 
** morning make up the powder, which 
" her miftrefs took ; that Ihe had the cu- 
" riolity to alk him, whence he had the in- 
" gredients ? They come, lays he, from 
" feveral parts of de world ; dis I have 
" from Geneva, dat from Rotne, this white 
" powder from Amfterdam, and the red 
" from Edinburgh ; but the chief ingre- 
" dient of all comes from Turkey r It was 
likewile proved, that the (nATanPtfchirn- 
fooker had been frequently Icen at the I^fe 
vidth Jack, who was known to bear an in- 
veterate fpite to his miftrefs: That he 
brought a ccrtahi powder to his miftrefs, 
whicn the examinant believes to be the 
lame, and fpoke the following words: 
" Madam, here is grand fecret van de 
" world, my fweetening powder, it does 
" temperate de humour, dcfpel thewindt, 
" and cure de vapour, it lulleth and quict- 
" eth the animal fpirits, procuring reft r.'d 

I 3 ** plea- 
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** pleasant dreams : it is de infallible re- 
" ceipt fordefcurvy, all heats in de blcxxlt, 
** and breaking out upon de ikin: it is de 
" true blood-ftancher, (topping all fluxes 
" of de blood : if you do take dis, you 
" will never ail any ding ; it will cure you 
" of all difcafes:" and abundance more to 
this puipofe, which the examinant does 
jiot remember. 

John Bull was interrupted in his ftory 
by a porter, that brought him a letter from 
Nicholas prog, which is as follows, 

CHAP. IX, 

* A Copy of Nic. Frog's letter to John Bull, 

[John Bull reads."] 

FRIEND JOHN, 

" "ITTHAT Schellum is this, that makes 
" ^^ thee jealous of thy old friend 
" Nicholas f Haft thou forgot how fome 
" years ago he took thee out of the 
" + fpunging-houfe ? ['7/j true my friend 
Nic, did foy and I thank him j but he 

* A letter from the S— -« + Alluding to the Rcvolu- 
G— If tJQti. 

made 
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made mepay afmmging reckomng."] " Thou 
" beginn'ft now to repent thy bargain, 
" that thou waft fo fond of; and, if 
** thou durft, would'ft forfwear thy own 
" hand and feal. Thou fay'ft, that thou 
" haft purchafed me too great an eftate 
" already; when, at the fame time, thou 
** know'ft I have only a mortgage : 'tis 
" true, I have pofleflion, and the tenants 
*' own me for mafter ^ but has not Efquire 
" South, i^t equity of redemption ? [^No 
doubt^ and will redeem it very fpeedily \ 
poor Nio. has only pojfefftony eleven points 
of the law."] ** As for the * turnpikes, I 
" have fet up, they arc for other people, 
** not for my friend John^ I have ordered 
** my fervant conftantly to attend, to let 
" thy carriages through without paying 
" any thing; only I hope thou wilt not 
" come too heavy laden to fpoil my ways. 
" Certainly I have juft caufe of offence 
** agamft thee, my friend, for fuppofing 
" it poffible that thou and I ftiould ever 
" quarrel : what houndsfoot is it that puts 
<* mefe whims in thy head? Ten thoufand 

* The Duttb prohibition of trade. 

I 4 " laft 
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*' laft of devils haul me, if I don't love thee 
" as I love my life. [JVo queftiotiy as the 
devil Imxs holy-ivater r\ "Does not thy own 
" hand and feal oblige thee to purchafe for 
" me, till I fay it is enough ? Are not thefe 
" words plain? I fay it is not enough. 
" Doft thou think thy friend Nicholas Frog 
" made a child's bargain i' Mark the 
" v.'ords of thy contradt:, Totd pecuma^ 
" with all thy money. [Very ncelll I have 
Purchafed with my ffwn money^ my chil- 
drensy and my grand-childrefts money^ is 
not that enough f fVell^ tota pecunii. let 
it bey for at frefcnt I have none at all: he 
would not have me purchafe with other peo- 
ples money fure ; fince tota pecunia is the 
bargain^ I think it is plain^ no more mo- 
ney^ no more purchafe.'\ " And what- 
** ever the world may fay, Nicholas Frog 
" is but a poor man in comparifon of the 
" rich, the opulent John Bully great clothier 
" of the world. I have had many lofles, 
" fix of my befl fheep were drowned, and 
" the water has come into my cellar, and 
** fpoiled a pipe of my befl brandy : it 
" would be a more friendly a«9; in thee to 
" carry a brief about the country to repair 

*<th^ 
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** the lofles of thy poor friend. Is it not 
" evident to all the world, that I am ftill 
" hemmed in by Lewis Baboon f Is he not 
" juft upon my borders ? \Andfo he will be^ 
if I pur chafe a thoufand acres more^ unlefs 
he get fomebody betwixt them,"] " I tell thee, 
" friend John^ thou haft flatterers, tliat 
* * perfuade thee that thou art a man of bufi- 
" nefs; do not believe them : ifthouwould'ft 
" ftill leave thy afl&irs in my hands, thou 
" ftiould'ft fee how handfomely I would 
" deal by thee. That ever thou fliould'ft 
" be dazzled with the inchanted ifknds, 
" and mountains of gold, that old Lawis 
" promifes thee I 'Dfwounds 1 why doft 
" thou not lay out thy money to purchafe 
" a place at court, of honeft Ifraelf I tell 
" thee, thou muft not fo much as think. 
" of a compofition. \Not think of a com- 
poJitioHy that's hard indeed', I cant help 
thinking of it, if I would.^ " Thou com- 
** plain'ft of want of money ; let thy wife 
'* and daughters bum the gold lace of 
" their petticoats ; fell thy fat cattle ; re- 
" trench but a lirloin of beef anda peck- 
** loaf in a week from thy gormandizing 
^^ gutts, [Retrench my beef a dog I Re- 
trench 
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trench my beef! then it is plain the rafcal 

has an ill defign upon tne^ he would Jiarve 

me. " Mortgage thy manor of Bullock s- 

" hatchy or pawn thy crop for ten years. 

[A rogue ! part with my country-feat y my 

patrimony y all that I have left in the world; 

Til fee him hanged firfi.] « Why haft 

" thou changed thy attorney ? Can any 

" man manage thy caufe better for thee ? 

[Fery pleafant l becaufe a man has a good 

attorney y he mufl never make an end of 

his lauo'fuit,'] « Ah John! John I I wifli 

" thou knew'ft thy own mind ; thou art 

** as fickle as the wind. I tell thee, thou 

" hadft better let this compofition alone, 

** or leave it to thy 

Loving friend, 

NIC. FROG. 



1 



CHAP; 
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C H A P. X. 

Of fame extraordinary * thingSy that pajfed 
at the Salutation tofuern, in the confe- 
rence between Bull, Frog, Efquire South, 
and Lewis Baboon. 

FROG had given his word, that he 
would meet the above-mentioned 
company at the Salutation to talk of this 
agreement. Though he durft not diredlljr 
break his appointment, he made many a 
ftiuffling excufej one time he pretended 
to be feized with the gout in his right knee ; 
then he got a great cold, that had flruck 
him deaf of one ear ; afterwards two of 
his coach-horfes fell fick, and he durfl not 
go by water for feair of catching an ague. 
yoy6« would take noexcufe, but hurried him 
away : " Come Nic, fays he, let*s go and 
" hear at leaft what this old fellow has to 
" propofe I I hope there's no hurt in that. 
<* Be it fo, quoth Nic. but if I catch any 

• 

♦ The treaty of Utncht: ments, nor the /r/«rA deliver 

the difRculty to get them to in their propofals. The houfc 

meet. When met, the Dutch of Juflria talked very high, 
would not fpcak their fenti* 

^^ harm, 
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** harm, woe be to you ; my wife and 
" children will curfe you as long as they 
" live." When they were come to the 
Salutation^ John concluded all was fure 
then, and that he fhould be troubled no 
more with law affairs ; he thought every 
body as plain and fincere as he was. 
** Well, neighbours, quoth he^ let's now 
** make an end of all matters, and live 
** peaceably together for the time to come ; 
" if every body is as well inclined as I, we 
" fhall quickly come to the upfhot of our 
'* affair." And fo pointing to Frog to 
lay fometliing, to the great furprize of all 
the company. Frog was feized with a dead 
pally in the tongue. John began to afk 
him fome plain queftions, and whooped 
and hollowed in his ear. " Let's come to 
" the point. Nk I Who wouldeft thou 
" have to be Lord Struttf Wouldeft thou 
" have Philip Baboonr Nic. fhook his 
head, and faid nothing. " Wilt thou then 
" have Efquire South to be Lor^ Strutt?'* 
Nic. fhook his head a fecond time. " Then 
" who the devil wilt thou have ? lay fome- 
" thing or another." Nic, opened hi% 
mouth, and pointed to his tongue, and 

cried, 
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cried, " A, a, a, a !" which was as much as 
to fey, he could not Ipeak. John Bull.'] 
" Shall I ferve Philip Baboon with broad- 
" cloth, and accept of the compofition 
" that he offers, with the liberty of his 
** parks and fifh-ponds?" Then jA^/ic. roared 
like a bull, " O, o, o, o I" John Bull.] 
" If thou wilt nor let me have them, wilt 
" thou take them thyfelf ?" Then Nic. 
grinned, cackled, and laughed, till he was 
like to kill himfelf, and feemed to be fo 
pleafed, that he fell a frifking and dancing 
about the room. John Bull.] " Shall I 
" leave all this matter to thy management, 
" iWc.and go about mybuflnefs?" Then 
Nic. got up a glafs, and drank to John, 
fliaking him by the hand, till he had like 
to have fhook his ihoulder out of joint. 
John Bull.] " I underftand thee, Nic. but 
** I fhall make thee fpeak before I go." 
Then Nic. put his finger in his cheek, and 
made it cry Buck\ which was as much 
as to fay, I care not a farthing for thee. 
John Bull.] " I have done Nic. if thou 
" wilt not fpeak, I'll make my own 
*' terms with old Lewis here." Then Nic. 
Jelled out his tongue, and turned up his 

bum 
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bum to him; which was as much as to 
iay, Kifs — 

John perceiving that Frog would not 
(peak, turns to old Lewis: " Since we 
" cannot make this ohftinate fellow fpeak, 
" Lemsy pray condcfcend a little to his 
" humour, aud fct down thy meaning 
" upon paper, that he may anfwcr it in 
" another (crap. 

" I am inmiitely forry, quoth Lewis, 
"that it happens fo unfortunately; for 
" playing a litde at cudgels t'other day, 
" a fellow has given me fuch a rap over 
" the right-arm, that I am quite lame : 
" I have loft the ufc of my fore-finger 
" and my thumb, fo that I cannot hold 
" my pen. 

John Bull, " That's all one, let mc 
" write for you. 

Lewis, " But I have a misfortune, that 
" I cannot read any body's hand but my 
" own. 

John Bull, " Try what you can da 
" with your left-hnnd. 

Lewis. " That's impoflible; it wilt 
" make fuch a fcrawl, tliat it will not be 
" legible, 

2 As 



fr/^Jisf;r. 
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As they were talking of this matter, in 
came * Efquire Smtby all drefled up in 
feathers and ribbons, flark flaring mad, 
hrandifliing his fword, as if he would have 
cut oiF their heads; crying, " Room, 
** room, boys, for the grand Efquire of 
" the world 1 the flower of Efquirest 
*< WhatI covered in myprefence? I'll 
** crufh your fouls„ and crack, you like 
« lice I" With that he had like to have 
ftfuck John Buirs hat into the file ; but 
yohny who was pretty ftrong-fifted, gave 
him fuch a fquecze as made his eyes water. 
He went on ftill in his mad pranks; 
*' When I am Lord of the Univerfe, the 
*' fun fliall proftrate and adore me ! Thou, 
« Frogy (halt be my bailiff; Lewis my 
** taylor ; and thou, John Bull, flialt be 
« my fool r 

All this while Frog laughed in his fleeve, 
gave the Efquire t'other noggan of brandy, 
and clapped him on the back, which made 
him ten times madder. 

Poor John ftood in amaze, talking thus 
to himfelf : " Well, Johty thou art got 

« The Archduke was now being unanimoufly cleiled up- 
fcfcome Emperor of Gtrmany i on the death of Jofeph the firtt. 

« into 
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" into rare company ! One has a dumb 
** devdl, t'other a mad devil, and the third 
** a {pint of infirmity. An honeft man 
" has a fine time on't among fuch rogues. 
** What art thou afldng of them, after all ? 
** Some mighty boon one would think ( 
" only to fit quietly at thy own fire-fide. 
" *Sdeath, what have I to do with fuch 
" fellows ! John Bully after all his lofles 
** and crofles, can live better without them, 
** than they can without him. Would to 
" God I Uved a thoufand leagues off them! 
** but the devil's in't, John Bull is in, and 
" John Bull muft get out as well as he 



« can." 



As he was talking to himfelf, he ob- 
ferved Frog and old Lewis edging * towards 
one another to whifper ; fo that John was 
forced to fit with his arms a-kimbo, to 
keep them afunder. 

Some people advifed John to blood Frog 
under the tongue, or take away his bread 
and butter, which would certainly make 
him Ipeak ; to give Efquire South hellebore ; 



* Some attempts of fecret negotiation between the Frtncb 
and the DuUh. 

« as 
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as for Lewisy fpme were for emollient piil- 
teffes, others for opening his arm with an 
inciiion-knife^ 

> C H A P. XL 

l%e apprihmdingy exatAinatiohy dniiifHprU 
fonment of^2s^forfufpkioh ofpoifening. 

THE attentive reader cannbt have 
forgot, that the ftory of Tan Ptjchim^ 
fookers powder was interrupted by a mef-* 
{age from Frog. I have a natural com- 
paflion for curiofity, being much troubled 
with the diftemper myfelf j therefore to 
gratify that uneafy itching fenfation in my 



« The receiving the Holjr 
fsicrament as adminiftercd by 
the church of England once 
tit leaft in every year, having 
been made a nedeflary qualifi- 
cation for places of'truft and 
profit, many of the DiiTentcrs 
came to the altar merely for 
this purpofc. A bill to pre- 
vent this practice had been 
three times brought ihto the 
houfe and rejefled, under the 
title of A bill to pnvent occa- 
jpanal confitmity. But the Earl 
Cf^^ottingham having brought 
it in a fourth time under an- 



other name, slnd vyrith the ad- 
dition of fuch claufes as were 
iaid to enlarge the toleration, 
and to be a further fecurlty to 
the Proteftant fuoceilioni the 
Whigs, whofe caufe the Earl 
then appeared to cfpoufe, vTcrt 
perfuadcd to concur j fomc, bc«« 
caufc they wdre indeed willing 
that the bill ihould pafs, and 
others, bccaufe they believed 
the Earl of Oxjird would stt 
laft procure it to be thrown 
out. The four following chap- 
ters contain the hiftofy of this 
tranfaflion. 



K 



reader, 
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reader, I have procured the following ac- 
count of that matter. 

Tan Ptfchirnfioker came off (as rogues 
ufually do upon flich occafions) by peach- 
ing his partner; and being extremely for- 
ward to bring him to the gallows, ^yach 
was accufed as the contriver of all die 
roguery. And indeed it happened unfor- 
tunately for the poor fellow, that he wa^ 
known to bear a moft inveterate fpight 
againft the old gentlewoman; and con- 
fequently, that never any ill accident hap- 
pened to her, but he was fufpeded to be 
at the bottom of it. If fhe pricked her 
finger, Jack^ to be fure, laid the pin in 
the way; if fome noife in the ftreet di- 
fturbcd her reft, who could it be but Jack 
in fome of his nodumal rambles ? If a 
fervant ran away, Jack had debauched 
him : every idle tittle-tattle that went a- 
bout, Jack was always fufpeded for the 
author of it : however, all was nothing to 
this laft affair of the temperating, mode- 
rating powder. 

* All the misfortunes of the church charged upon die Prc^ 
byterian party. 

The 



JOHN BULjL. 131 

The hue and cry went after Jack to- 
apprehend him dead or alive, where-ever 
h^ could be fQund. The conilables looked 
put for him in all his ufual haunts ; but to 
no purpofe. Where d'ye think they found 
jbijm at laft ? Even finoaking his pipe very 
quietly at his brother Martins', from 
whenqe he was carried with avail mob at 
his heels befpre the worftiipful Mr. juftice 
Overdo, Several of his neighbours made 
oath, * that of late the prifoner had been 
obferved to lead a very diflblute life, re- 
nouncing even his ufual hypocrify, and 
pretences to fobriety : that he frequented 
taverns and eating-houfes, and had been 
often guilty of drunkennefs and gluttony 
at my lord-mayor's table : that he had 
been feen in the company of lewd women: 
that he had transferred his ufual care of 
the en^oiied copy of his father's will, to 
bank bills, orders for tallies, and deben- 
tures + : thefe he now affirmed, with more 
literal truth, to be Xtfteat, 'drink, andchth, 
the fhilofiph&r s Jime^ and the univerfal me- 

* The manners of ^e Dif- f Dealing much in ftock- 
(ent«rs changed from their for- jobbing. 
met &ti&Mis. t Tale of a Tub. 

K 2 dicine: 
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dicine: that he was fo far from Hie^Ving 
his cuftomary reverence to the willy that 
he kept company with thofe, that called 
his father a cheating rogue, and his will a 
forgery* : tliat he not only fat quietly and 
heard his father railed at^ but often chimed 
in with the difcoutfe, and hugged the au- 
thors as his bofom friends t f 7%at inftead 
ofcijkingfor blows at the corners ofthejlreets^ 
he now beftowed them as plentifully as he 
begged them before. In fhort, that he 
was grown a mere rakej and had nothing 
left in him of old Jacky except his fpight 
to John Bull's mother. 

Another witnefs made oath, That Jack 
had been overheard bragging of a :|: trick 
he had found out to manage the old/or- 
maljade, as he ufed to call her. " Damn 
" this numb-ikuU of mine, fuoth he, that 
" I could not light on it fooner. As long 
" as I go in this ragged tattered coat, I 
" am fo well known, that I am hunted 
away from the old woman'« door by 
every barking cur about the houfc ; they 

♦ Herding with Deifti and % Getting into places and 
•Atheiftj. church preferments by oceiM' 

t Tale of a Tub. fioiwl coiformity* 

<«bid 
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" bid me defiance. There's no doing miC- 
" chief as an open enemy, I muft find 
" fome way or other of getting within 
" doors, and then I fliall have better op- 
** portunities of playing my pranks, be- 
" fides the benefit of good keeping." 

* Two witneiles fwore, that feveral 
years ^o, there came to their miftrefs's 
door a young fellow in a tattered coat, 
that went by the name of Timothy Trim^ 
whom they did in their confcience believe 
to be the very prifoner, refembling him 
in fhape, ftature, and the features of his 
countenance : that the faid Ittnothy Trim 
being taken into the fiimily, clapped their 
jniftrefs*s livery over his own tattered coat : 
that the faid Ttmoiby was extremely offici- 
ous about their miflrefs's perfon, endea- 
vouring by flattery and tale-bearing to fct 
her againu the refl of the fervants : no 
body was fb ready to fetch any thing that 
was wanted, to reach what was dropt : 
that he ufed to fhove and elbow his fellow- 
{ervants to get near his miftrefs, efpecially 
when money was a paying or receiving ; 

* Betraying the interefts of the church, when got into 

preferments. 

K 3 then 
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then he was never out of the way : that 
he was extremely dili^nt about every 
body*s bufinefs, but his own: that the faid 
TtMotfyy while he was in the femily, ufed 
to be playing roguifli tricks ; when his 
miftrefs's back was turned, he would loll 
out his tongue, make mouths, and laugh 
at her, walking behind her like Harlequin^ 
ridiculing her motions and geftures; but 
if his miftrefs looked about, he put on a 
grave, demure coimtenance, as if he had 
been in a fit of devotion : that he ufed 
often to trip up ftairs fo fmoothly, that 
you could not hear him tread, and put all 
things out of order : that he would pinch 
the children and fervants, when he met 
them in the dark, fo hard, that he left the 
print of his fore-finger and his thumb in 
black and blue, and then llink into a ccff- 
ner, as if no body had done it : out of the 
fame malicious defign he ufed to lay chairs 
and joint-ftools in their way, that they 
might break their nofes by falling over 
them : the more young and unexperienced 
he ufed to teach to talk feucily, and call 
names : during his ftay in the family, there 
was much plate miffing; being catched 
4 with 
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with a couple of filver fpoons in his pockcr, 
with their handles wrenched off, he faid, 
he was only going to carry them to the 
goldfmith's to be mended: that the (aid 
Ttmotfyvrzs hated byall the honeft fervants 
for his ill-conditioned, fplenetick tricks, 
but efpecially for his flanderous tongue; 
traducing them to their mi(b-efs, as drunk- 
ards, thieves, and whore-mafters : that the 
laid Ttfmthy by lying ftories ufed to fet all 
the family together by the ears, taking de- 
light to make them fight and quarrel ; 
* particularly one day fitting at table, he 
rpoke words to this effed : " I am of o- 
" pinion, quoth he^ that little fhort fellows, 
" fuch as we are, have better hearts, and 
** could beat the tall fellows; I wifli it 
" came to a fair trial j I believe thefe long 
** fellows, as fightly as they are, fhould 
•* find their jackets well thwacked." 

A parcel of tall fellows, who thought 
them{elvcs af&onted by the difcourfe, took 
up the quarrel, and to't they went, the tall 
men and the low men, which continues 
flill a fadHon in the family to the great 

• The original of the di- thunhmtn and High-durch' 
ftindion in the names of Ltw- mm. 

K4 dif- 
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difbrder of our miftrefs's affairs : the faid 
Ttmoify carried this frolick (o far, that he 
propofed to his miftrefe, that fhe fhould 
entertain no fervant, that was above four 
foot feven inches high ; and for that pur- 
pofe had prepared a gage, by which they 
were to be meafured. The good old gen-' 
tlewoman was not fb fimple, as to go into 
his projed ; Ihe began to fmell a rat. " This 
" Trimy quoth fre^ is an odd j(<Mt of a fellow ; 
" methinks he makes a ftrange figure with 
*' that ragged, tatto-edcoat, appearing un~ 
** der his livery ; can't he go Ipruce and 
** clean, like the reft of the fervants? the 
*' fellow has a roguifli leer with him, which 
** I don't like by any means ; befides, he 
** has fiich a twang in his difcourfe, and 
*' an ungraceful way of fpeaking through 
** the nofe, that one can hardly underftand 
^* him ; I wifh the fellow be not tainted 
** with fbme bad difeafe." The witnefles 
farther made oath, that the faid Timothy 
lay out a-nights, and went abroad often at 
uhfeafbnable hours; and it was credibly 
reported, he djd bufinefs in another fanu- 
ly: that h? pretended to have a fqueamifh 
ftomach, and could not eat at t^ble with 

the 
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the reft of the fervants, though this was 
but a pretence to provide fome nice bit for 
himfelf; that he refufed to dine uponfaljt- 
fifh, only to have an opportunity to eat a 
calTs head (his favourite difti) in private ; 
that for all his tender ilomach, when he 
was got by himfelf, he could devour ca<r 
pons, turkeys, and Hrloins of beef, like a 
cormorant. 

Two other witneflfes gave the following 
evidence : That in his officious attendance 
upon his mifb-efs, he had tried to flip a 
powder into her drink ; and that he was 
once catched endeavouring to flifle her 
with a pillow as fhe was afleep : that he 
and Ptfchirnfooker were often in clofe con- 
ference, and that they ufed to drink toge- 
ther at the Rofiy where it feems he was 
well enough known by his true name of 
Jack ; 

The prifbner had little to fay in his de- 
fence; he endeavoured to prove himfelf 
y^/Jfo'; fo that the trial turned upon this 
{ingle queftion, whether the faid lifnothy 
Trim and jfack were the fame perfon ; 
which was proved by fuch plain tokens 
fmd particularly by a mole under the lef^ 
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pap, that there was no withftanding the 
evidence; therefore the worfhipfiil Nfr. 
Juflice committed him, in order to his 
trial. 

CHAP. xn. 

Hffw Jack's friends came to vijk him inpri- 
Jon, and what adnnce they gave him, 

JACK hitherto had pailed in the world 
for a poor, fimple, well-meaning, half- 
witted, crack-brained fellow. People were 
ilrangely furprized to find him in (uch a 
roguery; that heihould difguifc himfelf 
under a falfe name, hire himfelf out for a 
fervant to an old gentlewoman, only ion 
jui opportunity to poifon her. They faid, 
that it was more generous to prc^efs c^)en 
enmity, than under a pro&und diiUmijla- 
tion to be guilty of flicha fcandalous breach 
of truft, and of the ^cred rights of ho^i- 
tali^. In Aiort, the adion was univoMly 
condemned by his bed friends; they told 
him in plain terms, that this was come as 
a judgment upon him for his loofe life, his 
gluttctfiy, drunkennefs, and avarice, for 
laying afide his father's mil in an old 

mouldy 
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ftiouldy trunk, and turning ftock-jobber, 
news-monger, and bufy-bodjr, meddling 
with other people's affairs, fhaking off his 
old ferious friends, and keeping company 
with buffoons and pick-pockets, Iiis famer's 
{worn enemies : that he had beft throw 
himfelf upon the mercy of the court ; re- 
• pent, and change his manners. To fay 
truth, yack heard thefe difcourfes with, 
fome compundUon \ however, he refolved 
to try what his new acqu^ntance would 
do for him : they lent * Habbakhuk Sly- 
btxASy who delivered him the following 
mei&ge, as the peremptory commands of 
his trufty companions. 

Hahbakiuk. Dear jfack^ I am forry for 
thy misfortune : matters have not been 
carried on vdth due fecrecy ; however we 
niuft make the beft of a bad bargain : thou 
art in the utmoft jeopardy, that's certain ; 
hang, draw, and quarter, are the gentleft 
things they talk of. However, thy faithful 
friends, ever watchful for thy fecurity, bid 
me tell thee, that they have one infallible 

* Habbakkui Slyioettf a fent to the bill againft ecca- 
certain great man who per- Jional conformity^ as being for 
fiuuled the Diflenters to con- their intereft. 

expedient 
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yacki Truly this h a matter of fome- 
concern; and my friends, I hope, won*t 
take it ill, if I enquire a litde into the 
means by which they intend to deliver me : 
a rope and a noofe are no jefting matters I 

Hob. Why fo miftruftfiil ? haft thou 
ever found us felfe to thee? I tell thee, 
there is one ready to cut thee down. 

Jack, May I prefome to afk who it is, 
that is entrufted with fo important an of- 
fice.? 

Hab. Is there no end of thy how's and 
thy why's.? Thais afecret, 

Jack, A fecret, perhaps, that I may be 
fafely trufted with,, for I am not like to tell 
it again. I tell you plainly, it is no ftrange 
thing for a man, before he hangs himfelf 
up, to enquire who is to cut him down. 

Hab. Thou fufpicious creature ! if thou 
muft needs know it, I tell thee it is * Sir 
Roger: he has been in tears ever fince thy 
misfortune. Don Diego and we have laid 
it fo, that he is to be in the next room, and 
before the rope is well about thy neck, reft 

* It was given out that the hi* credit with the Tories » 
Earl of Oxford would oppofe and the Diflenters -did believe 
the occafional bill, and fo lofe he would not fufl'er it to pafs. 

fatisficd, 
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^dsfied, he will break in and cut thee 
down: fear not, oid boy; we'll do it, TU 
warrant diee. 

y^^i. So I muft hang myfelf up, upon 
hopes diatSir Roger will cut me down, and 
all this upon the credit of Dtm Diego : a 
fine ftratagem indeed to fave my life, that 
depends upon hanging, Don Diego, and 
Sir Roger I 

Hob. I tell thee there is a myftery in 
all this, my friend, a piece of profound 
folicy \ if thou kneweft what good this 
will do to the common caufe, thy heart 
would leap for joy : I am fure thou wouldfl 
not delay the expaiment one moment. 

jfack. This is to the tune of AH for the 
better. What s your caufe to me, when I 
am hanged ? 

Hah, RefiaAory mortal! If thou wilt 
not truil thy friends, take what follows ; 
Jcnow afSiredly, before next fiill-mooa, 
that thou wilt be hung up in diains, or 
thy quarters perching upcm the mofl con- 
fpicuous places c^ the kingdom. Nay, I 
don t bdieve they will be contented with 
hanging; they talk of empaling, or break-, 
ing on the wheel ; and thou chufeft that^ 

before 
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before' a gentle fufpending of tkyfelf for 
one minute. Hanging is not fo painful a 
thing as thou imagineft. I have fpoke with 
fever al, that have undergone it ; they all 
agree it is no manner of uheafinefs : be 
fure thou take good notice of the fymp- 
toms, the relation will be curious. It is 
but a kick or two with thy heels, and a 
wiy mouth or fo : Sir Roger will be with 
diee in the twinkling of an eye. 

yack. But what if Sir Roger fhould not 
come; will my friends be thereto fuccour 
me? 

Hoik Doubt it not ; I will provide 
every thing againfl to-morrow morning ; 
do mou keep thy own fccret ; fay no- 
thing: I tell thee, it is abfblutely ne- 
ceflary for the common good, that thou 
{houldft go through this operation. 

CHAP. xin. 

I 

Hdw Jack hanged himfelf up by theperfua- 
Jion of his friends y who broke their words y 
and left his neck in the noofe. 

JACK was a profefled enemy to impUr 
Qtfaitby and yet I dare fay it was never 

more 
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more ftrongly exerted, nor more baiely 
abu^, than upon this occa^on. He wsis 
now with his old fiiends, in the ftate of a 
poor diibanded officer after a peace, or 
rather a wounded fbldier after a batde } 
like an old favourite of a cunning niinifler 
after the job is over; or a decayed beauty 
to a cloyed lover in queft of new game; 
or like a hundred fiich things^ that one fees 
eveiy day. There were new intrigues^ 
new views, hew projedb on foot ; ' yack*s 
life was the purchafe of i>^^oV friendfhip, 
much good may it do them. The intereft 
of Hocus and Sir William Crawley ^ which 
was ndw more at heart, made this opera- 
tion upon poor jack abfelutely neceflary. 
Vou may eafily guefs, that his refl that 
night was but fmall, and much difbirbed ; 
however, the remaining part of his time he 
did not employ (as his cuftomwas former- 
ly) in prayer, meditation, or finging a 
double verfe of a pfalm; but amufed 
himfelf with difpofing of his bank-flodc. 
Many a doubt, many a qualm, overfpread 

' The Earl of Natttngham this bill one of the condidoiu 
made the concurrence of the of his engaging in their caftfe. 
Whigs to bring in and carry 

his 
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Kis clouded imagination : ** Mufl I then, 
^mth hey " hang up my own perfonal, na- 
tural, individual felf, with thefe two 
hands I DurusSertm! Whatif Ifhould 
be cut down, as my friends tell me ? 
There is fomething infamous in the very 
attempt ; the world will conclude, I had 
a guilty con/cience. Is it pofllble that 
good man, Sir Roger, can have fb much 
pity upon an unfortunate fcoundrel, 
that has perfccuted him fb many vears ? 
No, it cannot be j I don't love favours 
tliat pafs through Don Diego s hands. 
On the other fide, my blood chills a- 
bout my heart at the thought of thefe 
rogues, with their bloody hands grab- 
bling in my guts, and pulling out my 
very entrails : hang it, for once I'll truft 
my friends." So Jack refolved; but he 
had done more wifely to have put him- 
felf upon the trial of his country, and 
made his defence in form ; many things 
happen between the cup and tlie lip; 
witncfTcs might have been bribed, juries 
managed, or profecution flopped. But 
fo it was, Jack for this time had a fuf- 
ficient flock of implicit faith, which led 

L him 
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him to his ruin, as the fequel of the Hoty 
fliews. 

And now the fatal day was come, in 
which he was to try this hanging experi- 
ment. His friends did not fail him at the 
a|^inted hour to fee it put in pradice* 
Habbakkuk brought him a fmooth, flxong, 
tough rope, made of many a ply of whole- 
fomtScandiTUFumnhemT^y compadly twitt- 
ed together, with a noofe that flipt as glib- 
as a bird-catcher's gin. jfack Ihrunk and 
grew pale at firft fight of it ; he handled 
k, he meafured it, ftretched it, fixed it 
againft the iron bar of the window to try 
its ftrength; but no familiarity could re- 
concile him to it. He found fault with 
the length, the thicknefs, and the twift ; 
hay, the very colour did not pleafe him. 
" Will nothing lefs than hanging ferve, 
^uoth yack, " Won't my enemies take bail 
" for* my good behaviour ? Will they ac- 
•* cept of a fine, or be fatisfied with the 
" pillory and imprifcmment, a good round 
" whipping, or burning in the cheek ?'* 

Hak Nothing but your blood will ap* 
peafe their rage ; make hafte, elfe we fiiall 
be difcovered. There's nothing like fur- 
prizing 
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prizing the rogues: how they will be 
difappointed, when they hear that thou 
haft prevented their revenge, and hanged 
thine own felf ? 

Jack That's true j but what if I fhould 
do it in effigies ? Is there never an old 
Pope or Pretender to hang up in my ftcad ? 
wc are not fb unlike, but it may pafs. 

Hab» That can never be put upon Sir 
Roger, 

Jack. Are you flire he is in the next 
room ? Have you provided a very fharp 
knife, in cafe of the worft ? 

Hob. Doft take me for a common lyar ? 
be fatis£ed, no damage can happen to 
your peribn; your friends will take care 
of that. 

Jack Mayn't I quilt my rope ? It galls 
my neck ftrangely: beiides, I don't like 
this running knot, it holds too tight j I 
may be ftifled all of a fuddcn. 

Hab. Thou haft fo many if*s and ancPs ; 
prithee difpatch ; it might have been over 
before this time. 

Jack, But now I think on't, I would 
fain fettle fome affairs, for fear of the 
worft: have a litde patience. 

L 2 Hi^, 
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Hab. There's no having patience, thoa 
art fiich a faintling, (illy creature. 

Jack, O thou moft deteftable, abomi- 
nable ^^T^-y^ obedience I did I ever imagine^ 
1 fhould become thy votary in fo preg- 
nant an inftance! How will my brother 
Martin laugh at this ftory, to fee himfelf 
out-done in his own calling? He has taken 
the dodlrine, and left me the pradice. 

No fooner had he uttered thefe words, 
but like a man of true courage, he tied the 
fatal cord to the beam, fitted the nooie, 
and mounted upon the bottom of a tub, 
the infide of which he had often graced in 
his profoerous days. This footftool Hob- 
bakkuk kicked away, and left poor Jack 
fwinging, like the pendulum of PauPs 
clock. The fetal noofe performed its of- 
fice, and with the moft ftrid ligature 
fqueezed the blood into his face, till it 
aflumed a purple dye. While the poor 
man heaved from the very bottom of his 
belly for breath, Habbakkuk walked' with 
great deliberation into both the upper and 
lower room to acquaint his friends, who 
received the news with great temper, and 
and with jeers and fcoA inftead of pity. 

« Jack 
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** yack has hanged himfelf, quoth they! 
" Jet us go and fee how the poor rogue 
" fvvings." Then they called Sir Roger. 
" Sir Roger^ quoth Habbakkuky Jack has 
<< hanged himfelf, make hafte and cut him 
" down." Sir Roger turned firft one ear, 
and then t'other, not underflanding what 
he faid. 

Hab» I tell you, Jack has hanged him- 
felf up. 

Sir Roger> Who's hanged ? 

Hab. Jack. 

Sir Roger, I thought this had not been 
hanging day. 

Hab. But the poor fellow has hanged 
himfelf. 

Siv Roger. Then let him hang. I don't 
wonder at it, the fellow has been mad 
thefe twenty years. With this he flunk 
away. 

Then Jockos friends begun to hunch 
and pufli one another, " Why don't you 
** go, and cut the poor fellow down? 
<* Why don't you ? And why don't you ? 
,<* Not I, quoth ofte; Not I, quoth another; 
** Not I, quoth a third', he may hang 'till 
<< doomfday before I relieve him." Nay, 

L3 it 
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it is credibly reported, that they were fo far 
from fuccouring their poor friend in this 
hisdifmal circumftance, that Ptfchirnfooker 
and feveral of his companions went in and 
pulled him by the legs, and thumped him 
on the breaft. Then they began to rail at 
him for the very thing, which they had 
advifed and juftified before, viz. his get^ 
ting into the old gentlewoman's family, 
and putting on her livery. The keeper, 
who performed the lafl: office, coming up, 
{oMTiaJack fwineing with no life in him; 
he took down the body gently, and laid 
it on a bulk, and brought out the rope to 
the company. " This, gendemen, is the 
" rope that hanged Jack ; what muft be 
** done with it ?" Upon which they order- 
ed it to be laid among the curiouties • of 
Grejham-Collegey and it is called JacKs rope 
to this very day. However, Jack after all 
had fome fmall tokens of lire in him, but 
lies at this time paft hope of /a total reco- 
very, with his head hanging on one fhoul- 
der, without fpeech or motion. The co- 
roner's inqueH: fuppoiing him to be dead, 
brought him in Non Compos, 

* Since removed with the Ro)ra] Society into Crant-Cturt I'n 
mtftrat, ^ jj ^ p^ 
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CHAP. XIV. 



7t>e conference between Don Diego and 
John Bull. 

DURING the time of the foregoing 
tranfadions, Dm Diego was enters 
taining John BuU, 

D. Diego, I hope, Sir, this day's pro- 
ceeding will convince you of the fincerity 
of your old friend Diego, and the treachery 
of Sk Roger, 

y. BulL What's the matter now ? 

JD. Diego, You have been endeavour- 
ing, for feveral years, to have juftice done 
upon that ro^e "fack ; but what through 
the remiflheS of conftables, juftices, and 
packed juries, he has always found the 
means to efcape. 

y.Bul/. What then? 

D. Diego. Confider then, who is your 
beft friend; he that would have brought 
him to condign punifliment, or he that 
has (aved him. By my perfuafion y^ci 
had hanged himfelf^ if Sir Roger had not 
cut him down. 

L 4 7. Bu//. 
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J» Bull. Who told yoU, that Sir Roger 
has done fb ? 

D. Diego. You feem to receive mc 
coldly; methinks my fervices deferve a, 
better return. 

y. Bull, Since you value yourfelf upon 
hanging this poor fcoundrel, \ tell you, 
when I have any more hanging-work, I'U 
fend for thee : I have fome better employ- 
ment for Sir Roger : In the mean time, I 
deiire the poor fellow may be looked after. 
When he firft came out of the North 
country into my fiunily, under the pre- 
tended name of Tttnothy Tritn^ th^ feUow 
feemed to mind his loom and his fpinc- 
ning-wheel, 'tillfomebody turned his headj 
then he grew fo pragmatical, that he took 
upon liim the government of my whole 
family: I could never order any thing 
within or without doors, bi|t h^ niuft be 
always giving his counfel, forfooth ; n(?ver- 
thelefs, tell him, I will forgive what is 
paft; gnd if he would mind his bufinefs 
for the future, and not meddle put of his 
own fphere, he wi|l find, that John Bull 
is not of a cruel di^fitioq. 

D, Di9§9^ 
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JD. Diego. Yet all your fkilful phyfi- 
cians fay, that nothing can recover your 
mother, but a piece of Jack's liver boiled 
in her foupe. • 

y. Bull. Thofe are quacks: my mother 
abhors fuch Cannibals food : fhe is in per- 
fe6b health at prefent : I would have given 
many a good pound to have had her fo 
well fomc time ago. -f* There are indeed 
two or three troublefome old nurfes, that, 
becaufe they believe I am tender-hearted, 
will never let me have a quiet night's reft 
with knocking me up : " Oh, Sir, your 
^* mother is taken extremely ill ! fhe is 
** fallen into a fainting fit ! fhe has a great 
^' emptinefs, wants fuftenance!" This is 
only to recommend diemfelves for their 
great care : John Bully as fimple as he is, 
underftands a litde of a pulfe. 

CHAP. XV. 

^efequelofthe meeting at the * Salutation, 

HERE li^mkWtitJohnBull, 
fitting between Nic, Frog and 

r|- New clampuM about the danger of ^he church. 
f At the congrpfs of Utrttht^ 

Lewis 
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Lamt iMOnmn. ^vro: j& htzik a-^ianix)^ in 
^ROK VMcyn t: 42=3^ :I^Bn» and -A>. a- 

ricTDcaE: i3t:1te"HiiL::iEn:Tr'Jbalawliiiper, 

1'. Jl:;* c Iiiarr zjcts iiiir.JIjffiiiByjlaiid; wliidi 

J. ^ ^ 

Ijews JEE ilDx pa: in jmms pocket, with 
apandho-aTa^ trv%:::lmnwliathewas 
i.bojL Jfc»ixa£i*caHa3dly to retire into 
a owner to pertae lidc * A»/Kr/ ^^wr of 
t*iiCf ; » icreb iff fixrad, that Nic, had 
uied great ireeaccns r»!^ with his interefl: 
a})d rt^utaiioii. Ooccancsiiied thefe words: 
^ De^£.«2m, Thoa feeft dearly, that this 
<' blockhead can ncra* faring his matters 
'' tobcar: let thee andme talk to-night by 
'^ ouriehres at thc.^!^ and Til give tk^ 
*< iatis^idion.** Anodierwas thusexpref^ 
fed; ^* Friend Z<aiw, Has thy fenfe quite 
^* forikken thee, to make ^i^fiich offers? 
" Hold fail, part with nothing, and I will 
" give thee a better bargain, I'll warrant 
« thcc." 

In (bme of his billets he told Lewisy 
** That J^n Bf^^^ws^ under his guardian- 

* S^mo offer* of the Duttb nt that tiaie> in order to ^ the 
negotiation into th«u handi. 

" fl>ip5 
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** fliip ; that the bcft part of his fervants 
" were at his command ; that he could 
" have John gagged and bound whenever 
" he pleafed by the people of lus own fa- 
" mily." In all thefe epiftlcs, blockhead, 
dunce, afs, coxcomb, were the beft epithets 
he gave poor John, In others he thrcatned, 
« t That he, Efquire Souths and the reft 
** of the tradefmen, would lay Lewis down 
'' upon his back and beat out his teeth, if 
" he did not retire immediately, and break 
" up the meeting." 

I fancy I need not tell my reader, that 
yohn often changed colour as he read, and 
that his fingers itched to give Nic* a gpod 
flap on the chops; but he wifely mode- 
rated his cholerick temper. " I uived this " 
" fellow, quoth he^ from the gallows, when 
" he ran away from his laft maftcr ', bc- 
" caufe I thought he was harflily treated ; 
" but the rogue was no fooner fiifc under 
** my protc^on, than he began to lye. 



+ Threatening that the At- • The King ofSf^tti/it whrtfe 
lift would carry on the war, yolce the Diiub threw off with 
without the help of the Mug' the ailiibiice of the En^ltjh, 
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"pilferandfteal like the devil*. When! 
** firft fet him up in a warm houfe, he 
'^ had hardly put up his iign, when he 
" began to debauch my bcft cuftomers 
** from me. *Then it was his omftant 
*' pradice to rob my fiih-ponds, not only 
" to feed his family, but to trade with the 
*^ fifhmongers : I connived at the fellow, 
** till he b^an to tell me, that they were 
'' his as much as mine. In my manor of 
** ^Eaftcbeapy becaufe it lay at fbme di- 
*' fiance from my conftant infpedion, he 
** broke down my fences, robbed my 
" orchards, and beat my fervants. When 
*' I uied to reprimand him for his tricks, 
** he would talk ^ucily, lye, and brazen 
** it out, as if he had done nothing amifs. 
*' Will nothing cure thee of thy pranks, 
<* Nic f quoth /, I {hall be forcdl fome 
*' time or other to chaftife thee. The 
" rogue got up his cane, and threatened 
" me, and was well thwacked for his pains. 
" But I think his behaviour at this time 
*' worftofallj after I have almoft drowned 

•** Q)mplaints againft the The war with the Dutch on 
Dutch fpr encroachment in thcfc accounts, 
trade, fifhery, Eaji-lndies^ ^c. 

" myfelf 
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** myfelf to keep his head above water, he 
" would leave me iHcking in the mud, 
** trufting to his goodnefs to help me out. 
** After I have beggared myfelf with his 
** troublefome law-fuit, with a pox to him, 
** he takes it in mighty dudgeon, becaufe 
" I have brought him here to end matters 
** amicably, and becaufe I won't let him 
** make me over by deed and indenture a$ 
** his lawful cully; which to my certain 
** knowledge he has attempted feveral 
** times. But, after all, canft thou gather 
** grapes from thorns ? Nk, does not pre- 
** tend to be a gentleman ; he is a tradef- 
** man, a felf-feeking wretch; but how 
<* cameft thou to bear all tliis, John? The 
** reafon is plain ; thou conferreft the be- 
** nefits, and he receives them; the firft 
*' produces love, and the laft ingratitude. 
** Ah! Nk, Nk, thou art a damn'd dog, 
** that's certain; thou knowcft toowelli 
** that I will take care of thee ; elfe thou 
** wouldft not ufe me thus. I won't give 
** thee up, it is true; but as true as it is, 
** thou malt not fell me, according to thy 
** laudable cuftom." While John was deep 

in 
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in this fbliloquy, Nic, broke out into the 
following proteftation. 

GENTLEMEN, 

** I believe, every body here prefentwill 
allow me to be a very juft and difinter- 
efted perfon. My friend John Bull here 
is very angry with me, forfboth, becaufe 
** I won't agree to his foolifh bargains. 
** Now I declare to all mankind, I ihould 
** be ready to lacrifice my own concerns 
** to his quiet; but the care of his intereft, 
** and that of the honeft * trade/men that 
** are embarked with us, keeps me from 
** entering into this compofiticMi. What 
** fhall become of thoie poor creatures? 
** The thoughts of their impending ruin 
** difturbs my night's rdl, therefore I de- 
*' fire they may fpeak for themfdves. If 
** they are willing to give up this af&ir, I 
" fhan't make two words of it." 

yobn Bull b^ged him to lay afide diat 
immoderate concern for him ; and withal 
put him in mind, that the intereft of thofe 

♦ The AUits. 

tradef- 
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tradermen had not fat quite fo heavy upon 
him fomc years ago, on a like occauon. 
Nic. anfwered little to that, but imme- 
diately pulled out a boatfwain's whiftle. 
Upon the firft whifF, the trade/men came 
jumping into the room, and began to fur- 
round Leniois^ like fo many yelping curs 
about a great boar j or, to ufe a modefter 
fimile, like duns at a great Lord's levee the 
morning he goes into the country. One 
pulled him by his fleeve, another by the 
/kirt, a third hollowed in his ear : they 
began to aHc him for all, that had been 
taken from their forefathers by ftealth, 
fraud, force, or lawful purchafe: fome 
uHced for manors, others for acres, that lay 
convenient for them ; that he would pull 
down his fences, level his ditches : all a- 
greed in one common demand, that he 
fhould be purged, fweated, vomited, and 
ftarved, till he came to a fizeable bulk, like 
that of his neighbours : one modeftly afked 
him leave to call him brother ; Nic. Frog 
demanded two things, to be his porter and 
his iifhmonger, to keep the keys of his 
■gates, ind fumifli the kitchen. y(?^;V 
ufter Peg only defired, that he would let 
I his 
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his fervants fing pfalms a Sundays. Some 
defended even to the aUdng of oldcloaths, 
fhoes, and boots, broken bottles, tobacco-* 
pipes, and ends of candles. 

** Monfleur Bully quoth Lewis, you feem 
*' to be a man of fome breeding; for 
*' God's fake ufe your intereft witfi thefe 
*' MeiUeurs, that they would fpeak but 
*' one at once ; for if one had a hundred 
pair of hands, and as many tongues, 
he cannot fatisfy them all at this rate." 
yohn be^ed they might proceed with 
Ibme method ; then tJiey flopped all of a 
fudden, and would not fay a word. " If 
" this be your pky, quoth Johriy that we 
" may not be like a Quaker's dumb meet- 
" ing, let us be^ fome diverfion ; What 
" d'ye think of rouly-pouly, or a country 
" dance ? What if we mould have a match 
*' at foot-ball? I am fiire we fhall never 
** end matters at this rate." 



<c 
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CHAR XVL 

flow John BuU and Nic. Vtq^ fettled their 
acccmpts, 

y. Bull, Yyj RING this general cpffa- 
■L^ tion of talk, what if you and 
I, Nic, fhould enquire how money-matters 
iland between us? 

Nic, Frogk With all my heart, I love 
eicad dealing; and let Hocus audit; he 
knows how the money was di{burlcd. 

y. Bull. I am not much for that at pre- 
fent; we'll fettle it between ourfelvcs: fair 
and fquare, IVic, keeps friends together. 
There have been laid out in this law-fuit, 
at one time, 36000 pounds and 40000 
crowns: in fome cafes I, in others you, 
bear the greatcft proportion. 

JVic, Right : I pay three fifths of the 
greateft number, and you pay two thirds 
of the leflcr number : I think this is fair 
and fquare as you call it. 

yohn. Well, go on. 

JVic. Two thirds of 36000 pounds are 
24000 pounds for your fharc, and there 
remains 12000 for mine. Again, of the 

M 4000P 
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40000 crowns I pay 24000, which is thtec 
fifths, and you pay only 16000, which is 
.two fifths; 24000 crowns make 6000 
pounds; and i6opo crowns make 4000 
pounds ; 1 2000 and 6000 make 1 8000 ; 
^24000 and 4000 make 28000^ So there 
are 1 8000 pounds to my {hare of the ex- 
pences, and 28000 to yours. 

After Nic. had bambouzled jfo^ a while 
about the 18000 and the 28000, yohn 
called for counters ; but what with mght 
of hand, and taking firom his own fcore, 
and adding tn Jobns^ Nic. brought the ba- 
lance always on his own fide. 

J. Bull, Nay, good friend Nic. though 
I am not quite fo nimble in the fingers, I 
underfland cyphering as well as you. I will 
produce you my aca>mpts one by one, fairly 
writ out of my own books : and here I be- 
gin with the nrfl. You mufl excufe me, if 
I don't pronounce the law terms right. 

[John reads.'] 

For the Expences ordinary of the fuits, fees, 
to judges, puny judges, lawyers innu- 
merable of all forts. 

w . Of 
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OiExtraordinarieSy as follows ^raccompt. 

To Efquirc South' s accompt for poft Ter^ 

minums - - - - -a 
To ditto for Non eft faEiums 
To ditto for Noli profequtSy difcontinuance^ 

and retraxit - - - ' - 

For ff^rits of error - - • , 

Suits df Conditions unperformd 
To /foc«5 for Dedimuspoteflatem 
To «&>/<? for « Capias ad computandiim 
To i'rcjg'V new tenants per accompt to 

HocuSy for Audita querelas 
On the faid account for TFrits of ejeElment 

2Si6.diftringas, - - - - 
To Efquire South* s quota for a return of a 

Non eji invent, and Nulla habet bona - 
To — for a pardon in forma pauperis 
To Jack for a Melius inquirendum upon a 

iv?^ (jfe^ - - - _ _ 

To coach-hire - - - • 

For treats to juries and witnefles - 

John having read over his articles, with 
the refpedive fums, brought in Frog debtor 
to him upon the balance 3382 12. 00 

Then Nic, Frog pulled his bill out ot 
his pocket and began to read: 

M 2 Nicholas 
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Nicholas Frogs account. 

Remains to be dedudled out of the former; 
account. 

Paid by Nic. Frogy for his (hare of the or- 

dinary Expences of the fuit 
To Hccus for entries of a Rege inconfuko - 
To John Bull's nephew for a Venire facias, 

the money not yet all laid out - 
The coach-hire for my wife and family, 

and the carriage of my goods during 

the time of this law-fuit 
For the extraordinary expences of feeding 

my family during this law-fuit - 
To Major Ah. - - _ - 

To Major ^^///. - .- - 

And fumming all up, found due upon 
the balance by John Bull to Nic. Frogy 

09 04 06 

John Bull. As for your Venire facias^ I 
have paid you for one already ; in the other 
I believe you will be nonfuited. I'll take 
care of my nephew tnyfelf. Your coach- 
hire and family charges are moft unreafon- 
able dedudtions; at that rate, I can bring 

ill 
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in any man in the world my debtor. But 
who the devil are thofe two majors^ that 
conilime all my money ? I find they al- 
ways run away with the balance in all ac- 
compts. 

Nic. Frog, Two very honeft gentle- 
men, I affure you, that have done me fome 
fervice. To tell you plainly. Major Ab, 
denotes thy greater ability^ and Major WilU 
thy greater iicillingnefs to carry on this 
kw-fuit. It was but reafonable that thou 
fhouldft pay both for thy p(mer and thy 
pofithenefs. 

J. Bull. I believe, I fliall have tho'c 
two honeft Majors difcount on my fide in 
a little time. 

Nic. Frog. Why all this higgling with 
thy fiiend about fiich a paltry fiim? Doe? 
this become the generofity of the noble 
and rich John BuUf I wonder thou art 
not afhamed. Oh Hocus I Hocus I wher? 
art thou? It ufed to go another-guife 
manner in thy time. When a poor man 
has almoft undone himfelf for thy lake, 
thou art for fleecing him, and neecinc 
him ; is that thy confcience, Johnf 

M 3 • J. BuU. 
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J,Butt, Way plea^nt indcal I It is 
wA knoim diou rctameft tli j lawyers hj 
the year, (o a frdh kM-fuit adds but littk 
totoyexpenoes; ^th^scd^cuftomers; 
I hardly o-er icll them a faidung^s worth 
oTany thii^: nay, thou haft fet up an eat- 
ing-hou(e, wliere the whole tribe of them 
/pend all they can rap or run. If it were 
well reckoned, I belierethou getteft more of 
my TAdnsj, than thou ^endeft of thy own ; 
howcvet, if diou wilt needs plead poi^erty, 
own at leaft, that thy accompts are £dfe. 

Nic. Frog. No many won't I ; I refer 
myfelf to thefe honeft gentlemen ; let thenx 
judge beftween us. Let EfquireiStn^/i^ (peak 
his mind, whether my accompts are not 
right, and whedier we ought not to go on 
with our law-fuit. 

J. Bull. Confult the butchers about 
Icceping of Lent. Doft think, that John 
Bull will be tried by ^Piepffwdenf: I tell you 

* The money fpent in Hoi- vfual in the rummer; snd be- 
Und znii Flanders. caufeoftheexpedttioninhear-r 

• Court of Fifpeivdtn (Cu- ing caufes, for the matter is to 
ria p^dlifulvtrizati) u a court be done, complained of, heiird 
of record incident to every and determined the fame day, 
fain whereof the fleward it that is, before the daft goes «>fF 
judge, and the trial is by iper* the feet of the glaintiffs anj) 
cbanti and trad.Ti in cite fair, defendants. 

It is fo called, becaufc it is muft 

once 
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once for all, yohn Bull knows where -his 
ftioe pinches : none of your Efquires fbalj 
give him the law, as long as he wtars thi« 
trufly weapon by his fide, or has an inch 
of broad-cloth in his {hop. 

Nk. Frog. Why there it is ; you will 
be both judge and party ; I am forry thou 
difcovjereft (o much of thy head-ftrong 
humour before thefe ftrange gentlemen < 
I have often told thee it would prove thy 
ruin fome time or other : let it never' be 
faid, that the famous John BuU has depart- 
ed in defpite of court. 

J. Bull. And will it not refled as much 
on thy character, Nk. to turn barretter in 
in thy old days ; a ftirrer up oi quarrels 
amongft thy neighbours ? I tell thee, Nk. 
iS>me time or other thou wilt repent this. 

But John faw clearly, he fhould have 
nothing but wrangling, and that he (KoulcL 
have as little fuccefs in fettling his accpmpt?, 
as ending the compofition. " Since they 
will needs overload my fhouli^ers, quoth 
John^ I fliall throw down the burden with a 
Iquafh amoneft them, take it up who dares j 
a man has a fine time of it amongft a com- 
bination qi fharpers, that vouch for one 

M 4 another's 
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another's honefty. John^ look to thyfelf ; 
old Lewis makes r(^onable offers ; when 
thou haft fpent the fmall pittance that is 
left, thou wilt make a glorious figure, 
when thou art brought to live upon Nk, 
Frog and Eiquire South* s generofity and 
gratitude: if they ufe thee thus, when 
they want thee, what will they do when 
thou wanteft them ? I fay again, Jcbny 
look to thyfelf." 

John wifely fMcd his rcfentments, and 
told the company, that in a little time he 
fhould give them law, or fbmething better. 

All. fLaw! law I Sir, by all means. 
What is twenty-two poor years towards 
the finifhing a law-fuit ? For the love of 
God more law. Sir 1 

y. Bull. Prepare your demands, how 
many years more of law do you want, that 
I may order my affairs accordiiigly ? In the 
mean while farewcl. 

f Clamours for continuing the war» 
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CHAP. xvn. 

* Hem "^ohxi^vW found all his family in an 
uproar at home, 

NIC. FROG, who thought of no- 
thing but carrying John to the mar- 
ket, and there difpoung of him avS his ovm 
proper goods, was mad to find that John 
thought himfelf now of age to look after 
his own affairs. He refblved to traverfe 
this new projed, and to make him uneafy 
in his Gwvi family. He had corrupted or 
deluded md!i of his fervants into the moft 
extravagant conceits in the world; that 
their niafler was run mad, and wore a 
dagger in one pocket, and poifon in the 
other ; that he had fold his wife and chil- 
dren to Lewis, difinherited his heir, and 
was going to fettle his eflate upon a parijh^ 
hoy; that if they did not look after their 
mafler, he would do fome very mifchiev- 
ous thing. When yohn came home, he 
found a more fiirprizing fcene than any he 
had yet met with, and that you will fay 
was fomewhat extraordinary. 

* Clamours about the danger of the fucccffion. 

He 
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. He called his cook-maid Bet.ty to be- 
fpeak his dinner : Betty tcdd him, " That 
" fhc begged his pardon, fhe could not 
" drefs dinner, till (he knew what he in- 
" intended to do with his will." " Why, 
.". Beuyy quoth yohn^ thou art not ran mad", 
.** art thou ? My will at prefent is to have 
** dinner :" " That may be, quoth Betty^ 
." but my confcience w<Mi't allow me to 
." diefs it, till I know whether you intend 
.^* to do righteous thii^s by your heir ?" 
" I am forry for that, Betty, quoth Johtty I 
" muft find fomebody elfe then." Then 
he called John the barber. ** Befiare I be- 
** gin, quoth Johriy I hc^ your honour 
" won t be offended, if I aflc you whether 
" you intend to alter your will ? If you 
." won't give me a pt^tive anfwer, your 
^^ beard may grow down to your middle, 
.« for me." " 'Igad fo it ftiall, qu<ah BuU, 
** for I will never truft my throat in fuch 
.** a mad fellow's hands." Where's Dkk 
the butler? " Look ye, qusth Dicky I am 
." very willing to kvfc you in my adling, 
-" d'ye fee; but there are ftrange x^ottiy 
" and plain-dealing is beft, d'ye (ee; ,1 
<* muft be fatisfied if yo^ intend to leave 
4. ' '^all 
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'" all to your nephew, and if Nic, Frog is 
" ftill your executor, d'ye fee ; if you will 
^^ not iatisAr me as to tHefe points, you 
" may drink with the ducks. ' " And fo 
" I will, quoth John, rather than keep a 
" butler that loves my heir better than 
<* myfclf." Hoh the flioc-maker, and 
Pricket the taylortold him, " They would 
" moft willinj^y fcrve him in their feveral 
*' ftations, if he would promife them never 
" to talk with Lewis Baboon^ and let Ni^ 
" cholas Frog linen-draper manage his 
" concerns ; that they could neither make 
" {hoes nor cloaths to any, that were not 
<* in good correfpondence with their wor- 
*« thy friend Nicholasr 

y, Btdl. Call -<4%/r«e>my joumey-man, 
How goes ai&irs,.<^WrAe'f I hope the de^ 
vil has not taken poilHRon of thy body toa 

/iftfirew. No, Sir; lonlydefiretoknow 
what you would do if you were dead ? 

J^ BulL Juft as other dead folks do, 
/btdrew, — This is amazing 1 ^fide^ 

Andrew. I mean, if your nephew fh^ 
inherit your eftate ? 

J^BulL That depends upon himfelf. I 
fhall do nothing to hinder him. 

Andrefoj^ 
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• • 

Andrew. But will you make it fure? ' 

J. Bull, Thou meaneft, that I fhould 
put him in pofleffion, for I can make it no 
fiirer without that j he has all the law can 
give him. 

Andrew, Indeed pofleflion, as you {ay, 
would make it much ftirer ; they lay, it is 
cleren points of the kw. 

John began now to think that they 
were all enchanted ; he enquired about the 
age of the moon ; if Nic, had not given 
them fome intoxicating ^^aw, <x if old 
mother Jenifa was fHll alive ? " No, o'my 
*' faith, quoth Harry ^ I believe there is no 
** potion in the cafe, but a little Aurum 
** potabik. You will have more of this by 
** and by.'* He had fcarce fpoke the word, 
when another friend of yateVaccofled him 
after the following manner. 

" Since thofe worthy perfbns, who are 
** as much concerned for your ^ety as I 
**'am, have employed me as their oraitor, 
** I defire to know whether you will have 
" it by way of Sylhgtfm^ Entbymemy Di- 
" letnma^ or Sorites^ 

John now began to be divertied with 
their extravagance, 

^.Bull 
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J. Bull. Let's have a Sorites by all 
means J though they are all new to me. 

Friend, It is evident to all, who arc 
verfed in hiftory, that there were two Jijiers 
that played the whore two thoufand years 
ago : therefore it plainly follows, that it is 
not lawful for jfoan Bull to have any man- 
ner of intercourfe with Zuewis Baboon : if 
it is not lawful for yohn Bull to have any 
manner of intercourfe (correfpondence, if 
you will, that is much the fame thing) then 
a fortiori^ it is much more unlawful for die 
faid 'John to make over his wife and chil- 
dren to the faid hewis : if his wife and 
children are not to be made over, he is not 
to wear a dagger and ratfbane in hk pockets : 
if he wears a dagger and ratfbane, it mufl 
be to do mifchief to himfclf, or fomebody 
elfe: if he intends to do mifchief, he ought 
to be under guardians, and there is none fo 
fit as myfelf, and fome other worthy per- 
fons, who have a commiflion for that pur- 
pofe from Nic. Frogy the executor or his 
will and teflamcnt, 

y. Bull, And this is your Sorites, you 

fay, With that he fnatched a good 

tough oaken cudgel, and began to bran- 

difh 
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c "' it; tbei bircy vas tie mao, diat was 
£rit at u d3Gr: civwwfaig to get out, 
tfaer tcisibled «5cwn ruacs; and it is credi- 
blr rcpartcd kxne at tiKm dropped vecy 
valoabtc dinars in the hncrr, whkh wtie 
picked Dp bv cdKis of the nonilj. 

** That aoT oc'thdie rogues, qmubJAiy 
flxxJd imzgiDe, lam not as muck coch 
ccmed as tfaev about haivii^ my afl^urs in a 
iettled coodidoD, or that I would wrong 
roj heir i<x I know not what! Wdl, Nic, 
I reallj cannot but applaud thy diligence ; 
I muft own dus is realty a pret^ tort of 
a trick, but it fhan't do thy buunefs for 
all diat." 

CHAP. XVHL 

* How Lewis Babocm came to vifit John 
Bull, and what pajfed between them. 

I THINK it is but ingenuous to acqiiaint the 
reader, that this chapter was not wrote 
by Sir Humphrey himfelf, but by an- 
other very able pen of the univerhty of 
Grubjireet. 

* Private negotiations about Dunkirk. 

JOHN 
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JOHN had (by fome good inftrudions 
given him by Sir Roger) got the better of 
his cholerick temper, and wrought himfelf 
up to a great fteddincfs of mind to purfue 
his own intereft through all impediments, 
that were thrown in the way : he began to 
leave off fome of his old acquaintance, his 
roaring and bullying about the ftreets ; he 
put on a ferious air, knit his brows, and, 
for the time, had made a very confiderable 
progrefs in politicks, confidering that he 
had been kept a ftranger to his own affairs. 
However, he could not help difcoverir^ 
fome remains of his nature, when he hap- 
pened to meet with a foot-ball, or a match 
at cricket ; for which Sir Roger was fure 
to take him to tafk. John was walking a^ 
bout his room, with folded arms, and a 
moft thoughtful countenance : his fervant 
brought him word, that one Lewis Baboon 
below wanted to fpeak with him. John 
had got an impreuion, that Lewis was fo 
deadly cunning a man, that he was afraid 
to venture himfelf alone with him : at laft 
he took heart of grace ; ** Let him come 
>« up, quoth he, it is but flicking to my 

" point, 
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^ point, and he can never over-rea<^ 
« me." 

Ijewis Babocn. Monfieur Bully I will 
fiankly acknowledge, that my behaviour td 
my nei^bours has been Icmiewhat uncivil, 
flnd I believe you will readily grant me, 
that I have met with u&ge accordingly. I 
was fond of back-fwcnd said cudgel-play 
from my youth, and I now bear in my body 
many a black and blue gafh and Icary God 
knows. I had as good a warehoule, and as 
feir pofleilions, as any of my neighbours, 
though I fey it ; but a contentious temper, 
flattering fervants, and unfortunate, fbu-s, 
have brought me into circumftances that 
are not unknown to you. Thefe my mif- 
fortunes are heightened by domeflick ca-^ 
lamities. That I need not relate. I am a 
poor battered old fellow, and I would wil-^ 
lingly end my days in peace : but, alas 1 1 
fee but fmall hopes of that, for every nsw 
circumflance affords an argument to my 
enemies to purfue their revenge ; former- 
ly I was to be banged, becaufe I was too 
ftrong, and now becaufe I am too weak to 
refifl; I am to be brought down when tod 
rich, and opprefled when too poor. iWc. 

Fro^ 
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Trog has ufed me like a fcQundrel\ you 
are a gentleman, and I freely put myfelf in 
your hands to difpofe of me as you think 
fit. 

y. Bull. Look you, Mafter Baboon^ as 
to your ulage of your neighbours, you had 
beft not dwell too much upon that chapter; 
let it flifEce at prefent, that you have been 
met with : you have been rolling a great 
ftone up hill all your life, and at laft it has 
come tumbling down till it is like to crufh 
you to pieces : plain-dealing is beft. If you 
have any particular mark, Mr. Baboon, 
whereby one may know when you fib, and 
when you fpeak truth, you had beft tell it 
me, that one may proceed accordingly ; 
but fince at prefent I know of none fuch, 
it is better that you ftiould truft me, than 
that I ftiall truft you. 

L. Baboon. I know, of no particular 
mark of veracity amongft us tradefinen, 
but intereft ; and it is manifeftly mine not , 
to deceive you at this time ; you may fafely 
truft me, I can aflure you. 

J. Bull: The truft I give is in fhort this; 
I muft have fomething in hand, before I 

N make 
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make tlie bargain, and the reft before it is 
concluded. 

L, Baboon, To {Kew you I deal fairly, 
name your fismething. 

y. Bull. I need not tell thee, old boy ; 
thou canft guefs. 

L. Baboon, * Ecclefdown-cajlle, I'll war- 
rant you, becaule it has been formerly 
in your &milyl Say no more, you ihall 
have it. 

J.BuU. Ifhallhayeittomownfelf? 

L, Baboon, To thy n'own felf. 

J, Bull, Every wall, gate, room, and 
indi oi Ecclefdaum-cajlky you fay ! 

Z/. Baboon. Juft fo, 

y. Bull, Every imgle ftone of Ecclef- 
domn^cafile^ to m'own felf, Ipeedily! 

lu. Baboon, When you pleafe ; what 
needs more words ? 

J. Bull. But tell m^i,old boy, haft thou 
kid aiide all thy equwocals and mentals in 
this cafe? 

L. Baboon. There's nothing like matter 
of fa6l; feeing is believing. 

• Dunkirk, 

y. Bull. 
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y. Bull, Now thou talk'ft to the pur- 
pose ; let us fhake hands, old boy. Let me 
afk thee one queftion more ; What haft 
thou to do to meddle with the affairs of 
my family? to difpofe of my eftate, old 
boy? 

L. Baboon. Juft as much as you have 
to do with the affairs of lord Strutt, 

J. Bull. Ay, but my trade, my very 
being was concerned in that. 

L. Baboon. And my intereft was con- 
cerned in the other : but let us both drop 
our pretences ; for I believe it is a moot 
point, whether I am more likely to make 
a Mafter J5«//, or you a Lord Strutt. 

J. Bull. Agreed, old boy ; but then I 
muft have fecurity, that I fliall carry my 
broad-cloth to market, old boy. 

L. Baboon. That you fhall : EcclefJown- 
cajile / Ecclefdown / remember that : why 
would'ft thou not take it, when it was of- 
fered thee fomc years ago ? 

J. Bull. I would not take it, becaufe 
they told me tliou would'ft not give it mc. 

L. Baboon. How could Monficur Bull 
be fo grolly abufed by downright nonfcnfc ? 
they that advifed you to refufe, muft have 

N 2 believed 
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believed I intended to ^ve, elfe why would 
they not make the experiment? but I can 
tell you more of that matter, than perhaps 
you know at prefent. 

J. Bull. But what fay*ft thou as to the 
E^uire, Nk. Frog, and the reft of the 
tradeimen? I muft take care of them. 

L. Baboon. Thou haft but {mall obli- 
gations to Nic. to my certain knowledge: 
he has not ufcd me like a gendeman. 

y. Bull. Nic. indeed is not very nice 
in your pundiHo's of ceremony; he is 
downifh, as a man may fay: belching and 
calling of names have been allowed him 
time out of mind, by prelcription: but 
however, we are engaged in one common 
caufe, and I muft look after him. 

L. Baboon. All matters that relate to 
him, and the reft of the plaintifB in this 
law-fuit, I will refer to your juftice. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Nic. Frog's letter to John Bull ; wherein be 
endeavours to vindicate all his conduEly with 
relation to John Bull and the law-fuit, 

NI C. perceived now that his cully had 
eloped, that John intended hence- 
forth to deal without a broker; but he 
was refolved to leave no ftone unturned td 
recover his bubble : amongft other artifices 
he wrote a moft obliging letter, which he 
fent him printed in a fair charafter. 

*DEAR FRIEND, 

WH E N I confidered the late ill 
ufage I have met with from you, 

* I was refleding what it was that could 

* provoke you to it ; but upon a narrow 

* infpedion into my conduct, I can find 

* nothing to reproach myfelf with, but 

* too partial a concern for your intereft. 

* You no fooner fet this compofition a- 

* foot, but I was ready to comply, and 

* prevented your very wifhes; and the 

* Subftance of the States letter. 

N 3 " affair 
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* affair might have been ended before now, 

* had it not been for the greater concerns 

* of Efquirc Souths and the other poor 

* creatures embarked in the fame common 

* caufe, whole fafety touches me to the 

* quick. You fccmcd a little jealous, that 

* I had dealt unfairly with you in moncy- 

* matters, 'till it appeared by your own 

* accounts, that there was fomething due 
' to me upon the balance. Having nothing 

* to anfvvcr to fo plain a demonftration, 

* you began to complain, as if I had been 

* familiar with your reputation ; when it 

* is well known, not only I, but the 

* meaneft fcrvants in my family, talk 

* of you with the utmoft relJ)e<St. I 

* have always, as far as in me lies, cx- 
' horted your fcrvants an^ tenants to be 

* dutiful ; not that I any way meddle in 

* your domeftick affairs, which were 

* very unbecoming for me to do. If 

* fome of your fcrvants exprefs their great 
' concern for you in a manner, that is not 

* fo very polite, you ought to impute it 
to their extraordinary zeal, which de- 
fervcs a reward, rather than a reproof. 
You cannot rcpro.uh me for want of 

" fucccfs 
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** {uccefs at the Salutatkfiy fince I am not 
** mailer of the paiTions and iiiterefts of 
" other folks. I have beggared myfelf with 
" this law-fuit, undertaken merely in com- 
" plaifance to you ; and if you would have 
<< had but a little patience, I had dill 
" greater things in referve, that I intended 
" to have done for you. I hope, what I 
" have faid will prevail with you to Uy 
" afide your unrcaibnable jealoufies, and 
" that we may have no more meetings at 
" the Salutation^ fpending our time and 
" money to no purpofe. My concern for 
** your welfare and profperity almoft 
" makes me mad. You may be aflured I 
" will continue to be 

" Your affedionate 

" Friend and fcrvant, 

NIC. FROG." 



John received this with a good deal of 
fangfroid: tranfeat, quoth John, cum ca- 
teris erroribus. He was now atliis eafe ; he ^ 
faw he could now make a very good bar- 

N4 gain 
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gain for himfelf, and a very fafe one for 
other folks. " My fliirt, quoth he, is near 
** me, but my fkin is nearer : whilft I take 
** care of the welfare of other folks, no 
" body can blame me to. apply a little 
" balfam to my own fores. It's a pretty 
" thing, after all, for a man to do his own 
** bufinefs; a man has fuch a tender con- 
'* cern for himfelf, there's nothing like it. 
** This is Ibmething better, I trow, than 
** for yohn Bull to be ftanding in the mar- 
** ket, like a great dray-horfe, with Frogs 
** paws upon his head. — What will you 
^^ give me for this beajif Serviteur iWc. 
** Frog, you may kifs my backfide if you 
** pleafe. Though 'John Bullhsis not read 
" your Ariftotles, Plato s, 2xAMac}naveT Sy 
" he can fee as far into a mill-ftone as an- 
" other." With that yo^« began to chuckle 
and laugh, till he was Hke to have burft 
his fides. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

* 7%e difcourfe that pajfed between Nic. 
Frog and Efquire South, which John 
Bull overheard. 

JOHN thought cvcnr minute a year, till 
he got into Ecclefdown-caftle ; he re- 
pairs to the Salutation^ with a defign to 
to break the matter gently to his partners ; 
before he entered, he overheard Nic. and 
the Efquire in a very pleafant conference. 

Efq. South. Oh the ingratitude and in- 
juftice of mankind ! tliat John Bully whom 
I have honoured with my friendfhip and 
protedtion fo long, fhould flinch at laft, 
and pretend that he can difljurfe no more 
money for me I that the family of the 
Southsy by his fneaking temper, mould be 
kept out of their own I 

Nic. Frog. An*t like your worfhip, I 
am in amaze at it ; I think the rogue 
fhould be compelled to his duty. 

Efq. South. That he fhoulcl prefer his 
fcandalous pelf, the duft and dregs of the 

* Negotiatloni between the continuing the wari and get- 
Emperor and the DuUh for ting the property of F/fl»«/'''*« 

. earth, 
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earth, to the profperity and grandeur of 
my family 1 

Nic. Frog. Nay, he is miftaken there 
too ; for he would quickly lick himielf 
whole again by his vails. It's ftrange he 
ftiould prefer Philip Baboons cuftom to 
Efquire South' s, 

Efq. South. As you fay, that my clothier, 
that is to get fo much by the purchafe, 
fhould refiife to put me in pofleflion ; did 
you ever know any man's tradefman ferve 
him fo before? 

Nic. Frog. No, indeed, an't pleafe 
your worfhip, it is a very unufual pro- 
ceeding ; and I would not have been guil- 
ty of it for the world. If your honour had 
not a great flock of moderation and pa- 
tience, you would not bear it fo well as 
you do, 

Efq. South. It is moft intolerable, that's 
certain, Nic. and I will be revenged. 

Nic. Frog. Methinks it is ftrange, that 
Philip Baboons tenants do not all take your 
honour's part, confidering how good and 
gentle a mafter you are. 

Efq. South. True, Nic. but few are 

feiifible of merit in this world : it is a great 

a com- 
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comfort, to have fo faithful a friend as thy- 
felf in fo critical a jundhire. 

Nic> Frog. If all the world fliould for- 
fake you, be allured Nic, Frog never will; 
let us flick to our point, and we'll manage 
Bully rU warrant ye. 

Efq. South. Let me kifs thee, dear Nic, 
I have found one honefl man among a 
thoufand at lafl. 

Nic. Frog. If it were poflible, your 
honour has it in your power to wed me 
ftill clofer to your interefl. 

Efq. South. Tell me quickly, dear JV/ic. 

Nic. Frog. You know I am your te- 
nant ; the diflbrence between my leafe and 
an inheritance is fuch a trifle, as I am 
fure you will not grudge your poor friend ; 
that will be an encouragement to go on ; 
bcfides it will make Bull as mad as the 
devil : you and I fhall be able to manage 
him then to fome purpofe. 

Efq. South. Say no more, it fhall be 
done, Nic. to thy heart's content. 

John all this wliile was liflening to this 
comical dialogue, and laughed heartily in 
his fleeve at tlic pride and limplicity of the 
EfquirCi and the fly roguery of his friend 

Nic, 
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Nk. Then oi a fudden bdting into the 
room, he began to tell them, that he be- 
lieved he had brought Lewis to reafcmable 
terms, if they would pleafe to hear them. 

Then they all ba^y^d out aloud, " No 
" compofition. Long live Efquire South 
" and the law 1'* As yohn was going to 
proceed, fome roared, fome ftamped with 
their feet, others ftopt their ears with their 
fingers. 

Nay, gentlemen, quoth John, if you will 
but ftop proceeding for a while, you fliall 
judge yourfelves whether * Lewis s propo- 
fals are reafonable. 

All. Very fine indeed, ftop proceeding, 
and fo lofe a term. 

y. Bull. Not fo neither, we have (omt~ 
thing by way of advance, he will put us in 
poffeffion of his manor and caftle of Ec- 
clefdown. 

Nic. Frog. What doft thou talk of uSy 
thou meaneft thyfelf. 

J. Bull. When Frog took pofleffion of 
any thing, it was always faid to be for us^ 
and why may not John Bull he. us, as weU 

* Propofals for ceflation of arms, and dcliveiy of Dunkirk. 

as 
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as Nk, Frog was us? \ hope John Bull\% 
no more confined to lingukrity dian Nk» 
Frog; or, take it fo, the conftant do<^ne, 
that thou haft preached up for many years, 
was, that Thou and I are One ; and why 
muft we be fuppofed Two in this cafe, 
that were always One before: it's impoiS- 
ble that Thou and I can fell out, Nk. we 
muft truft one another j I have trufted thee 
with a great many things, prithee truft me 
with this one trine. 

. Nk. Frog. That princble is true in the 
main, but there is fbmc Tfpecmlity in this 
cafe, that makes it highly inconvenient fo 
us both, 

J, Bull. Thoie are your jcaloufies, that 
the common enemies fow between us; 
Jiow often haft thou warned me of thofc 
rogues, Nk. that would make us miftruft- 
ful of one another ! 

Nk. Frog. This Ecclefdomon-cafth is only 
a bone of contention. 

y. Bull. It depends upon you to make 
it fo, for my part I am as peaceable as a 
lamb. 

Nk. Frog. But do you confider the un- 
wholcfomcoefs of the air and foil, the ex- 

pcnces 
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peaces of rcparatkxis and fervants ? I would 
icora to accept of fuch a quagmire. 

J, BuB. You are a great man, Nic. 
but in my drcumflances, I muft be e*en 
cootent to take it as it is. 

Nic. Frog, And you are really fo filly, 
as to believe the old cheating rogue will 
give it you? 

y. Bull. I belie\"e nothing but matter 
cS rad, I ftand and fall by that, I am re- 
£>lved to put him to it. 

Nic. Frog. And (o rclinquifti the hope- 
fiilleft caufe in the world, a claim that will 
certainly in the end make thy fortune for 
ever I 

J. Bull. Wilt thou purchafeit, Nicf 
thou (halt have a lumping pennyworth ; 
nay, rather than we fhould differ, I'll give 
thee fomething to take it off my hands. 

Nic. Frogi If thou would'ft but mode- 
rate that hafty, impatient temper of thine, 
thou fhould'ft quickly fee a better thing 
than all that. What fliould'ft thou think 
to find old Lewis turned out of his paternal 
eftates, and the manfion-houfe of* Clay- 

* Clay-potl, Peris. Lutttia, 

pool? 
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fool^ Would not that do thy heart good, 
to' fee thy old friend Nk. Frogy Lord of 
Clay-fool f. then thou and thy wife and 
children fhould-walk m my gardens, buy 
toys, drink lemonade, and now and then 
we fhould have a country dance. 

y. Bull. I love to be plain, I'd as lieve 
fee myfelf in Ecclefdown-cajiky as thee in 
Clay-fool. I tell you again, Lewis gives 
this as a pledge of his finco-ity ; if you 
won't flop proceeding to hear him, I will. 

CHAP. XXL 

* *I%e reft of Nics fefches to keep John out 
^ Ecclefdown-caflle. 

WHEN Nk. could not difTuade Jolon 
by argument, he tried to move his 
pity; he pretended to be fick and like to 
die, that he fhould leave his wife and chil- 
dren in a flarving condition, if Joh?t did 
abandon him ; that he was hardly able to 
crawl about the room, far lefs capable to 
look after fuch a troublefome bufinefs as 
this law-fuit, and therefore begged that 

* Attempts to hinder the ccilatioo, and taking polTefllon of 
Dunkirk, 

his 
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his good friend would not leave him. 
When he faw that John was ftill inexora- 
ble, he pulled out a cafe-knife, with which 
he ufed to fiiicker-fnee, and threatened to 
cut his own throat. Thrice he aimed the 
knife to his wind-pipe with a mod deter- 
mined threatening air. " What fignifies 
" life, quoth he, in this languifliing condi- 
" tion ? It will be fome pleafure, that my 
** friends will revenge my death upon this 
" barbarous man, that has been the caufe 
" of it." All this while yoy&» looked fedate 
and calm, neither offering in the leaft to 
fnatch the knife, nor flop his blow, truft- 
ing to the tendernefs Nic. had for his own 
perfon : when he perceived, that John was 
immoveable in his purpofe, he applied 
himfelf to Lewis. 

" Art thou, quoth he, turned bubble in 
" thy old age, from being a fharper in thy 
" youth ? What occafion hafl thou to give 
" up Ecclefdmm-cajlle to John Bullf his 
" friendfhip is not worth a rufh ; give it 
" me, and I'll make it worth thy while. 
" If thou diflikefl that propofition, keep it 
" thyfelf, I'd rather thou fhould'fl have it 
" than he. If thou hearkenefl not to my 

" advice, 
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" advice, take what follows; EfquireSotaA 
" and I will go on with our law-fuit in 
" fpite of John BulTs teeth." 

L. Baboon, Monideur Bull has ufed me 
like a gentleman, and I am refolved to 
make good my promife, and truft him for 
the confequences. 

, NicFrog. Then I tell thee thou art an 
old doatmg fool — With that, ^/if. bounced 
up with a fpring equal to that of one of 
your nimbleft tumblers or rope-dancers, 
^nd fell foul upon John Bull, to fnatch the 
* cudgel he had in his hand, that he might 
thwack Lewis with it : John held it faft, 
To that there was no wrenching it from him. 
At laft 'Squire South buckled too, to afTift 
his friend iV/c; Johnh3S\tA on one fide, 
andthey two on the other; fometimes they 
were like to pull John over ; then it went all 
ofafuddenagainonyo/&//'jfide; fo they went 
fee-fawing up and down, from one end 
of the room to the other. Down tumbled 
the tables, bottles, glaffes, and tobacco- 
pipes : the wine and the tobacco were all 
ipilt about the room, and the little fellows 
were almofl trod under foot, till more of 

• The army. 
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the tradcTnien joining with ^;^, and the 
'Squire, ^i^^y was hardly able to ptill a* 
gatnft diem all, yet would he never quit 
hold of his trufty cudgel : which by the 
contrary force of two (6 great powers 
^ broke ihort in his hands, i^^r. leized the 
longer end, and with it b^an to haftinado 
old Lewis, who had ilunk into a corner, 
waiting the event of this (quabble. J\^ic, 
came up to him with an idblent menadi^ 
air, lb that the old fellow was forced to 
ikuttle out of the room, and retire behind 
a dung-cart He called to Nic* *< Thou 
** inlblent jackanapesl Time was when 
<* thou dum not have uied me lb, thou 
** now takeft me unprovided, but, old and 
^* infirm as I am, I ihall find a weapon by 
'' and by to chaftile thy impudence. 

When yphf Bu//had recovered hisbreath, 
he b^an to parly with Nk, " FriendiVar. 
'* I am glad to iind thee (o (bong after 
** thygreatcomplaints: really ti^modons, 
<< Nic, are pretty vigorous for a confun^ 
" tive man. As for thy worldly a^uri, 
" Nfc, if it can do thee any fervice, I freely 

* The (epanition of the »xmy. 

I. "make 



JOHN BULL. 19; 

** make over to thee this profitahle km- 
^^ fuity and I defire all thefe gendemen to 
" bear witnefs to this my ad and deed. 
" Yours, be all the gain, as mine has been 
" the charges ; I have brought it to« bear 
** finely : However, all I have laid out 
" upon it goes for nothing, thou fhalt have 
" it with all its appurtenances, I aik no- 
'> thing but leave to go home. 

Nic, Frog. The counfel are feed, and 
all things prepared for a trial, thou fhalt 
be forced to ftand the iflue: it fhall be 
pleaded in thy name as well as mine: go 
home if thou can'ft, the gates are fhut, 
* the turnpikes locked, and the roads bar- 
ricadoed. 

J, BuU, Even thefe very ways, Nic, 
that thou toldeft me, were as open, to me 
as thyfelf ? if I can't pafs with xsxf own 
equipage. What can I exped for my goods 
and waggons ? I am denied pafTage through 
thofe very grounds, that I have purchafed 
with my own money; however, I am glad 
I have made the experiment, it may ferve 
me in fome ftead. 

* 'I^ifficulQr of the march of part of the army to Dunkirk . 
O 2 JOH^ 
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JoKN Bull was fo ovegoyed that lie 
was going to take pofleflion of £c^f/^i(n&», 
that nothing could vex him. " N'tc. quoth 
hcy " I am juft a going to leave thee, call 
" a kind look upon me at parting." 

Nic. looked fowre and grum, and would 
not open his mouth. 

J. Bull " I wifti thee all the fuccefs, 
" that thy heart can defire, and that thefe 
** honeft gentlemen of the long robe may 
" have their belly full of law." 

Nic. could ftand it no longer, but flung 
out of the room with difdain, and beckoned 
the lawyers to follow him. 

y. Bull. " B'uy, b'uy Nic. not one poor 
** (mile at parting; won't you (hake your 
** day-day, Nic. b uy Nic"' With that 
yohn marched out of the conunon road 
crofs the country to take poflellion of £c- 
clefdcwn. 
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CHAP. XXIL 

Of the great joy that John exprejfed vihen 
he got pojfejftm ^* Ecclefdown. 

WHEN John had got into his caftle, 
he Teemed like Ulyffes upon his plank 
after he had been well foufed in falt-wa* 
ter; who (as Homer fays) was as glad as a 
jugde going to fit down to dinner, after 
hearing a long caufe upon the bench. I 
dare fay John Bull's joy was equal to that 
of either of the two ; he flapped from room 
to room ; ran up flairs and down flairs, 
from the kitchen to the garrets, and from 
the garrets to the kitchen; he peeped into 
every cranny; fbmetimcs he admired the 
beauty of the architedlure, and the vafl 
iblidity of the mafons work; at other 
times he commended the fymmetry and 
proportion of the rooms. He walked ar^ 
bout the gardens; he bathed himfelf in 
the canal, fwimming, diving, and beating 
the liquid element, like a milk-white fwan. 
The hdl refbunded with the fprightly vior 

O3 lin, 
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lin, and the martial hautboy. The family 
tript it about and capered, Uke hMl'ftomi 
bounding from a marble floor. Wine, ale, 
and OSmr flew about aB plentifully as 
kenncl-water : then a frolick took John in 
the head to call up Tome ofJVic* Frog$ fen^ 
fomrs^ that had been fo mutinous in his 
family. 

J, BulU Arc you glad to fee your mafler 
in Ecclefchwn-cqftlef 

All, Yes, indeed, Sir. 

J. Bull. Extremely glad? 

All, Extremely g^ad. Sir. 

y. Bull, Swear to me, that you arc fo. 

Then they began to damn and iink their 
fouls to the lowdl pit of hell, if any pecfbn 
in the world rejoiced more than VRgy did. 

y. Bull, Now hang mc if I don't be- 
lieve you are a parcel of peijured rafcals; 
however take this bumper of OShber to 
your mafler*s health. 

Then John got upon the battlements, 
and looking over, he called to Nic Freg: 

« How d'ye do, Nicf "D'yt fee what 
'* I am, Nicf I hope the cau/i goes on 
** fwimmingly, Nic, When doft thou in- 
.<* tend to go to Clay-pool y Nic f Wilt thou 

"buy 
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" buy there fome high heads of the new- 
" eft cut for my daughters ? How comeft 
" thou to go with thy arm tied up ? Has 
" old Lsms given tnee a rap over thy 
" fingers-ends? Thy weapon was a good 
** one, when I wielded it, but the butt- 
" end remains in my hands. I am fo buiy 
*' in packing up my goods, that I have no 
" time to talk with thee any longer. It 
" would do thy heart good to fee what 
** w^gon-loads I am preparing for mar- 
" ket. If thou wanteft any good office of 
" mine, for all that has happened, I will 
« ufc thee well Nic, B uy Nkr 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

IT has been difputed amongft the Lite" 
rati of Grubfireety whether Sir Hum- 
phry proceeded any farther into the hiftory 
of John Bull, By diligent enquiry we have 
found the titles of Ibme chapters, which 
appear to be a continuation of it ; and are 
as follow. 

Chap. I. How John was made angry with 
the articles or agreement. How he kicked 
the parchment through the houfe^, up flairs 
and down flairs, and put himfelfin a great 
heat thereby* 

Chap» II. H(m in his paflionhe was going to 
cut off Bir Roger's head with a cleaver. 
Of theflrange planner of Sir Roger's ef^ 
caping the blow, by laying his head upon 
the drefler. 

Ch^p. III. Hofwfomeof]o\m%ferv(intsat-^ 
tempted to fcale his houfe with rope-lad- 
ders; and hffw many unfortunate^ dan^ 
gled in the fame. 

Chap, IV. Of the methods by which John 
endeavoured to preferve the peace apumgft 
his neighbours; hm h^ kept a pair of 

i^-yar4» 
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itill-yards to weigh them \ and by diet^ 
purging^ vomitings and bkeding\ tried to 
bring them to equal bulk and nrength. 

Chap. V. Offalfe accounts of the wdghti 
given in fyjome of the journeymen j and 
of the New-market tricks^ that were 
praBifed at the ftill-vards. 
Chap. VI. How John's new joum^men 
brought him other-tguife accounts of the 
ftill-yards. 

Chap. VIL How Sir * Swsdn Northy wot 
by bleeding, purging, and a Jied-^iety 
brought into a ccniuimption; and him 
John was forced afterwards to give him 
the gold cordial. 

Chap, VIII. How f Peter Bear was over- 
fed) and afterwards refufed toft^mit to 
the courfe ofphyjick. 

Chap. IX. How John pampered Bfquire 
South tmM tit'bitSy till he grew wanton \ 
how he got drunk with Galabrian wine, 
and longed for Sicilian beef and bow John 
carried him thither in his barge. 

Chap. X. How the Efquire from a foftl- 
feeder t grew dainty: how he hmgidfot 

f King of Sv>*<ltn. f Czar «f Mtftmff, 

mangoc«f 
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. mangoes, fpices, and Indizn birds-ncils, 

efc. and could not deep 6ut in a Chintz 

6ed. 
Chap. XL Tie "Efytdre turned tradefdman ; 

how be Jet upa^ China-ihop over-^gainft 

Nic. Frog. 
Chap. XII. Hffw he procured S^ojioAi flies 

to blifier bis neighbour s, and as aprovo- 
. catrve to himfelf. As Ukemfi bow be ra-^ 

vi/bed "Sic. Frog* s favourite daughter. 
Chap. Xni. Hew Nic. Frog bearhur tbe 

girl fqueaky went to call John Bull at ^i 

conftahk: calling of a conftable no pre-- 

ventiveofa rape. 
Chap. XrV. How John rofe out of his bed 

in a cold morning to prevent a dttel between 

Squire South and Lord Stnitt; how, to 

his great furprizcy he found the comiatants 
' drinking Goieva in a Brandy-^op, with 

Nic*s favourite daughter between them* 

How tbejf both fell upon John Jo that he 

was forced to fght bis wc^ out. 
Chap. XV. How John came with bis eon-' 
flahle s flaff to refcue Nic's daughter % and 

break the Efquires China-ware. 

^ The (2/?#«</ comptiqr, 

K Chap, 
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Chap. XVI. Commentary upon theSipajoiih. 
prvuerby Time and I ag?unft any Two; 
or advice to dogmatical politicians^ exetn- 
flified in feme nerjo affairs between John 
Bull and Lewis Baboon. 

Chap. XVH. Adifcourfe of the delightful 
game d/" quadrille. Hamo Lewis Baboon 
attemptea to play a game folo in clubs^ 
and tvas heafiedi how John called l^:vm 
for his King, and was afraid that his own 
partner fhould have too many tricks: and 
how the fuccefs and fkill of quadrille ck* 
fends upon calling a right King, 
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PROPOSALS 

For Printing a very 

CURIOUS DISCOURSE 

ENTITLED 

^ETAOAOriA nOAlTIKHj 

O R, 

THE ART OF POLITICAL LYING. 

THE RE is now in the preTs, a curious 
piece, entitled, "fevib^^oyioi UoXiTixrii 
cxylie Art of Political L^ing: confifHng 
of t^Vo Volumes in Quarto, 

The PROPOSALS are, 

I. That if the Author meets with liiit- 
able encouragement, he intencls to deliver 
the firft volume to the fubfcribers by Hi-' 
lary Term next. 

II. The price of both volumes will be, 
to the fubfcribers, fourteen {hillings, feven 
whereof arc to be paid down, and the o- 

ther 
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ther fcven at the delivery of the fecond 
volume. 

III. Thofe that fubfcribe for fix, /hall 
have a fcvcnth j^r^/w; which reduces the 
price to lefi than fix (hiUings a volume, 

IV. That the fubfcribcrs fhall have their 
names and places of abode printed at 
length* 

Forthe encoumgementof fo ufeful a work, 

' it is thought fit the publick fhottld be 

informed of the contents of the firft 

vohune, by one who has with great care 

penilcd wmarmfoript. 

THE ART OF 

POLITICAL LVING. 

TH S Author, in his prefiice, makes 
fome very judicioAis refie(fHoixs upon 
the original of arts and fciences : that at 
firft they confift of fcattered theorems and 
.|)ra£Hce3, which are handed about amongft 
•the mafters, and only revealed tOf the ^/ir 
^tirtis^ till fuch time as fome great genivis 

appears^ 
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appears, who coUed^s thefe disjointed pitH 
poiitions, and reduces them into a regular 
fyftem. That this is the cafe of that noble 
and ufcful art oi Political Lying, which in 
this laft age having been enriched with 
fevcral new difcvoeries, ought not to lye any 
longer in rubbiih and conflifion, but may 
juftly claim a place in the Emyclopmdia^ 
efpedally fuch as fetves for a moidel of 
education for an able poHtician. That he 
propofes to himfelf no imall ftock of fame 
in future ages, in being the firft who has 
undertaken this deiign; and for the fame 
reafon he hopes the imperfedHon of his 
work will be excufed. He invites all pcr^ 
fons who have any talents that way, or 
any new difcovery, to communicate their 
thoughts, afHiring them that honouraUe 
mention fhall be made of them in his 
work. 

Thefirji volume conjifis of eleven chapters^ 

In thtfirjl chapter of his excellent trca- 
tife, he reafbns philofbphically concerning 
the nature of i^foul of man, and thofe 
qualities which render it fufceptible of ^£f. 
He fuppofes the foul to be pf the nature 

of 
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of a piano-cylindrical fpeculum^ or looking^ 
glaTs ; that the plain ude was made by God 
Ahnighty, but that the devil afterwards 
wrought the other fide into a cylindrical 
figure. The plain fide reprefents objeds 
juft as they are; ^nd the cylindrical fide, 
by the rules of catoptricks, mufl needs 
reprefent true obje^ ralfe, and ^fe objeds 
true : but the cylindrical fide being much 
the larger furface^ takes in a greater com- 
fafi of vifual rays. That upon the cylin- 
drical fide of the foul of man depends the 
whole art and fuccefs of Political Lying, 
The Author, in this chapter, proceeds to 
reafon upon the qualities of the mind: as 
its pecuuar fondnefs of the malicious and 
the miraculous » The tendency of the ibul 
towards the malicious fprings from ielf- 
love, or a pleafure to find mankind more 
wicked, bafe, or unfortunate, than our- 
fclves. The defign of the miraculous pro- 
ceeds from the inactivity of the foul, or 
- its incapacy to be moved or delighted with 
any thing that is vulgar or common. The 
Author having eflablifhed the qualities of 
the mind, upon which his art is founded, 
he proceeds, 

In 
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In hisjecond chapter, to treat of the na- 
ture of Political Lying ; which he defines 
to be, the art of convincing the people of 
falutary falfhoodsy for feme good end. He 
calls it an art, to diftinguifli it from that 
of telling truth, which does not fcem to 
want art ; but then he would have tliis 
underftood only as to the invention, becaufe 
there is indeed more art neceflary to con- 
vince the people of 2i falutary truth, than a 
falutary falfhood. Then he proceeds to 
prove, that there zxe falutary falftioods, of 
which he gives a great many inftances, 
both before and after the revolution ; and 
demonftrates plainly, that we could not 
have carried on the war fo long without 
feveral of thofey2?////<3;ry falflioods. He gives 
rules to calculate the value of a Political 
Lye, in pounds, {hillings, and pence. By 
good he does not mean that, which is ab- 
folutely fo, but what appears fo to the 
artift, which is a fufficient ground for him 
to proceed upon ; and he diftinguifhes the 
good, as it commonly is, into bpnum utile, 
dulce, et honeftum. He fliews you, tliat there 
are Political Lyes of a mixed nature, which 
include all the three in different refpefts : 

P that 
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diat die utile reigns generally about the 
Exchange^ the dulce and honefium at the 
Wefifmnfier end of the town. One man 
i^ieads a Ije to fell or hnyfiock to greater 
advantage; a fecond, becaure it is honour- 
able to ferve his party ; and a durd, becaufe 
it is fweet to ^tify his revenge. Having 
explained the (everal terms of hib defini- 
tion, he proceeds. 

In his third chapter, to treat of the law^ 
fulftefs of Political Lying', which he de- 
duces from its true and genuine principles, 
by enquiring into the feveral rights, that 
mankind have to truth. He fhews, that 
people have a right to private truth from 
their neighbours, and ceconomical truth 
from their own family, that they fhould 
not be abufed by their vdves, children, and 
fervants ; but that they have no right at 
all to Political Truth ; that the people may 
as well all pretend to be lords c^ m^KHrs, 
and poileis great eftates, as to have truth 
told them in matters of government. The 
author with great judgment flates thej^ 
veral pares of mankind in this matter <^ 
trudi, according to their feveral capacities^ 
dignities, and profeilions j and (hews yow, 
2 that 
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that children have hardly any (hare at all; 
in confcquence of which, they have very 
ieldom any truth told them. It muft be 
owned, that the author in this chapter 
has ibme feeming difHculties to anfwcr, 
and Uxis of Scripture to explain. 

Th.t fourth chapter is wholly employed 
in this queftion, whether the right of coin- 
age ^ Political Lyes be whoUy in thegovern" 
ment f The author, who is a true friend 
to englifh liberty, determines in the ne- 
gative, and anfwers all the arguments of 
the oppoiite party with great acutencfs: 
that as the government of England has a 
mixture of democratical in it, fo the right 
of inventing and fpreading Political Lyes 
is partly in the people \ and their obftinate 
adnerence to this juft privilege has been 
moft confpicuous, and fhined with great 
luflre of kte years: that it happens very 
often, that there are no other means left to 
the good people oi England to pull down 
a miniftry and government they are weary 
of, but by exercifing this their undoubted 
right: that abundance oi Political Lying 
as ^ fure fign of true engUJli liberty : that 
AS minifters do fometimes ufe tools to fup- 

P 2 port 
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port didr powq-, it is but reafbnable that 
the people fhould employ the &me Wea- 
pon to defend themlelves, and pull them 
down. 

In \{)s fifth chapter, he divides Political 
Lyes into (cvcr^Ufpecies and claffes^ and ^ves 
precepts about the tTwentingy/preadingy and 
propagating the feveral forts of them : he 
b^ns with the rumor es^ and libella famofiy 
fiich as concern the reputation of men 
in power : where he finds fault with the 
common miilake, that takes notice only of 
one fort, viz, the detroBoryon defamatory^ 
whereas in truth there are three forts, the 
detraBory, tbe additory^ and xkttranjlatory. 
The additory gives to a great man a larger 
ihare of reputation than belongs to hmx^ 
to enable him to ferve fome good end or 
purpofe. The detraSiory or defamatory is 
a lye, which takes from a great man the 
reputation that juftly belongs to him, for 
fear he fbould ufe it to the detriment of 
the publick. The tranflatory is a lye, that 
transfers the merit of a man's good action 
to another, who is in himfolf more deferv- 
ing; or transfers the demerit of a bad 
-adion from the true author to a perfon, 

who 
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who is in himfelf lefi deferving. He ^ves 
feveral inftances of very great ftrokes in 
all the three kinds, efpecially in the laft, 
when it was neceflary for the good of the 
publick to bejlomo the valour and conduEi of 
one fftan upon another, and that of many to 
on&manj nay even*, uponagoodocca/ion, 
a man may be robbed of his victory by a 
perlbn, that did not command in thea<9ion. 
The reftoringand deftroying the publick 
may be afcribed to perfbns, who had no 
hand in either. The author exhorts all 



* Major General JFebh ob- 
tained a glorious victory over 
the French near IVynendale in 
the year 1 708. He was fcnt 
with 6,000 of the confederate 
troops to guard a great convoy 
to the allied army bcfieging 
LiJJe i Count de la Matte came 
out from Ghent with near 
^4,000 men to intercept 
them; but Maj. Gen. ff^etfb 
diTpofed his men with fuch ad- 
mirable Acil], that notwith- 
(landing the vaft fupcriority of 
numbers, by the pure force 
of Order and Difpofition the 
French were driven back in 
two or three fuccefTive at- 
tempts^ and after having loft 
6 or 7,000 men, could be 
brought to charge no more. 
Tills may juftly be reckoned 



amongft the greateft anions 
of that war : but the Duke of 
Marlborough's fccretary, in bis 
letter written to England^ 
gave all the honour of it to 
General Cadogan^ the Duke's 
favourite, who did not come 
up till after the engagement. 
This was fo rcfented by Ge- 
neral JVebb^ that he left the 
army in difguft j and coming 
into England to do himfclf 
jufticc, received the unani- 
mous thanks of the Houfe of 
Commons for his eminent fcr- • 
vices by that great action ; 
which was alfo acknowledged 
in a diftinguiihing manner by 
the King of Prujjia^ who be- 
ftowed on him the Order (ff 
Generojitjn 

P 3 gentle- 
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gentlemen praditioners to exerdi^ them- 
fclvcs in the tranjlatory^ becaufe the exiji^ 
efice of the thmgs themfelves being vifible, 
and not demanding any proof, thae wants 
liothing to be put upon the publick, but 
ufalfe author^ or 2Lfalfe caufe \ which is no 
great prefumption upon the credulity of 
mankind, to whom the fecret (prings of 
things are for the moft part unknown. 

The autlior proceeds to give fome pre- 
cepts aa to the additory: that when one ai^ 
cribes any thing to a perfon, which does 
not belong to him, the lye ought to be 
calculated not quite contradidory to his 
known quaUties: for example, one would 
not make the french king prefent at a 
Proteftant conventicle; nor, like queen 
"Elizabeth y reftore the overplus of taxes to 
his fubjedls. One would not bring in the 
Emperor ^w'mg two months pay in advance 
to his troops; nor the Z)a/^y& paying more 
than their qwta. One would not make 
the fame perfon zealous for a ftanding- 
army and publick liberty; nor an atheift 
fupport the church ; nor a lewd fellow a 
reformer of manner* ; nor a hot-head- 
ed, crack-brained coxcomb forward for a 

fcheme 
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feheme of moderation. But if it is ab(b- 
lutely neceilary, that a perfon is to have 
ibme good adventitious quality given him, 
the author's precept is, that it fhould not 
be done at firil in extremo gradu. For 
example; they ihould not make a covetous 
man give away aU at once five thoufand 
pounds in a charitable generous way; 
twenty or thirty pounds may fuffice at fim. 
They fhould not introduce a perlbn of 
remarkable ingratitude to his benefactors, 
rewarding a poor man for ibme good of- 
fice that was done him thirty years ago; 
but they may allow him to acknowledge 
a fervice to a perfon, who is capable (till 
to do him anodier. A man, whofe perfbnal 
courage is fufpeded, is not at firfl to drive 
whole fquadrons before him; but he may 
be allowed the merit of fbme fquabble, or 
throwing a bottle at his adverfary*s head. 

It will not be allowed to make a great 
man, that is a known defpifer of religion, 
fpend whole days in his clofet at his de- 
votion; but you may with fafety make 
him fit out publick prayers with decency. 
A great man, who has never been known 
lyiflingly to pay a jufl debt, ought not all 

P4 of 
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of a fudden to be introduced making re- 
ftitution of thoufands he has cheated; let 
it fuffice at firft to pay twenty pounds to 
a friend, who has loft his note. 

He lays down the fame rules in the de- 
traSiory or defamatory kind; that they 
fliould not be quite oppofite to the qua- 
lities the perfons are fuppofed to have. 
Thus it will not be found according to the 
found rules oi pfeudology^ to report of a pi- 
ous and religious prince, that he neglects 
his devotion, and would introduce herefy; 
but you may report of a merciful prince, 
that he has pardoned a criminal, who did 
not deferve it. You will be unfticcefsfiil, 
if you give out of a great man, who is re- 
markable for his frugality for the publick, 
that he Iquanders away the nation's mo- 
ney ; but you may lafely relate that he 
hoards it : you muft not affirm he took 
a bribe ; but you may freely cenfure him 
for being tardy in his payments ; becaufe 
though neither may be true, yet the laft is 
credible, the firft not. Of an open-hearted 
generous minifter you are not to fay, that 
he was in an intrigue to betray his country; 
but ^ou may affirm, with fgnie probability, 

that 
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that he was in an intrigue with a lady. 
He warns all praditioners to take good 
heed to thefe precepts ; for want of which, 
many of their lyes of late have proved ab- 
ortive or fhort-lived. 

In the fixth chapter he treats of the 
miraculous ; by which he underftands any 
thing that exceeds the common degrees of 
probability. In relpeft of the people it is 
divided into two forts, the to (poie^ovy or the 
TO %[jioei%Cy terrifying lyes, and animating 
or encouraging lyes^ both being extremely 
ufeRil on their proper occafions. Concern- 
ing the T^ (po^e^ov he gives feveral rules ; 
one of which is, that terrible obje<fts fhould 
not be too frequently fhewn to the people, 
left they grow familiar. He fays, it is ab- 
folutely neceflary, that the people of Eng- 
land mould be frighted with the french 
king and the pretender once a year 5 but 
that the bears iliould be chained up again, 
till that time twelvemonth. The want of 
obferving this fo neceflary a precept, in 
bringing out the ranjo-head and bloody-bones 
upon every trifling occafion, has produced 
gr^at indifference in the vulgar of late 
yem> As to the animating or encouraging 

lyes 
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^ he gives the {oHowing rules; that the^ 
0iould not far exceed the common degieet 
of probability ; that there ihould be variety 
of them ; and the iame lye not obftinately 
infifted upon : that the promiflbry or prog- 
nofticatin| lyes Should not be upoDft>9rt 
da^y for fear the authors ihould have the 
(name and conflifson to (ee themfelve$ 
ipeedily contradicted. He examines by thefe 
mes that well-meant> but unfortunate 2ye 
of the conqutfi of Fnmcey which contintzed 
near •]: twenty years together; but at laft by 
being too obfUnately infiiled upon, it was 
worn threadbare, and became unfucce(sful. 

As to the rl TtMnSiStCi or xhtprodigmtf 
he has little to aavife, but that their co^ 
mets, whales, and dragons ihould hej!ze-' 
M\ their ftorms, tempeils, and earth- 
quakes, without the reach of a daysjour^ 
tteyoisLtaan and horfe. 

Tht/eventb chapter is wholly taken up 
in an enquiry, % which of the two parties 
are the greateft arti^ in Political Lyifig, 
He owns, that ibnaedmes the one |)arty, 
and fometimes the other, is better believed, 

t During the reigns of king fTilHam and queen Jnnt. 
t S«e the Mumim, N" XIV. Vol. 7. 

but 
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but that they have both very great genius's 
amongfl them. He attributes the ill iuc-> 
cefs of either farty to their glutting the 
market, and retailing too much of a bad 
commodity at once: when there is too 
great a quantity of worms, it is hard to 
catch gudgeons. He propofes a fcheme for 
the recovery of the credit of any ^r/j', 
which indeed feems to be fbn^ewhat cU~ 
merical, and does not favour of that found 
judgment the author has fhewn in the 
rcfl of the work. It amounts to this, that 
the party fhould agree to vent nothing but 
trum for three months together, which 
will give them credit for fixmondis lying 
afterwards. He owns, that he believes it 
almofl impofUble to find £t peribns to 
execute this fcheme. Towards the end of 
the chapter, he inveighs feverely againft 
the foUy of parties in retaining fcoundrels 
and men of low genius to retail their lyes; 
fuch as mofl of the prefent news^writert 
are, who» except a flrong bent and incli- 
nation towards the profeflion, feem ta be 
wholly ignorant in the rules oipjeudobgyy 
and npt atallquali£ed forfoweightyatrufl. 

In 
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In his next chapter he treats of fbme ex- 
traordinary genius's, who have appeared of 
late years, efpecially in their difpofidon to- 
wards the miraculous. He adviTes thofe 
hopefol young men to turn their invention 
to the fervice of their country, it being in- 
glorious, at this time, to employ their ta- 
lent in prodigious fox-chafes, horie-courfes, 
feats of adivity in driving of coaches, jump- 
ing, running, Iwallowing of peaches, pull- 
ing out whole fetts of teeth to clean, etc, 
when their country flands fo much in need 
c^ their affiftance. 

• The eighth chapter is a projeA for uni- 
ting the feveral fmaller corporations of 
lyars into one fociety. It is too tedious to 
give a full account of the whole fcheme : 
what is moft remarkable is. That this fo- 
ciety ought to confift of the heads of each 
party : that no lye is to pafs current with- 
out their approbation, they being the beft 
judges of the prefent exigencies, and what 
fort of lyes ire demanded : that in fuch a 
corporation there ought to be men of all 
profeffion?, that t^ ;r^lffoy, and the to guAoyoK, 
that ]&y decency itxidi prohabilityy may be ob- 
ferved as much as poflible ; diat befides die 

perfoos 



POLITICAL LYING. 221 

{>a^ns above-mentioned, this fociety ought 
to confift of the hopeful genius's about the 
town, (of which there are great plenty to 
be picked up in the feveral cojfFee-houfes) 
travellers, virtuofb's, fox-hunters, jockies, 
attofnies, old feamen and foldiers out of 
the hoipitals oiGreetvwkh and Chelfea: to 
this fociety, fo conftituted, ought to be 
committed the fble management oi lying: 
that in their outer-room there ought al- 
ways to attend fome perfons endowed with 
a great (lock of credulity, a generation 
that thrives mightily in this foil and cli- 
mate : he thinks a fufficient number of 
them may be picked up any where about 
the Exchange i thefe are to circulate, what 
the other coin; for no man fpreads a lye 
with fo good a grace, as he that believes it : 
that the rule of the fociety be to invent a 
lye, and fometimes two, for every day ; in 
the choice of which great regard ought to 
be had to the weather, and the feafon of 
the year : your ^oSi^oc, or terrifying lyes, 
do mighty well in November and December, 
but not fo well in May and yune, unlels 
the earfterly winds reign: that it ought to 
be penal for any body to talk of any thing 

but 
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but die lye of the day : that the Ibciety k 
to mamtain a fufficient number of {pks at 
court, and odier places^ to fiimifh hints 
and topicks for invention, and a genoal 
correfpondenceof all the market-^owns for 
circulating their lyes: that if any one of 
the fodety were obferved to Uudi, or look 
out of countenance, or >^^uit a nece^iy 
drcumftance in tdlingthe lye, he ought to 
be expelled, and declared incapable : be- 
sides the roaring lyes, there ought to be a 
private conunittee for whifper6,conftituted 
of the ableil men of the fociety. Here the 
author makes a digredlon in piaife of the 
JVhig'party, for the ri^t underftanding 
and ufc of proof-fyes. A proof-lye is like 
^ proof -charge for a piece of ordnance to 
tiy a ftandani credulity. Of fuch a nature 
he takes tranfubflantiation to be in the 
church of Rmtey a proof -atiide^ iwrhich if 
any one fwallows, they are fore he will 
digeft everything dfc : thereforethe AP&>- 
partydo wifely to try the credulity of the 
people fomctime8byyw»^rx,that tjiey may 
De able to judge, to what hei^t they may 
charge them Serwards. Towards the «nd 
of this chapter, he warns die heads of par- 
ties 
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ties agalnft beli€?mg iSiezr own lyes, ivSiidt 
hsa prored of pernicious confetjtience of 
late, bodi a wite party, and a wife natkm 
having regulated tiieir afiairs upon lyes of 
their own invention. The caufcs of Urn 
he iuppofes to be too great a zeal and in~ 
tenfenefs in tfie pra£kice of this artf and a 
vehement lieat m mutual converiation, 
whereby diey perfuade one another, that 
what they wifh, and report to be true, is 
really fo : that all parties have been fubjcfl: 
to this misfortune. The Jacobius have 
been conftantly infefted wim it ; but the 
Wbtgs of late feemed even to exceed tJiem 
in mis ill habit and weaknefs. To tMs 
chapter the author fubjoins a calendar of 
iyes, proper for the feveral months of tlie 
year. 

The ninth chapter treats of the tdmty 
tmd duration of lyes. As to the celerity df 
their motion, the author fays it is almoft 
incrediWe : he gives feveral inffence oflyes, 
liiat have gone fafber, dian a man can nde 
poft: your terrifying iyes travel at apro- 
^i^ous rate, above ten miles -an how > 
your whifpers move in a narrow vortex, 
tfut very fwiitly. The audior fays, it is 

impof- 
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impoflible to explain feveral phoenotmna in 
relation to the celerity of lyes, without the 
fuppofition oijynchronifm and combination. 
As to the duration of lyes he fays, there 
are of all forts, from hours and days to 
ages; that there are fbme, which like in- 
fers die and revive again in a different 
form ; that good artifts, like people who 
build upon a fhort leafe, will calculate the 
duration of a lye furely to anfwer their 
purpofe; to laft juft as long, and no longer, 
than the turn is ferved. 

The tenth chapter treats of the charac- 
terifticks of lyes; how to know, when, 
where, and by whom invented? Your 
dutch^ engUfh^ and frmch ware are amply 
diftinguifhed from one another ; an ex- 
change lye from one coined at the other 
end of the town : great judgment is to be 
Ihewn as to the place, where the fpecies is 
intended to circulate: very low and bafe 
coin will ferve for Wapping: there are fe- 
veral coffee-houfes, that have their parti> 
cularftamps, which a judicious praditioner 
may eafily know. All your great men have 
their proper phantateufiicks. The author 
fays, he has attained by ftudy and appli- 
cation 
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.cation to fo great fkill in this matter, that 
bring him any lye, he can tell whofe image 
it bears lb truly, as the great man himfelf 
ihali not have the face to deny it. The 
promjfory lyes of great mai are known 
by fhouldering, hugging, fqueezing, finij- 
ing, bowing j and their lyes in: matter of 
fad by immoderate {wearing. 

He Ipends the vihoXt ekventh chapter 
on one limple queftion, whether a lye is 
befi cmtradiEied hy trtstby or hy another lyef 
the author fays, that, considering the large 
extent of the cylindrical furf ace oix!!a.t foul, 
and the great propeniity to believe lyes in 
the generality of mankind of late years, he 
thinks, the propereft contradidion to a lye 
is another lye. For example; if it fhould 
be reported, that the Pretender was at 
London, one would not contradid it by 
faying, he never was in England', but you 
muft prove by eye-witneffes, that he came 
no farther than Greenwich, and then went 
back again. Thus if it be fpread about, 
that a great perfbn were dying of Ibme 
difeafe, you muft not fay the truth, that 
they are in health, and never had fuch a 
difeafe, but that they are flowly recovering 

Q^ of 
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of it So there was not long ago a gen* 
deman, who affirmed, that die treaty with 
France for bringing popery and flaveiy 
into England was figned the 15th of 
September \ to which another aiUwered 
very judiciou0y, not by oppofing truth to 
his lye, that there was no fuch treaty \ but 
that to his certain knowledge, there were 
many things in that treaty not yet adjufted. 

The account of thefecond volume of this ex- 
cellent treatife is referved for another 
. timcn 
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REASONS 

• HUMBLY OFFERED 

By the company excrcifing the trade and 
miftery of Upholders, 

Agalnft part of the. Bill, for the better 

• viewlng^fearcjoing^ and examining drugs ^ 
medicines y etc. 1724. '. 

BEING called upon by feveral re- 
tailers and difpenfers oi drugs and fne- 
dicines about town, to ufe our endeavours 
againft the bill now depending for view- 
ingy etc. In regard of our common inter- 
eft, and in gratitude to the faid retailers 
and difpenfers of medicines, which we have 
always found to be very effedual, we pre- 
flime to lay the following reafons before 
the publick agamft the faid bill. 

That the company of upholders are far 
from being averfe to the. giving of drugs and 
fnedicims in general^ provided they may be 

* In the year 1724 thephy- without the prcrcnption of a 

flcUiM made application to phyflcian : during; which this 
parliam^t to prevent apO' tra^t was difperfed in the court 
thccaries difpenung medicine of re^uefts. 

Q2 of 
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of fuch qualities as we require, and ad- 
miniftercd by fuch perfons, in whom our 
company juftly repofe the greateil confi- 
dence: and provided .they tend to the en- 
couragement of trade, and the confump- 
tion of the woollen manufaSiure of this 
kingdom. 

We beg leave to obferve, that there kath 
been no complaint from any of the nobility^ 
gentry^ awl citizens whom we have attended. 
Our praftice, which confifts chiefly in out- 
ward applications, having been juways fo 
cflfedhial, that none of our patients have 
been obliged to undergo a fecond opera- 
tion, excepting one gentlewoman ; who, 
after her nrft burial, having burthened her 
hufband with a new brood of pofthumous 
children, her lecond funeral was by us 
performed without any farther charges to 
the faid hufband of the deceafed. And we 
humbly hope, that one fingle inftance of 
this kind, a misfortune owing merely to 
the avarice of a fexton in cutting oflFaring, 
will not be imputed to any want of (kill, 
or care in our company. 

We humbly conceive, that iAit pmver By 
this bill lodged in the cenfors of the college of 

phyficiam 
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phyfidans to reftrain any of his majefty's 
fubjedh from difpenfing, and weU-difpofed 
perfbns from taking what medicines they 
pleafe, is a manifefl encroachment on the li- 
berty and property ofthefuhjeEi, 

As the company, exercifing the trade 
and miftery of upholders, have an undif- 
puted right in and upon the bodies of all 
and every the fubjeds of the kingdom ; 
we conceive the pafiingof this bill, though 
not absolutely depriving them of their faid 
right, might keep them out ofpojfeffion by 
unreafonable delay s^ to the great detriment 
of our company and their numerous fa- 
milies. 

We hope it will be confidered, that there 
are multitudes of neceflitous heirs and pe- 
nurious parents, perfons in pinching cir- 
cumftaiK:es with numerous families of 
children, wives that have lived long, many 
robuft aged women with great jointures, 
elder brothers with bad underftandings, 
fingle heirs of great cftates, whereby the 
collateral line are for ever excluded, rever- 
(lonary patents, and reverfionary promifes 
of preferments, leafes upon fingfe lives, and 
play-debts upon joint lives, and that the 

Qj^ perfons 
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pcrfons fo a^ricvcd have no hope of being 
fpecdily relieved any other way, than by 
the difpenfing oi drugs and medicines in the 
manner they now are \ burying alive being 
judged repugnant to the known laws of 
this kingdom. 

That there are many of the deceafed, 
who by certain mechanical motions and 
powers are carried about town, who would 
have been put into our hands long before 
this time by any other well-ordered go- 
vernment: by want of a due police in this 
particular our company have been great 
fufferers. 

Thsit frequent funerals conXiThviia& to pre- 
ferve the genealogies of i&milies, and die 
honours conferred by the crown, which 
are no where fo well illuftratcd as on this 
folemn occafion; to maintain necefjitms 
ckrgy\ to enable the ckrh to appear in de- 
cent habits to officiate on Sunday s\ to feed 
the great retinue oi fiber and mdancholy 
men^ who appear at the faid funerals, and 
who muft ftarve without conflant and re- 
gular employment. Moreover wc defire it 
• may be remembered, that by the paffingof 
this bill. the nobility and gentry will have 
1 thdr 
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thdr oUcoacies lie upon their hands, whicli 
are now employed by our company. 

And we further hope, that frequent fu- 
nerals will not be difcouraged, as is by this 
bill propofed) it being the only method left 
of carrying fome people to church. 

We are afraid, that by the hardfhips of 
this bill our company will be reduced to 
leave their bufinefs here, and praBift at 
York and Briftol, where the free ufe of had 
medicines will beflill allowed. 

It is therefore hoped, that no fpeciotis pre- 
tence whatfoever will be thought fujicient to 
introduce an arbitrary and unlimited pvwer 
for people to live (in defiance of art) as long 
as they can by the courfe of nature, to the 
prejudice of our company, and the decay 
of trade. 

That as our company are like to fufier 
in fome meafure by the power given to 
phyficians to diffed the bodies of male- 
fa&ors, we humbly hope, that the manu- 
fadlure of cafes for fkeletons will be referved 
iSely to the coffin-makers. 

We likewife humblv prefume, that the 
interefts of the feveral trades and profef- 
fions, which depend upon ours, may be 

Qj4. regarded; 
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regarded ; fuch as that of hearies, coaches, 
coffins, epitaphs, and bell-ropes, ftone- 
cutters, feather-men, and bell-ringers; and 
e(pecially the manufadhirers of crapes; and 
the makers offruffy who ufe great quanti- 
ties of old coffins, and who, confidered in 
the amfiimption of their dru^, employ by 
far the greateft number of hands of any 
manufadure of the kingdom. 



to 
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To THE Right Honourablb 

The Mayor and aldermen 
OF THE City of London. 

THE HUMBLE PETITION 

OF T H E 

Collier Sy cooks ^ cook-maids, blackfmitbsi jack-- 
makers, brafiers, and otners, 

SHEWETH, 

THAT whereas certain virtuofi difaf-r 
feded to the government, and to the 
trade and profperity of this kingdom, taking 
upon them the name and title of die Ca- 
TOPTAiCAL Victuallers, have preTumed 
by gathering, breaking, folding, and bund- 
ling up ^fun-heamshy the help of certain 
ghjfes to make, produce, and kindle up 
feveral new focus's or fires within thefc his 
maj^fy's dominions, and thereby to boil, 
bake, (lew, fry, and drefs all forts of vic- 
tuals and provisions, to brew, diftil Ipirits, 
ihielt oar, and in general to perform all 

the 
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the offices of culinaiy fires; and are en- 
deavouring to procure to themielves the 
monopoly of this their faid invention. We 
beg leave humbly to reprefent to your 
honourS) 

That fuch grant or patent will utterly 
ruin and reduce to beggary your petition- 
ers, their wives, children, fervants, and 
trades on them depending; there being 
nothing left to them, after the faid inven- 
tion, but warming of cellars and dreffing 
of fuppers in the winter-time. That the 
abolifning fo confiderable a branch of the 
coafling trade, as that of the colliers, will 
deflroy the navigation of this kingdom. 
That whereas the faid catoptrical vtSiual- 
lers talk of making ufe of the moon by 
night, as of theyS^by day, they will ut- 
terly ruin the numerous . body of talhm- 
chandlers^ and impair a very confiderable 
branch of the revenue^ which arifes from 
the tax upon tallow and candles. 

That tfie faid catoptrical viBuallers do 
profane the emanations of that glorious 
luminary the fun^ which is appointed to 
rule the day^ and not to roafi mutton. And 
we hi^mbly conceive, it will be found 

con- 
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contrary to the known laws of this king- 
dom, to confine, foreftall, and monopolize 
the beams of the fun. And whereas the 
faid catoptrical viShtallers have undertaken 
by burning glafles made of ice to roaftan 
ox upon the Thames next winter: we con- 
ceive all fuch pradHces to be an encroach- 
ment upon the rights and privileges of the 
company oi watermen. 

That the diverfity of expofition of the 
feveral kitchens in this great city, whereby 
fome receive the rays of the iun fooner, 
and others later, will occafion great irre- 
gularity as to the time of dining of the fe- 
veral inhabitants, and confequendy great 
uncertainty and confufion in the difpatch 
of bufinefs: and to thofe, who by reafon 
of their northern expofition will be ftill 
forced to be at the expences of culinary 
fires, it will reduce the price of their ma- 
nufadure to fuch inequality, as is incon- 
fiflent with common juftice : and the 
fame inconveniency will afFed landlords in 
the value of their rmts» 

That the ufe of the faid glafTes will ob- 
lige cooks, and cook-maids to fhidy op- 
ticks and aflronomy, in order to know the 

due 
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due diftances of die (aid focus's or fires, and 
to adjuft die portion of dieir glailes to the 
{svcal altitudes of the {tin, varying ac- 
cording to the hours of the day, and the 
ieafbns of the year; which ftudies, at thefe 
years, will be highly troublefome to the 
Md cooks and cook-maids, not to fay any 
thing of the utter incapacity of fome c^ 
them to go through with ftich difficult 
arts; or (which is itill a greater incon- 
venience) it will throw the whole art o£ 
cookery into the hands of aftronomers and 
glais-grinders, perfons utterly unskilled in 
other parts of mat profeflion, to die great 
detriment of the health of his majddy s 
good lubjeds. 

That it is known by expeiience, thast 
meat roafted with fun-beams is extremky 
tinwholefome; witne^ fevetal that have 
died iliddenly after eatiqg the provifions of 
the £iid ctuoptrical viBtwUers'y fbrafinuch 
as the iun-beams taken inwardly render 
the humours too hot and adufl^ occaiioR 
great fweatings, and dry up die lodual 
moiihire. 

That fim-beams tak^i iamardfy iheda 

malignant influence upon the hram by 

^ I their 
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their natural tendency towards the meoni 
and produce madnefs and diftradion at the 
time of the foil moon. That the conilant 
ufe of To great quantities of this tmoard 
light will occafion the growth of qudkir- 
ijm to the danger of the churchy and of 
poetry to the danger of the ftate. 

That the influences of theconftelktions, 
through which the (iin pafles, will with his 
beams be conveyed into the bloody and 
. when the fun is among the horned iigns, 
may produce fuch a fpirit of unchaftity, as 
is dangerous to the honour of your wor- 
ships families. 

That mankind living much upon the 
feeds and other parts of plants, thefe being 
impregnated with the fun-beams, may 
vegetate and grew in the bowels, a thing of 
more dangerous confequence to himian 
bodies than breeding of worms} and this 
will fall heavieft '\)pon the poor, who live 
upon roots; and the weak and fickly, who 
live upon barley and rice-gruel, etc> for 
which we are ready to produce to your 
honours the opinions ot eminent phy/i- 
dans, that the tafte and property of the 
viduals is much altered to the worle by the 

faid 
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London Jlrowed with Rarities. 

BEING 

^//Account ofthe arrival of a White Bear^ 
at the houfe of Mr. Ratcliff in Bifhopf- 
gate-ftreet : as alfo of Fauftina, the ce- 
lebrated Italian finging woman ; and of 
the copper-farthing dean from Ireland. 

ANDLASTLY, 

Of the wonderful Wild Man that was nurfed 
in the woods of Germany by a wild heafly 
hunted and taken in toyls\ how hebehaveth 
himfelf like a dumb creature^ and is a 
Chriflian like one ofus^ being calledVtttv^ 
and how he was brought to court all in 
greeny to the great aflonifj^ment of the 
quality and gentry, 1726. 

WE fhall begin with a defcription of 
Peter the favage, deferring our o- 
ther curiofities to fbme following papers. 
Romulus and Remus, the two famous 
wild men of antiquity, and Or/in that-pf 

R the 
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the mcxlems, have been jufUy the admira- 
tion of all mankind : nor can we prefago 
lefs of this wild youth, as may be gathered 
from that famous and well known pro- 
phecy of Lilly St which being now accom- 
pliihed, is mofl eafily interpreted : 

When "R.om.tjhall'wend to Benevento, 
y^WEfpagne break the Afliento; 
JVhen eagle fpUtJhallJly to China, 
j4nd chrljiian folks adore Fauftina: 
" ThenpaU an oak be brought to bed 
Of creature neither taught nor fed\ 
Great feats fhall he atchieve — 

The pope is now going to Benevento: 
the Spaniards have broke their treaty; 
the emperor trades to China ; and Lilly y 
' were he alive, muft be convinced, that it 
was not the emprefs Faufiina^ that was 
meant in the prophecy. 

It is evident by feveral tokens about 
this wild gentleman, that he had a father 
and mother Hke one of us ; but there bang 
ilo regifter of his chriftening, his age is 
only to be guefled at by his ftature and 
<^untenance, and appeareth to be about 
twelve or thirteen. His being fo young 
I was 
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Was the occafion of the great difappoint- 
ment of the ladies, who came to the draw- 
ing-room in full expedation of fome at- 
tempt upon their chaftity: fo far is true, 
that he endeavoured to kifs the young lady 
Walpole^ who for that reafbn is become 
the envy of the circle ; this being a decla- 
ration of nature in favour of her fliperior 
beauty. 

Arifiotle faith, that man is the moft 
mimick of all animals ; which opinion of 
that great philofopheris ftrongly confirmed 
by the behaviour of this wild gentleman, 
who is endowed with that quality to an 
extreme degree. He received his nrft im- 
prelliohs at court : his manners are firft 
to lick people's hands, and then turn his 
breech upon them ; to thruft his hand into 
every body's pocket \ to climb over people's 
heads \ and even to make ufe of the royal 
hand to take what he has a mind to. At 
his firft appearance he feized on the lord 
chamberlain 8 ftaff, and put on his hat be- 
fore the king; from whence fome have 
conjedured, that he is either defcended 
from a grandee of Spain^ or the earls of 
Kingfale in Iriland. However, thefe are . 

R 2 manifcft 
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manifcft tokens of his innate ambition; 
he is extrciTieiy tenacious of his own pro- 
perty, and ready to invade that of other 
people. By this mimick quality he dif^ 
covered, what wild bead had niuiedhim: 
obferving children to a(k blefllng of their 
mothers, one day he fell down upon his 
knees to a fow, and muttered fbme founds 
in that humble pofture. 

It has been commonly thought, that he 
is Ulricas natural brother, becaufe of fbme 
rcfemblance of manners, and the officious 
care of Ulrick about him ; but the fupe- 
riority of parts and genius in Peter dsmon- 
ftrates this to be impoffible. 

Though he is ignorant both of ancient 
and modem languages, (that care being, 
left to tlic ingenious phyfician, who is en- 
truftcd with his education) vet he diftin- 
giiifhes objeds by certain (ounds framed 
to himfclf, which Mr. Rotenberg, who 
brought him over, underflands perfeAly. 
Beholding one day the fhambles with great 
fear and aftonifhment, ever fince he calls 
man by the fame found, which exprefleth 
wolf. A young lady is a peacock, old 
women iiiagpyes and owls; a beau with a 
:. ^ . toupee^ 
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toupee i a monkey; glafs, ice; blue, rcdi 
and green ribbons, he calls rainbow; an, 
heap of gold, a turd. The firft fhip he 
faw, he took, to be a great beaft fwimming 
on her back, and her feet tied above her: 
the men, that came out of the hold, he 
took to be her cubs, and wondered they 
were fo unlike their dam. He undcrftands 
perfcdly the language of all beads and 
birds, and is not, like them, confined to 
that of one fpecics. He can bring any beaft 
what he calls for, and no doubt is much 
miflcd now in his native woods, where he 
ufed to do good offices among his fellow- 
citizens, and ferved as a mediator to recon- 
cile their differences. One day he warned 
a flock of fheep, that were driving to the 
fliamblcs, of their danger ; and upon ut- 
tering fome founds, they all fled. He takes 
vaft pleafure in converfation with horfes ; 
and going to the Meufe to converfe with 
two of his intimate acquaintances in the 
king's ftables, as he pafied by, he neighed 
to the horfc at Charing-crofsy being as it 
were furprized to fee him fo high: he 
fecmed to take it ill, that the horfe did 
not anfwcr I)im ; but I think no body can 

R 3 under- 
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undervalue his underilanding for not being 
ikilled in (latuary. 

He exprefleth his joy moft commonly 
by neighing; and whatever the philofb- 
phers may talk, of their rifibility, neighing 
18 a more noble exprefHon of that pafHon 
than laughing, which feems to me to have 
fomething iiUv in it ; and befides, is often 
attended with tears. Other animals are 
fenfible they debafe themielves by mimick-* 
ing laughter; and I take it to be a general 
obfervation, that the top felicity of man- 
kind is to imitate monkeys, and birds; 
witnefs Harlequins y Scaramouches., s^nd maf' 
queraders: on the other hand, monkeys, 
when they would look extremely filly, 
endeavour to bring themfelves down to 
mankind. Love he exprefleth by the coo- 
ing of a dove, and anger by the croaking 
of a raven ; and it i^ not doubted, but that 
he will ferve in time as an interpreter be- 
tween us and other animals. 

Great inftrudion is to be had from this 
wild youth in the knowledge of fimples ; 
and I am of opinion, that he ought always 
to attend the cenfors of the college in their 
viiitation of apothecaries (hops. 

Jam 



BUT IT POURS. 247 

I am told, that the new *feEi of herh- 
eaters intend to follow him into the fields., 
or to beg him for a clerk of their kitchen; 
and that there are many of them now 
thinking of turning their children into 
woods to graze with the cattle, in hopes 
to raife a healthy and moral race, refined 
from the corruptions of this luxurious 
world. 

He fings naturally feveral pretty tuncss 
of his own cwnpofing, and with equal fa- 
cility in the chromatick, inharmomck^ and 
diatonick flile, and confequently muft be 
of infinite ufe to the academy in jud^ng 
of the merits of their compofers, and is the 
only perfon, that ought to decide betwixt 
-f Cuzzoni and Faujiina. 

I cannot omit his firft notion of cloaths, 
which he took to be the natural fkins of 
the creatures that wore them, and feemed 
to be in great pain for the pulling off a 
flocking, thinking the poor man was a 
flaying. 

I ain not ignorant, that there are dif^ 
affedled people, who fay he is 2l pretender^ 

* Dr. Cheyne's followers. 

^ Two rival fingers »t that time in the italian operas here. 

R 4 and 
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and no genuine wild man. This calumny 
proceeds from the falfe notions they have 
of wild men, which they frame from flich, 
as they fee about the town, whofe adHons 
are rather abfurd than wild; therefore it 
will be incimibent on all young gentlemen 
who are ambitious to excel in this charafter, 
to copy this true original of nature. 

The fenfes of this wild man are valUy 
more acute, than thofe of a tame one; 
he can follow the track of a man, or any 
other beaft of prey. A dog is an afs to him 
for finding troufies ; his hearing is more 
perfed, becaufe his ears not having been 
confined by bandages, he can move tliem 
like a drill, and turn them towards the 
fbnorous obje<Sl. 

Lat us pray the creator of all beings^ ml^ 
and tame, that as this wild youth hy being 
brought to court has been made a cbriftian; 
fofuch as are at court ^ aftdare no chriflianSi 
may lay ajide their favage and rapacious na- 
ture, and return to the meeknefs of the go/pel. 



THE 



THE NARRATIVE 

O F 

D^ ROBERT NORRIS, 

CONCERNING 

The ftrange and deplorable frenzy of 

M'. JOHN DENNIS, 

an officer of the cuftom-houfe. 

Written in 1713 ♦, 

IT is an acknowledged truth, that no- 
thing is fo dear to an honefl man as his 
good name, nor ought he to negled the 
juft vindication of his charafter, when it is 
injurioufly attacked by any man. The 
perfon I have at prefent caufe to complain 
of, is indeed in very melancholy circumr 
fiances, it having pleafed God to deprivie 
him of his fenfes, which may extenuate the 
crime in him. But I fhould be wanting in 
my duty, not only to my felf, but alfo to 
my fellow creatures, to whom my talents 
may prove of benefit, fhould I fufFer my 

♦ Thehiftow of Mr. i5«- reader may find fome ex- 
mt is to be (een in Jacob's trafts from his writings. The 
Lives of the potts ; or in Mr. occafion of this narrativt fuf- 
Pope's Dundady »mon|; the ficiently appears from the do- 
notes upon which the curious Aor's own words. 

pro- 
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profeffion or honefty to be undefervcdly 
afperfed. I have therefore refolved to give 
the publick an account of all, that has paft 
between the unhappy gentleman and my 
felf. 

On the 20th inilant, while I was in my 
clofet pondering the cafe of one of my 
patients, I heard a knocking at my door, 
upon opening of which entered an old 
woman with tears in her eyes, and told 
me, that without my afliflance her mafter 
would be utterly ruined. I was forced to 
interrupt her forrow by enquiring her ma- 
fter*s name and place of abode. She told 
me, he was one Mr. Dennisy an officer of 
the cudom-houfe, who was taken ill of a 
violent frenzy laft ^prily and had conti- 
nued in thofe melancholy drcumftances 
with few or no intervals. Upon this I 
afked her fbme queflions relating to his 
humour and extravagancies, that I might 
the better know under what regimen to 
put him, when the caufe of his diftempcr 
was found out. Alas, {viyfaysjhey this day 
fortnight in the morning a poor fmiple 
child came to him from the printer's; the 
boy had no fooncr entered the room) but 

he 

i 
i 

I 
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he cried out, the devil was come. He often 
ftares ghaftfuUy, raves aloud, and mutters 
between his teeth the word Cator^ or CcUOy 
or (bme fuch thing. Now, dodor, this 
Cator is certainly a witch^ and my poor 
mafter is under an evil tongue: for I nave 
heard him fay Cator has bewitched the 
whole nation. It pitied my very heart to 
think, that a man of my mailer's under- 
ftanding and great fcliolarihip, who, as the 
child told me, had a book c^ his own in 
print, fhould talk fo outrageoufly. Upon 
this I went and laid out a groat for a hoHe^ 
fhoe, which is at this time nailed on the 
threfhold of his door ; but I don't find my 
mafter is at all the better for it; he per- 
petually ftarts and runs to the window 
when any one knocks, crying out, S' death! 
a mejfenger from the frencb Ung I I Jball 
die in the baftilc. 

Having faid this, the old woman pre^ 
f^nted me with a vial of his urine; upon 
examination of which I perceived the whole 
temperament of his body to l^ exceeding 
f)ot, I therefore inftantly took my cane 
lind my beaver, and repaired tp the place 
where he dwelt* 

When 
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When I came to his lodgings near Cha- 
ring-crofsy up three pair of ftairs, (which I 
ihould not have publifhed in this manner, 
but that this lunatick conceals the place of 
his refidence on purpofe to prevent thfe 
good offices of thofe charitable ^/^W^ and 
fbyjiciansy who might attempt his cure) 
when I came into the room, I found this 
unfortunate gentleman feated on his bed, 
with Mr. Bernard Lintot bookfeller on the 
one fide of him, and a grave elderly gen- 
deman on the other, who, as I have fince 
learned, calls himfclf 2i grammarian', the 
latitude of whofe countenance was not a 
little eclipfed by the fulnefs of his peruke. 
As I am a black lean man, of a pale vi&ge, 
and hang my clothes on fomewhat floven- 
ly, I no fooner went in, but he frowned 
upon me, and cried out with violence, 
" S' deaths a frenchman / I am betrayed to 
" the tyrant ! who could have thought the 
" queen would have delivered me up to 
" France in this treaty, and leafl of all that 
" you, my friends, would have been in a 

" confpiracy againfl me?" Sir, /aid Jy 

here is neither plot nor confpiracy, but for 

your advantage. The recovery . of your 

v' fenfcs 
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fenfes requires my attendance, and your 
friends fent for me on no other account, 
I then took a particular furvey of his per- 
fon, and the furniture and difpofition of his 
apartment. His aiped was furious, his 
eyes were rather fiery than lively, which 
he rolled about in an uncommon manner. 
He often opened his mouth, as if he would 
have uttered fome matter of importance, 
but the found fecmed loft inwardly. His 
beard was grown, which they told me he 
would not fuffer tq be fhaved, beHeving 
the modern dramatick poets had corrupted 
all the barbers in the town to take the firft 
opportunity of cutting his throat. His 
eye-brows were grey, long, and grown to- 
gether, which he knit with indignation, 
when any thing was fpoken, infomuch that 
he feemed not to have fmoothed his fore- 
head for many years. His flannel night- 
cap, which was exceedingly begrimed with 
(weat and dirt, hung upon his left ear ; 
the flap of his breeches dangled between 
his legs, and the rolls of his ftockings fell 
down to his ankles. 

, I obferved his room was hung with o/d 
tapej^ryjwhich had fcveral holes in it, caufed, 

as 
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as the old woman informed me, by his ha- 
ving cut out of it the heads of divers tyrant Sy 
the fiercenefs of whofe vifeges had much 
provoked him. On all fides of his room 
were pinned a great many fheets of a tra- 
gedy csXHsd-Cato, with notes on the margin 
witn his own hand. The words abfurd^ 
tnonftreusy execrabky were every where 
written in fiich large charaAers, that I 
could read them without my fpedacles. 
By the fire-fide lay three farmings-worth 
of fmall-coal in a SpeSfator, and behind 
the door huge heaps of papers of the fame 
tide, which his nurfe informed me fhe had 
conveyed thither out of his fight, believing 
they were books of the black art; for her 
mailer never read in them, but he was ei- 
ther quite mopedi or in raving jits. There 
was nothing neat in the whole room, except 
iome books on his fhelves very well bound 
and gilded, whofe names I had never before 
heard of, nor I believe were any where eUe 
to be found; fuch as Gibraltar , a comedy y 
Remarks m prince Arthur ; 1^ grounds of 
criticifm in poetry. An effay onpublickfpirit, ' 
The only one I had any knowledge of was 
a Paradife loft, interleaved. The whole . 

floor 
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floor was covered with matiufcripts, as 
thick as a paftry-cook's fhop on a Chrift- 
mas eve. On ms table were fome ends of 
verfe and of candles ; a gallipot of ink with 
a yellow pen in it, and a pot of half-dead 
ale covered with a Lmginus, 

As I was cafting my eyes round on all 
this odd furniture with lome eameftnefs 
and afloniihment, and in a profound filence, 
I was on a fudden furprized to hear the 
man fpeak in the following manner. 

" Beware, dodor, that it fare not with 
" you as with your prcdeceflbrthe famous 
" Hippocrates^ whom the miftaken citi- 
** zens of Abdera fcnt for in this very 
** manner to cure the philofophcr Detno- 
" critus J he returned full of admiration at 
** the wifdom of that pcrfon, whom he had 
** fuppofed a lunatick. Behold, doAor, it 
*' was thus Anftoth himfelf and all the 
" great ancients fpenttheir days and nights, 
" wrapt up in criticifm, and befet all a- • 
" round with their ovm writings. As for 
** me, whom you fee in the fame manner, 
•< be afllircd I have none other difeafe, than 
" a fwelling in my legs, whereof I fay no 

" more 
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** more, fince your art may further certify 

tie >» 

" you. 

I began now to be in hopes, that his cafe 
had been mifreprefented, and that he was 
not fb far gone, but fbme timely medicines 
might recover him. I therefore proceeded 
to the proper queries, which, with the an- 
gers made to me, I fhall fet down in form 
of a dialogue, in the very words they were 
ipoken, becaufe I would not omit theleafl 
circumflance in this narrative; and I call 
my confcience to witnefs, as if upon oath, 
that I fhall tell the truth without addition 
or diminution. 

Dr. Pray, fir, how did you contraft 
this fwelling? 

Denn. By a criticifin. 

Dr, A criticifm 1 that's a diflemper I 
never read of. 

Denn, S'death, fir, a diflemper I It is 
no diflemper, but a noble art. I have fat 
fourteen hours a day at it; and are you a 
dodor, and don't know there's a commu- 
nication between the legs and the brain? 

Dr» What made you fit fo many hours, 
fir? 

Dem. CatOy fir. 
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Dr. Sir, I fpeak of your diftempcrj 
what gave you this tumour ? 

Denn. Cato, Cato^ Cato'"',. 

Old TVom, For God's Me, dodor, 
name not this evil (pirit; 'tis tjic whole 
caufe of his madnefs : alas, poor mafter's 
juft falling into his fits. 

My, Lintot, Fits! Z — what fits! A 
man may well have fwellings in his legs, 
that fits writing fourteen hours in a day. 
He got this by the Remarks, 

Dr. The Remarks ! what arc thofe? 

Dewu S'Deathl have you never read 
my Remarks ? I will be damned, if this 
dog Lintot ever publifhed my advertifc- 
ments. 

Mr. Lintot, Z— ! I publifhed advertifc- 
ment upon advertifcmcnt; and if the book 
be not read, it is none of my fault, but 
his that made it. By G- - , as much has 
been done for the book, as could be done 
for any book in Chriftcndom. 

Dr, We do not talk of books, fir ; I 
fear thofe arc the fuel, that feed his dcH^ 
Hum J mention them no more. You do 
very ill to promote this difcourfc. 

• Rtiruris on duo, publiflicJ by Mr. D. in the year 17 1 a. 

S I de- 
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I defire a word in private with this o- 
ther gentleman, who fecms a grave and 
fenfible man : I fuppofe, fir, you are his 
apothecary. 

Gent. Sir, I am his friend. 

Dr. I doubt it not. What regimen have 
you obferved, fince he has been imder your 
care? You remember, I fuppofe, thepaf- 
fage oiCelfuSy which fays, it the patient on 
the third day have an interval, fufpend the 
medicaments at night ? Let fumigations 
be ufed to corroborate the brain. I hope 
you have upon no account promoted fter- 
nutation by hellebore. 

Gent. Sir, no fuch matter, you utterly 
miflake. 

Dr. Miftake : am I not a phylician ? 
and (hall an apothecary difpute my no- 
Jirums.'—Yon may perhaps have filled up 
a prefcription or two of Ratcliff's which 
chanced to fucceed, and with that very 
prefcription, injudicioufly prefcribed to 
different conflitutions, have defbroyed a 
multitude. Pbarmacopola componat, medi- 
cmfolus prefcribat. Fumigate him, I fay, 
this very evenmg, while he is relieved by 
an interval. 

Dernim 
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Denn. S'death, fir, my friend an apo- 
thecary 1 a bafe mechanic! He who, like 
my felf, profefles the nobleft fcicnces in 
the univerfe, criticifm and poetry I Can 
you think I would fubmit my writings to 
the judgment of an apothecary 1 By the 
immortals, he himfelf inferted three whole 
paragraphs in my Remarks^ had a hand in 
my Puhlickfpirity nay, afTifted me in my 
defcription of the fuHes and infernal re^ 
gions in my Appius, 

Mr. Lintot. He is an autlior j you mi- 
ftake the gentleman, dodlorj he has been 
an author thefe twenty years, to his book- 
feller's knowledge, and no man's elfe. 

Denn. Is all the town in a combination? 
Shall poetry fall to the ground? Muft our 
reputation be loft to all foreign countries? 
O deftrudion I perdition ! * Opera I Opera! 
As poetry once raifed cities, fo when po- 
etry fails, cities arc overturned, and the 
world is no more. 

Dr. He raves, he raves ; Mr. Lintoty I 
pray you pinion down his arms, that he 
may do no mifchief. 

* He wrote a trettire proving the decay of publick fpiHt to 
proceed from itdlian opera's. 

S 2 Denn. 
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Denn. O I am fick, fick to death ! 

Dr. That is a good fymptom, a very 
good fymptom. To be fick to death (fay 
the modem phyficians) is an excellent 
fymptom. When a patient is fcnfiblc of 
his pain, 'tis half a cure. Pray, fir, of 
what are you fick ? 

Denn. Of every thing, of every thing. 
I am fick of the fentimentSj of the diSiim^ 
of thcprotafai oi the epitafis^ and the ca- 
tajirophe. — Alas, what is become of the 
drama, the drama f 

Old Worn. The dram, fir? Mr. Untot 
drank up all the gin ju^ now; but I'll go 
fetch more prefently ! 

Denn. O fhamcful wan^ (caxidaikms 
omifiion 1 By all the immortals, here is no 
peripetia, no change oi fortune in die ts^- 
gedy ; Z no change at all ! 

Old W(m. Pray, good fir, be not angry, 
I'll fetch change. 

Dr. Hold your peace, woman ; his fit 
inercafes; good Mr. JJntot hold him. 

Mr. Lintot. Plague on'tl I am damna- 
bly afraid, they are in the right of it, and 
he is mad in eamcft. If he fhould be really 
mad, who the devil will buy i^m:. Remarks f 

\Here 
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[Here Mr, Lintot Jhraiched his head.'] 
Dr, Sir, Ifhallordcryou the cold bath 
to-morrow— —Mr. Lintot^ you are a fcn- 
fible man; pray fend for Mr. Verdh's 
fervant, and as you are a friciid to the pa- 
tient, be fo kind as to flay this evening, 
whilft he is cupped on the head. The 
fymptoms of his madncfs fecm to be dcf- 
peratej for Avke?i fays, that if learning 
be mixed with a brain, that is not of a 
contexture fit to receive jt, the brain fer- 
ments, till it be totally exhauftcd. We 
mufl eradicate thcfe undigcflcd ideas out 
of the feria'aniunty and reduce the patient 
to a competent knowledge of himfelf 

Denn. Caitiffs fland off, unhand mp, 
mifcreants I Is the man, whofc whole en- 
deavours are to bring the town to rcafon, 
mad? Is the man, who fettles poetry on 
the bafis of antiquity, mad? Dares any 
one aflert, there is a peripatia in that vile 
piece, that's foifted upon the town for a 
dramatick poem ? That man is mad, the 
town is mad, the world is mad. See Lon- 
. ginus in my right hand, and Arj/iotle in 
my left ; I am the only man among the 
moderns, that fupport them. Am I to be 

S3 aflaf- 
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adafllnated; and fhall a booldeller, who 
hath lived upon my labours, take away 
that life, to which he owes his fupport ? 

Gent. By your leave, gendemen, I ap- 
prehend you not. I muft not fee my friend 
ill treated; he is no more affededwith 
lunacy than my felf : I am alfo of the fame 

opinion as to the peripatia Sir, by the 

gravity of your countenance and habit, I 
Aiould conceive you to be a graduate phy- 
fidan ; but by your indecent and boifler- 
ous treatment of this man of learning, I 
perceive you are a violent fort oi perfofiy I 
am loath to (ay quack, who, rather than 
his drugs fhould lie upon his own hands, 
would get rid of them by cramming them 
into the mouths of others : the gentleman 
is of good condition, found intelleduals, 
and unerring judgment : I beg you will 
not oblige me to refent thefe proceedings, 

THESE were all the words thatpafTed 
among us at this time ; nor was there need 
for more, it being neceflary, we fhould 
make life of force in the cure of my pa- 
tient, 

I pri' 
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I privately whifpered the old woman to 
go to Mr. Verdiers in Long-Acre^ with 
orders to come immediately with cupping- 
glafles ; in the mean time, by the afliftance 
of Mr. Lintoty we locked his friend into a 
clofet, who 'tis plain from his laft fpeech 
was likewife touched in his intelleds, after 
which we bound our lunatick hand and 
foot down to the bedfted, where he con- 
tinued in violent ravings, notwithftanding 
the moft tender expreflions we could ufe 
to perfuade him to fubmit to the opera- 
tion, till the fervant oiVerdier arrived. 
He had no fooner clapped half a dozen 
cupping-glades on his head, and behind 
his ears, but the gentleman above-men- 
tioned burfting open the clofet, ran furi- 
oufly upon us, cut Mr. Dennis s bandages, 
and let drive at us with a vaft folio, which 
forely bruifed the fhin of Mr. Lintot\ Mr. 
yohn Dennis alfo, ftarting up with the 
cupping-glafles on his head, feized an- 
other folio, and with the fame dangeroufly 
wounded me in the fkuU, juft above my 
right temple. The truth of this fad Mr. 
Verdiers fervant is ready to atteft upon 
oath, who, taking an cxad furvey of the 

S 4 volumes, 
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volumes, found that, which wounded my 
head, to be Gruteruis Lampas Critical 
and that, which broke Mr. Lintois fhin, 
was Scaligers Poetices. After this Mr. 
yohn Deimh^ ftrengthened at once by rage 
and madnefs, fnatched up a peruke-block, 
that flood by the bedfide, and weilded it 
round in fo furious a manner, that he broke 
three of the cupping-glafles from the 
crown of his head, fo that much blood 

trickled down his vilage He looked fo 

ghaftly, and his paffion was grown to fuch 
a prodigious heighth, that my felf, Mr. 
Lintot^ and Verdiers fervant were obliged 
to leave the room in all the expedition 
imaginable. 

I took Mr. Lintot home with me, in 
order to have our wounds dreft, and laid 
hold of that opportunity of entering into 
difcourfe with him about the madnefs of 
this perfon, of whom he gave me the fol- 
lowing remarkable relation : 

That on the 17th o£ May, 171 2, be- 
tween the hours of ten and eleven in the 
morning, Mr. yoin Dennis entered into 
his fhop, and opening one of the volumes 
of the SpeSiator^ in the large paper, did 

fud^ 
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fuddenly, without the leaft provocation> 
tear out that of N" — - where the author 
treats of poetical jufticc, and caft it into 
the ftreet. That the faid Mr. John Dennis 
on the 27th oi March, ly 12, finding on 
the faid Mr. Lintot's counter a book called 
an EJfay on criticifm, juft then publiihed, " 
he. read a page or two with much frown- 
ing, till coming to thefe two Hnes ; . 

Sofne have atjirjifor wits, then poets paji. 
Turn d criticks next, and prvv d plain fools 
at loft. 

He flung down the book in a terrible fury, 
and cried out, By G-d he means me. 

That being in his company on a certain 
time, when Shake/pear was mentioned as 
of a contrary opinion to Mr. Dennis, he 
fwore the faid Shake/pear was a rafcal, with 
other defamatory expreflions, which gave 
Mr. Lintot a very ill opinion of the faid 
Shake/pear. 

That about two months fince, he came 
again into tlie fhop, and caft feveral fuf- 
picious looks on a gentleman that flood by 
him, after which he dcfircd fome informa- 
tion concerning that pcrfon. He was no 

fooncr 
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iboner acquainted, that the gentleman was 
a new author, and that his firft piece was 
to be publifhed in a few days, but he drew 
his fword upon him, and had not my 
fervant luckily catched him by the fleeve, 
I might have lofl one author upon the 
ipot, and another the next iefHons. 

Upon redolledtingall thefe circumftances 
Mr. Lintot was entirely of opinion, that 
he had been mad for fome time; and I 
doubt not, but this whole narrative muft 
fiifficiently convince the world of the ex- 
cefs of his frenzy. It now remains, that I 
give the reaibns, which obliged me in my 
own vindication to publifli this whole un- 
fortunate tranfadion. 

In the firft place, Mr. yohn Dennis had 
induftrioufly caufed to be reported, that I 
entered into his room vi et armisj either 
out of a defign to deprive him of his life, 
or of a new play called Coriolanus, which 
he has had ready for the flage thefe four 
years. 

Secondly, He hath given out about 

Fleetflreet and the Temple, that I was an 

accomplice with his bookfcUer, who vifited 

I him 
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him with intent to take away divers valu- 
able manufcripts, without paying him co- 
py-money. 

Thirdly, He hath told others, that I 
am no graduate phyfician, and that he had 
Teen me upon a mountebank ilage in 
Moorfaldsy when he had lodgings in the 
college there. 

Fourthly, Knowing that I had much 
praAice in the city, he reported at the 
Royal-Exchange^ Cujiom-houfey and otlier 
places adjacent, that I was a foreign fpy, 
employed by ^<tfrench king to convey him 
into France \ that I bound him hand and 
foot J and that, if his friend had not burft 
from his confinement to his relief, he had 
been at this hour in the Bajiile. 

All which feveral aflertions of his are 
fo very extravagant, as well as inconfiftent, 
that I appeal to all mankind, whether this 
p2rfbn be not out of his fenfes. I fhall 
not decline giving and producing further 
proofs of this truth in open court, if he 
drives, the matter fo far. In the mean 
time I heartily forgive him, and pray that 
the Lord may reftore him to the full en- 
joyment 
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joyment of his underftanding ; Co wiflieth, 
ais becometh a Chriftian, 



Robert Norrisy M. D. 



Frem my houfe en Snow-hill, 
}\x\y the zotky 1713, 



GodfcFue the queen. 



A FULL 



A FULL AND TRUE 

ACCOUNT 

Of a horrid and barbarous 

REVENGE BY POISON, 

ON THE BODY OF 

M^EDMUNDCURLL, 

BOOKSELLERj 

With a faithful copy of his 

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT, 

HISTORY furnifhctli us with exam- 
ples of many fatyrical authors^ who 
have fallen facrifices to revenge, but not 
of any booftjellerti that I know of, except 
the unfortunate fubjedt of the following 
paper ; I mean Mr. Edmutid Cur II at the 
Bible and Dial in Fleetftrcet^ who was 
yefterd^y poifoned by Mr. Pope, after ha- 
ving lived many years an inftance of the 
mild temper c^ the britifl} nation. 

Every body knows, that the faid Mr. 

Edmund Cur II oci Mofidayxht 26thinftant 

publifhed a fatyrieal piece, entitulcd Court 

4 PoemSy 
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Pxms, in tke prefece whereof they were 
attributed to a lady of qualil^r, Mr. Pope^ 
or Mr. Gay ; by which indifcreet method, 
diough he had efcaped one revenge, there 
were ftill two behind in referve. 

Now on the Wednefday enfuing, be- 
tween the hours of ten and eleven, Mr. 
Lintot a neighbouring bookfeller defined a 
conference with Mr. Curll?hout fetding a 
title-pagey inviting him at the fame time to 
take a whet together. Mr. Pope^ who is 
not the only inflance how perfbns of bright 
parts may be carried away by the inftiga- 
tion of the devil, found means to convey 
himfelf into the fame room under pretence 
of bufinefs vrithMr. JJntoty who, it feems, 
is the printer of his Homer. This gende- 
man with a feeming coolnefs reprimanded 
Mr. Curll for wroi^fully afcribing to him 
the aforefaid poems : he excufed himfelf 
by declaring, that one of his authors (Mr. 
Oldmixon by name) gave the copies to the 
prefs, and wrote the preface. Upon this 
Mr. Pope^ being to all appearance recon- 
ciled, very civilly drank a glafs of fack to 
Mi. Cur fly which he as civilly pledged ; 
and though the liquor in colour and tafl^ 

differed 
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differed not from common fack, yet was 
it plain by the pangs this unhappy ftationcr 
felt foon after, that fome poifonous drug 
had been fecretly infufed therein. 

About eleven a clock he went home, 
where his wife obferving his colour changed, 
faid, " Are you not fick, my dear ?** He 
replied, " Bloody fick j" and incontinently 
fell a vomiting and draining in an uncom- 
mon and unnatural manner, the contents 
of his vomiting being as green as grafs. 
His wife had been juft reading a book of 
her hufband's printing concerning Jaw 
Wenham^ the famous witch of Hertford, 
and her mind mifgave her, that he was 
bewitched 'y but he foon let her know, that 
he fufpe£ted poifon, and recounted to her, 
between the intervals of his yawnings and 
retchings, every circumftance of his inter- 
view with Mr. Pope* 

Mr. Lintot in the mean time coming in^ 
was extremely affiighted at the fudden 
alteration he obferved in him: " Brother 
" Curll, fays he, I fear you have got the 
** vomiting diftemper; which, I have 
** heard, kills in halt an hour. This comes 
\^ from your not following my advice, to 

" drink 
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" drink old hock in a morning, as I do, 
" and abftain from lack/' Mr. Curll re- 
plied in a moving tone, " Your author's 
" fack, I fear, has done my bufinels." 
" Z — ds, fays Mr, Lintot, my author ! 
" — Why did not you drink old hock ?" 
Notwithftanding which rough remon- 
ftrance, he did in the moft friendly man- 
ner prefs him to take warm water ; but 
Mr. Curll did with great obftinacy refule 
it ; which made Mr. Lintot infer, that he 
chofe to die, as thinking to recover greater 
damages. 

All tliis time the lymptoms encreafed 
violently, with acute pains in the lower 
belly. " Brother Lintot, fays he, I perceive 
" my laft hour approaching ; do me the 
** friendly office to call my partner, Mr. 
" Pemberton, that wc may fettle our 
" worldly affairs." Mr. Lintot, like a kind 
neighbour, was haftcning out of the room, 
while Mr. Curll raved aloud in this man- 
ner: " If I furvive this, I will be revenged 
** on Tonfon', it was he firft deteded me 
" as the printer of thefe poems, and I will 
" reprint thefe very poems in his name.^ 
His wife admonifhed him not to think of 

revenge. 
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revenge, but to take care of his ftock 
and his foul: and in the fame inftant 
Mr. Lintoty whofe goodnefs can never 
be enough applauded, returned with Mr. 
Pemberton. After fome tears jointly fhed 
by thefe humane bookfellcrs, Mr. Curll 
being, as he faid, in his perfed fenfes, 
though in great bodily pain, immediately 
proceeded to make a verbal will, Mrs. 
Curll having firft put on his night-cap, in 
the following manner : 

/^ENTLEMEN, in thc firft place, I do 
^^ fincerely pray forgivenefs for thoic 
indircdt methods I have purfucd in invent- 
ing new titles to old books, putting authors 
names to things they never faw, publifhing 
private quarrels for publick entertainment;' 
all which I hope will be pardoned, as be* 
ing done to get an honeft livelihood. 

I do alfo heartily beg pardon of all per- 
Ibns of honour, lords fpiritual and tempo- 
ral, gentry, burgefles, and commonalty, to 
whofe abufe I have any or every way con- 
tributed by my publications, particularly, 
I hope it will be confidered, that if I have 
vilified his grace the duke of Marlborough^ 

T I have 
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I have likewife afperfed the late duke of 
Ormond'y if I have abufed the honourable 
Mr, Walpoky I have alfo libelled the lord 
Bolingbroike: fo that I have preferved that 
equality 2sA impartiality^'wh^.ch. becomes an 
honeji man in times of fadtion and divifion. 

I call my confcience to witnefs, that 
many of thefe things, which may feeni 
malicious, were done out of charity, I 
having made it vi^holly my bufinefs to print 
for poor difconfolate authors, whom all 
other bookfellers refufe. Only God blefs 
fir Richard Blackmore ! you know he takesj 
no copy-money. 

The fecond colledion c^ poems, which 
I groundlefly called Mr. Priors, will fell 
for nothing, and hath not yet paid the 
charge of the advertifements, which I was 
obliged to publifti againjl him: therefore 
you may as well fupprefs the edition, and 
beg that gentleman's pardon in the name 
of a dying Chriftian. 

The french Cato, with the criticifm 
fhewing how fuperior it is to Mr. Addi- 
fens, (which I wickedly afcribed to ma^ 
dam Dacierj may be fuppreflcd at a rea^ 
fonable rate,. being damnably tranflated. 
4 I pro- 
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I proteft I have no animofity to Mr. 
Rvme^ having printed part of Callipadia^ 
and an incorrcd edition of his poems with- 
out his leave in quarto. Mr. Gilidons Re- 
hearfal, or Bays the younger^ did more 
harm to me than to Mr. Rffwe ; though 
upon the faith of an honeft man, I paid 
him double for abufing both him and Mr. 
Pope, 

Heaven pardon me for publifhing the 
Trials offodomy in an Elzevir letter I but 
I humbly hope, my printing fir Richard 
Blachmres ejfays will atone for them. I 
beg that you will take what remains of 
thefe laft, (which is near the whole im- 
preflion, prefents excepted) and let my 
poor widow have in exchange the fole 
property of the copy of madam Mttf- 
cranny, 

[Here Mr. Pembcrton interrupted^ and 
would by no means confent to this article^ a- 
bout which feme difpute might have arifm 
UTtbecoming a dying perfen^ if Mr. Lintot 
had not interpofed, and Mr, CnrWvomited,^ 

What this poor unfortunate f nan /poke 
afterwards^ was Jo indiftinSl, and in fuch 

T 2 broken 
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hroken accentSy feeing perpetually interrupt- 
ed ty vomitings) that the reader is intreated 
to excufe the confujion and imperfe&ion of 
this account. 

Dc^r Mr. Pembertony I beg you to be- 
ware of the indidment at Hicks s ball for 
publifhing Rochefiers bawdy poems ; that 
copy will otherwife be my beft lega<y tg 
my dear wife, and helplefs child. 

The cafe of impotence was my beft liip- 
port all tihe Uft Ipng va^tion, 

[/« this hfl paragraph Mr. Curll's voice 
grew more free, for his vomitings abated upon 
bis dejeSiions, andhefpoke what follcms from 
his chfe-flool.l^ 

For the copies of noblemens and bifhops 
XmJI wills and tejlamentsy I folemnly de-r 
clare, I printed them not with any pur- 
pofe of defamation; but merely as I 
thought thofe copies lawfully purchafed 
from Do&ors commons, at onefhilling a 
piece. Our trade in wills turning to fmall 
account, we may divide them blindfold. 

For Mr. Manwarings life 1 sik Mrs, 
Oldfields pardon: neither bis nor my lord 

Halli- 
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Hallifaxs lives, though they were of fer- 
vice to their country, were oi any to me : 
but I was refolvcd, fince I could not print 
their works while they lived, to print their 
lives after they were dead* 

While he v^as Ipeaking thefe words Mr. 
Oldmixon entered; " Ah! Mr. Oldmixtmy 
f aid poor Mr, Curll^ " to what a condition 
" have your works reduced me I I die a 
" martyr to that unlucky preface. How- 
" ever^ in thefe my laft moments I will be 
" jufttoall men ; you fhall have your third 
" fhare of the Court poemsy as was ftipu- 
" lated. When I am dead, where will you 
" find another bookfellerf Your Protejiant 
" packet might have fupported you, had 
" you Writ a little lefs fcurriloufly; there 
" is a mean in all things." 

Here Mr. Lintot interrupted. Wly not 
find another bookfeller^ brother Curll ? and 
then took Mr. Oldmixon afide and whif- 
pered him : " Sir, as foon as Curll is dead, 
** I fhall be glad to talk with you over a 
" pint at the Devil." 

Mr. Curll now turning to Mr. Pembef' 
tony told him, he had feveral taking title- 

T 3 pflges, 
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pages, that only wanted treatiies to be 
wrote to them ', and eameftly defired, that 
when they were written, his heirs might 
have fome (hare of the profit of them. 

After he had faid this, he fell into hor- 
rible gripings, upon which Mr. Lintot 
advifed him to repeat the Lord*s prayer. 
He defired his wire to ftep into the mop 
for a Common prayer booky and read it by 
the help of a candle without hefitation. 
He clofed the book, fetched a groan, and 
recommended to Mrs. Curll to give forty 
ftiillings to the poor of the parifh of St, 
DunJiariSi and a weeKs wages advance to 
each of his gentlemen-authors, with fome , 
fmall. gratuity in particular to Mrs. Cent- 
livre. 

The poor man continued for fome hours 
with all his difconfolate family about him 
in tears, expeding his final diflblution; 
when of a fudden he was furprizingly re- 
lieved by a plentiful foetid {tool, which 
obliged them all to retire out of the room. 
Notwithflanding, it is judged by fir Ri- 
chard Blackmorey that the poifon is fHIl 
latent in his body, and will infdlibly dc- 
ftroy him by flow degrees in lefs than a 

month. 
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month. It is to be hoped, the other ene- 
Itnies of this wretched ftationer will not 
further purfue their revenge, or fhorten 
this fhort period of liis mifcrable life. 



T4 A FUR- 



A FURTHER 

ACCOUNT 

Of the moft 

DEPLORABLE CONDITION 

OF 

M'.EDMUND CURLL, 

Bookfellcr. 

THE ptiblick is already acquainted 
with the manner of Mr. CurWs im- 
poifonment by a faithful, though unpolite 
hiflorian of Grubjlreet, I am but the con- 
tinuer of his hiftory ; yet I hope a due di- 
ftinftion will be made between an undig- 
nified fcribler of a iheet and half, and Ac 
author of a three-penny Hitched book, like 
my felf. 

(i *wit, faith fir Richard Blachnore^ 
" proceeds from a concurrence of regular 
*"*• and exalted ferments, and an afBuence 
« of animal fouits redified and refined to 
" a degree of purity." On the contrary, 

• Bkckmnft Eflajrs, vol. i. 

I when 
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when the igneous particles rife with the 
vital liquor, they produce an abftradiori 
of the rational part of the foul, which we 
commonly call «W«^. The verity erf" this 
hypothefis is juftified by the fymptoms, 
with which the unfortunate Mr. Edmund 
Curll bookfeller hath been afflidled, ever 
fince his fwallowing the poifon at the 
Swan tavern in Fleetftreet. For though 
the neck of his retort^ which carries up the 
animal fpirits to the head, is of an extra- 
ordinary length; yet the faid animal fpirits 
rife muddy, being contaminated with the 
inflammable particles of this uncommon 
poifon. 

The fymptoms of his departure from 
his ufual temper of mind were at firft only 
f peaking civilly to his cujlomersy fingeing a 
pig with a new pur chafed lihely and refujing 
two-and-Ttine-pence for Jtr Richard Black- 
more*s EJfays. 

As the poor man's frenzy encreafed, he 
began to void his excrements in his bed, 
read Rochefter's bawdy poems to his wife, 
gave Oldmixon Vijlap on the chops, and 
would have kifled Mr. Pemberton's A— ■ 
hy violence. 

But 
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But at laft he camt to fiich a paTs, tha.t 
he would dim upon wtbtng but copper- 
plates^ took a clyfier for a whipt fyUabub^ 
and made Mr. Lintot eat ^fuppofitory fot 
a radijb with ^^<7^ and butter. 

We leave it to every tender wife to 
imagine, how forely all this aiHifted poor 
Mrs. CurU: at firft ihe privately put a ^;// 
into feveral churches, defiring the prayers 
of the congregation for a wretched fiationer 
diftempered in mind> But when ihe wad 
fiully convinced, that his misfortune was 
publick to all the world, (he writ the fol- 
lowing letter to her good neighbour Mr< 
LitUot., 

A true copy of Mrs, Curll's letter to Mrt 
Lintot. 

WORTHY Mr. LINTOT, 

" "V^OU and all the neighbours know 
" •*• too well the frenzy, with which 
^* my poor man is viiited* I never per- 
" ceived he was out of himfelf, till that 
** melandic^y day, that he thou^t he 
" was poifoned in a glaffl of feck ; upon 
" this he ran a vomiting all over the houfe, 

" nay, 
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" nay, in the new-waflied dining-room. 
" Alas! this is the greatcft adverhty, that 
** ever bcfel my poor man, iince he loft 
" one tefiicle at fchool by the bite of a 
" black boar. Good Lord I if he (hould 
** die, where fhould I difpofe o£th& flock? 
" unlefs Mr. Pemberton or you would help 
" a diftrefled widow ; for God knows, he 
" never publiflied any books that lafted 
" above a week, fo that if we wanted 
" daily boohy we wanted daily bread, I 
" can write no more, for I hear the rap 
** of Mr. CurWs ivory-beaded cam upon 
" the counter.x— — Pray recommend me 
" to your paflry-cooki who furnifhes you 
" yearly with tarts in exchange fw your 
« paper, for Mr. C«r// has difobliged ours, 
" fincc his fits came upon himj — be- 
" fore that, we generally lived upon baked 
" meats. — He is coming in, and I have 
" but juft time to put his fl)n out of the 
" way for fear of mifchief : fo vjdfhing you 
** a merry Eafler^ I remain your 

" Moft humble fcrvant, 

C CURLL. 
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*' P. S. As to the report of my poof 



*' hufband's ftealing o' calf^ it is really 
<' groundlefs, for he always binds in 

But return we to Mr. Curll^ who all 
Wednefday continued outrageoufly mad. 
On Thurfday he had a lucid interval^ that 
enabled him to fenda general fummons to 
all his authors. There was but one porter, 
who could perform this office, to whom 
he gave the following bill of directions, 
where to find them. This bill, together 
with Mrs. CurlVs original letter. He at 
Mr. Lintois fhop to be perufed by the 
curious. 

InfiruBions to a porter horn to find Mr* 
Curll's authors. 

" A T a tallow-chandler's iri Petty 
** *~^ France^ half way under the blind 
** arch : afk for the hijlorian. 

^^ PiX.xktBedfiedafuibolJier, zmv&ck-^ 
" houfe in Moorfields, two tranflators in a 
** bed together. 

« At 



CONDITION OF EDMUND CURLL. 285 

" At the Hercules and Still in Vinegar^ 
^^yard^ a fchool-jnafter with carbuncles 
<* on his nofe. 

" At a blackfmith's fhop in the Friersy 
" a pindarick writer in red ftockings. 

" In the calendar-mill-room at E,xeter~ 
" change, a compofer of meditations. 

<* At the three Tobacco-pipes in Dog and 
" Bitch yard, one that has been a parfon, 
" he wears a blue camblet-coat trimmed 
" with black: my beft writer againft Re- 
" vealed religion. 

<* At Mr. Sumtmrs a thief-catcher's, in 
** Lewkners lane, the man that wrote a- 
*^ gainft the impiety of Mr. Rowes plays. 

" At the farthing-pye-houfe in Tooting 
^^ fields, the young man, who is writing 
** my new Pafiorals, 

" At the laundreffes, at the Hole in the 
** Wall in Curfitors alley, up three pair of 
" ftairs, the author of my Church Hijlory, 
« — if his flux be over — you may alfo 
" fpeak to the gentleman, who lies by him 
<* in the flock-bed, my Index-maker, 

" The * cooKs wife in Buckingham 
«* court '^ bid her bring along with her the 

fifftileSf 
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*-^ fimiles^ that were lent her for her next 
" new play. 

" Call at Budge Row for the gentleman, 
" you ufed to go to in the cockloft ; I have 
** taken away the ladder, but his landlady 
** has it in keeping. 

" I don't much care if you aflc at the 
" Mint for the old beetle-browed critick, 
" and the purblind poet at the alley over- 
" againft St. Andrews Holbom. But this 

as you have time." 



c< 



All thefe gentlemen appeared at the 
hour appointed inMr. Cur/rs dining-room, 
two excepted; one of whom was the gen- 
tleman in the cockloft, his landlady being 
out of the way, and the gradus ad parnaf- 
fum taken down; the otlier happened to 
be too clofely watched by the bailiffs. 

They no fooner entered the room, but 
all of them Ihewed in their behaviour fbme 
fufpicion oi tajch other; fome turning away 
their heads with an air of contempt ; o- 
thers fquinting ><^ith a leer, that fhewed at 
once fear and indignation, each with a 
haggard abftraded mien, the lively pidure 
oi /corn, folitudey 2xA fhort cointnons. ^ 

when 
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when a keeper feeds his hungry charge o[ 
vultures, panthers, and oiLwyan leopards, 
each eyes his fellow with a fiery glare : 
high hung, the bloody liver tempts their 
maw. Or as a houfewife ftands before her 
pales, furrounded by her eeefe j they fight, 
they hifs, they gaggle. Beat their wings, 
and down is fcattered as the winter's fnow, 
for a poor grain of oat, or tare, or barley. 
Such looks {hot through the room tranf- 
verfe, oblique, diredtj fuch was the ftir 
and din, till Curll thus fpoke, (but with- 
out rifing from his clofe-ftool.) 

" Whores and autljors muft be paid be- 
" forehand to put them in good humour; 
" therefore here is half a crown a pi^ce 
** for you to drink your own healths, and 
" confufion to Mr. Addifon^ and all other 
" fucccfsful writers. 

" Ah gentlemen! what have I not done, 
" what have I not fuffered, rather than the 
" world fhould be deprived of your lu- 
** cubrationsj I have taken involuntary 
" purges, I have been vomited, three times 
" have I been caned, once was I hunted, 
" twice was my head broke by a grenadier, 
<* twice was I toflcd in a blanket j I have 

"had 
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<< had boxes on the ear, flaps on the chops ; 
" I have been frighted, pumped, kicked, 

" ilandered, and befhittcn. 1 hope 

" gentlemen, you arc all convinced, that 
" this author of Mr. Lintot's could mean 
" nothing elfe but ftarving you, by poi- 
** foning me. It remains for us to con- 
" fult the befl and fpcediefl methods of 
" revenge." 

He had fcarce done fpeaking, but the 
hijiorian propofed a hiftory of his life. The 
Exeter-exchange-gcni\<&m2in was for pen- 
ning articles of his faith. Some pretty 
{tazxtpindaricky fays the red-ftockingpoet, 
would eiFe£hjallv do his bufinefs. But the 
index-maker faid, there was nothing like 
an index to his Homer, 

After feveral debates, they came to the 
following refolutions: 

" Refohed^ That every member of this 
" focicty, according to his feveral abilities, 
" fhall contribute fome way or other to the 
" defamation of Mr. Pope. 

" Refolvcd^ That towards the libel- 
" ling of the faid Pope there be a fum 
« employed not exceeding fix pounds 

" fixteen 
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" fiXteen (hillings and nine pence (not 
" including advertifements.) 

" Refohed^ That he has on purpofe, in 
" feveral paflages, perverted the true an- 
" cient Heathen fenfe of Homers for the 
" more effe<Shial propagation of the P<?^^ 
** religion. 

" Refolved^ That the printing of Ho- 
" mers battles at this jundure has been 
** the occaiion of all the difturbances of 
" this kingdom. 

" Ordered^ That Mr. * Barnhelt be in- 
*' vited to be a member of this fociety, in 
" order to make further difcoverics. 

" Refolvedy That a number of effedive 
" errata s be raifed out of Popes Homer 
" (not exceeding 1746,) and that every 
" gentleman, who fhall fend in one error, 
" for his encouragement fhall have the 
•* whole works of this fociety gratis, 

** Rejohedy That a fum not exceeding 
" ten-millings and fix-pence be diftributed 
'* among the members of this fociety for 
« coffee and tobacco^ in order to enable 

* Thi kiy it thi lui, a pam- to be a political libel, vnt 

phlet written by Mr. Ptpt^ in publiflied in the name of £/• 

Whicii 77)1 rapt «f tht htk was drai Barmvth apothecary, 
with great folemnity proved 

U « them 
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" them the more efFedually to defame' 
** him in coffce-houfes. 
' " Refohed, That towards the further 
"• Icffcning the charadier of the faid Pope, 
•* fome perfons be deputed to abufe him 
** at ladies tea-tables, and that in confi- 
** deration our authors are not welldrejfed 
" enough, Mr. C — y and Mr. Ke — /be 
" deputed for that fervice. 

" Refohedy That a ballad be made a- 
" gainft Mr. Pope, and that Mr. ^Oldmix- 
" on, Mr. t Gildon, and Mrs. % Centlivrey 
« do prepare and bring in the fame. ' 

" Refolved, That above all, fome effec- 
" tual ways and means be found to en- 
" creafe the joint ftock of the rcputatioii 
" of this fociety, which at prefent is ex- 
" ceeding low, and to give their works 
** the greater currency ; whether by raif^ 

* Oldmxtn was all his life cifms and libels, who abufed 

ft party writer for hire: and Mr. Pr^; in feveral pamphlet^ 

after having falAfied Dantifs and books printed by Curll. 

ChrankU in many places, he t Mrs. Sufannah Ctntlivrt^ 

charged three eminent perfons wife of Mr. Centlivrey yeoman 

Vrith falfifying lord Clarendtn's of the mouth to his majeft^. 

Hi/lory, which was difproved wrote a fong before flie was 

by Dr. Atterbury bifhop of feven years old, and many 

Rtcheflert the only furvivor of plays: (be wrote alfo a ballad 

them. . againft Mr. Pope's Horner^ be- 

f GildoH a writer of criti- fore he began it. 

2 «ing 
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" ing the denomination of the faid works 
" by counterfeit title-pages, or mixing a 
" greater quantity of the fine metal of 
" other authors with the alloy of this fo- 
" ciety. 

" Rcfohedy That no member of this 
" fociety for the future mix Jiout in his 
" ale in a morning, and that Mr. B 
** remove from the Hercules and Still, 

" Refolved, That all our members, (ex- 
" cept the coolCs wife) be provided with a 
" fufficicnt quantity of the vivifying drops ^ 
" or Byfield'sfal volatile. 

" Refolvcd, That fir * Richard Blackmore 
" be appointed to endue this fociety with 
" a large quantity of regular a?jd exalted 
*•*" ferments^ in order to enliven their cold 
^^fentiments (being his tme receipt to make 
"witsf.)" 

Thefe refolutions being taken, the af- 
fembly was ready to break up, but they 
took fo near a part in Mr. CurlPs afflic- 

* Sir Richard Blackmtriy in mere report of Curll^ that he 

his Ejfaysy Vol. ii. p. 270. was author of a travcftic on 

accufcd Mr. Pope \n very high the firit Pjalm. 
and fobcr terms, of prophane- f Sec page 280. 
nefs and immorality, on the 

■• ' U 2 tions, 
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tions, that none of them could leave him 
without giving him fbme advice to reiii- 
flate him in his health. 

Mr. Gildon was of opinion, That in or- 
der to drive a Pope out of his belly ^ he 
ihould get the mummy of fome deceafed 
ntoderator of the general affembly in Scot- 
land to be taken inwardly as an effe<Ehial 
antidote againft Antichrtjl% but Mr. 0^?- 
mixm did conceive, that the Iher of the 
perfon who adminiftered the poifon, boil-*- 
ed in broth, would be a more certain cure. 

While the company were expeding the 
tlianks of Mr. Curlliov thefe demonftations 
of their zeal, a whole pile of fir RicharcTs 
EJfays on a fuddai fell on his head; the 
{hock of which in an inftant brought back 
his deUrium. He immediately rofe up, 
overturned the clofe-ftool, and befli-t the 
EJfays (which may probably occafion a 
fecond edition) then without putting up his 
breeches, in a moft furious tone he thus 
broke out to his books, which his diftem- 
pered imagination reprefented to him as 
alive, coming down from their flielves 
fluttermg their leaves, and flapping their 
covers at him. 

Now 
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Now G — d damn all follows ^ quartos^ 
i0avoSi and duodecimo s I ungrateful var- 
lets that you are, who have fo long taken 
up my houfe without paying for your 
lodging I Are you not the beggarly brood 
oi iyxmhVm^ journeymen 'j born in garrets 
among lice and cobwebs^ nurfed up on grey 
peasy bullocks liver ^ zxA porters ale f—-^ 
Was not the firft light you few, the far^ 
thing candle I paid for ? Did you not come 
before your time into dirty peets of brown 
paper? — And have not I clothed you in 
double royal^ lodged you handfomely on 
decent Jhehes^ laced your backs with goldy 
equipt you with fplendid titlesy and fent 
you into the world with the names of 
perfons of quality f Muft \hQ always plagued 
with you ? Why flutter ye your leaves and 
flap your covers at me? Damn ye ally ye 
wolves mjheeps cloathing ; rags ye were^ and 
to rags ye fijoll return. Why hold you 
forth your texts to me, ye ^^Xxy fermonsf 
Why cry ye, — at every word to me, ye 
bawdy poems? — To my fliop at Tunbridge 
ye fliall go, by G— , and thence be drawn 
like the reft of your predeceflbrs, bit by 
bit, to th:^ pajfage-houfe ; for in thisprefent 

U 3 emption 
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emotion of my bowels, how do I compaf- 
fionate thofe, who have great need, and 
nothing to wipe their breech with? 

Having iaid this, and at the fame time 
recoUeding that his own was yet unwiped, 
he abated of his fury, and with great gra- 
vity appHed to that function the unfinifhed 
flieets of the Condud of the Earl oi Not^ 
tingbam. 



A STRANGE 



A STRANGE BUT TRUE 

RELATION 

HOW 

M^ EDMUND CURL t, 

of Fleetftrect, flationer, 

Out of an extraordinary dejtre oflucre, went 
into 'Change-alley, and was converted 
from the Chrijiian religion by certain emi- 
nent Jews : and how he was circumcifed 
and initiated into their mifteries. 



AV ARIC E (as fir Richardy in the 
third page of his ElTays hath ele- 
gantly obferved) is an inordinate impulfe of 
■ the foul towards the amafftng or heaping to- 
gether a fuperfuity of wealth without tl?e 
leafi regard of appying it to its proper ufes. 
And how the mind of man is poflefled 
with this vice, may be feen every day both 
-in the city and fliburbs thereof. It has 
:,been always efteemed by Plato^Puffendorf 
and Socrates, as the darling vice of old 
.' - U 4 _ age: 
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age : but now our young men are turned 
ufurers and ftock-jobbers; and, inftead of 
luiting after the real wives and daughters 
of our rich citizens, they covet nothing 
but their money and eflates. Strange 
change of vice! when the concupifcence 
of youth is converted into the covetouf- 
nefs of age, and thofe appetites are now 
become venal, which fliould be vene- 
real. 

In the firft place, let us ihew you how 
many of the ancient worthies and heroes 
of antiquity have been undone and ruined 
by this deadly fini^ of avarice. 

I fhall take the liberty to begin with 
Brutus f that noble Roman. Does not JE- 
tian inform us, that he received fifty broad 
pieces for the aflafllnation of that renown- 
ed emperor Julius Ccefar, who fejl a h- 
crifice to the Jews, as fir Edmund Bury 
Godfrey did to the Papijis^ 

Did not Themijlocleslzt in the Goths and 
Vandals into Carthage for a fum of money, 
where they barbaroufly put out the other 
eye of the famous Hannibal f as Herodsr- 
tus hath it in his ninth book upon the 
Roman medals, 

* Dven 
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Even the great Cato (as the late Mr. 
Addifm hath very well obierved) though 
otherwife a gentleman of good fenfe, was 
not unfuUied by this pecuniary conta^on; 
for he fold Athens to Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus for a hundred rix-dollars, which 
in our money will amount to two talents 
and thirty yi/?^///, according to Mr. De- 
Moivres calculation. See Hefiod in his 
feventh chapter of Feafts and. Feftivals. 

Aduated by the lame diabolical fpirit 
of gain, Sylla the Roman conflil fhot Al- 
cibiades the fenator with a piftol, and 
robbed him of feveral bank bills and *che- 
quer notes to an immenfe value ; for which 
he came to an untimely end, and was de- 
nied chriflian burial. Hence comes the 
proverb incidat in Syllam. 

To come near to our own times, and 
give you one modern inflance, though 
well known and often quoted by hifto- 
rians, viz. Echardy Dionyjius Halicarnaf- 
Jeus, Virgil^ Horace, and others. 'Tis that, 
I mean, of the famous Godfrey of Bul- 
loigne-i one of the great heroes of the holy 
war, who robbed Cleopatra queen of 
^gyft of a dwnpnd necklace, car-rings, 

and 
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and a Tomphms gold watch (which was 
givcii her by Mark Anthony) all thefe 
things were found in Godfreys breeches 
pocket, when he was killed at the ficge 
of Damafcus. 

Who then can wonder, after fo many 
great and illuftrious examples, that Mr. 
Edmund Curll the ftationer Ihould re- 
nounce the chriftian religion for. the mam- 
mon of unrighteoufncfs, and barter his 
precious faith for the filthy prolped of 
lucre in the prefcnt fluduation oH flocks. 

It having been obfcrved to Mr. Curll 
by fomc of his ingenious authors, (who I 
fear arc not over-charged with any rcli- 
. gion) what immcnfc fums the 'Jews had 
gothy""" bubbles^ etc. he immediately turned 
his mind from the bufincfs, in which he 
■ was educated, but thrived little, and re- 
folved to quit his fhop for 'Change-alley. 
Whereupon falling into company with the 
Jews at their club at the fign of the Crofs 

• BubbU was a name given the ferment of the South-fiOf 

to all th? extravagant projcdts, and not to their fplendor, cm- 

for which fubfcriptions were ptincfs and inutility : for it 

raifcd, and nrgotiatcd at vaft did not become a name of 

prcmiumi) in 'Cbange-alUy, in reproach in this cafe, tili time 

the year 1720. A name, which completed the metaphor and 

alluded to thci( nrodudlion by the bubble breh, 

* ♦ • 
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in Cornhill, they began to tamper with 
him uppn the moft important points of 
the chrijiian faith y which he for fome time 
zealoufly, and like a good , chrijlian obfii- 
nately defended. They prpmifed him 
Paradife^ and many other advantages 
hereafter^ but he artfully infinuated, that 
he was more inclinable to liften to prefent 
gain. They took the hint, and promifed 
him, that immediately upon his converlion 
to their pcrfuafion he fhould become as 
rich as a Jew. 

They made ufc likewife of fcveral o- 
thcr arguments; to wit, 

That the wifeft man that ever was, and 
inafmuch the richeft, beyond all perad- 
venture was a Jew^ videlicfet, Sohnon, 

That Davidy the man after God's own 
heart, was a Jew alfo. And moft of the 
children of -5^W are fufpeded for holding 
the fame do<9Tine. 

This Mr. Curll at firft ftrenuoufly de- 
nied, for indeed he thought them Roman 
catholicks, and fo far was he from giving 
way to their temptations, that to convince 
them of his chrifiianity he called for 2ipork 
grijking. 

They 
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They now promifed, if he would poi- 
fon his wife, and give up \i\^grijkmgf that 
he (hould many the rich Ben Meymons 
only daughter. This made fome imprcf- 
flon on him. 

They then talked to him in ^i Hebrew 
tongue, which he not underftanding, it was 
obferved, had very great weight with him. 

They now, perceiving that hisgodlinefs 
was orlygamf dcfifted from all other ar- 
guments, and attacked him on his weak 
fide, namely that of avarice. 

Upon which yohn Mendez offered him 
an eighth of an advantageous bargain for 
the apoftks creed^ which he readily and 
wickedly renounced. 

He then fold the nine and thirty articles 
for a * Bull\ but infifted hard upon hlach- 
piddingSy being a great lover thereof. 

* Bulls and Bears. He who to receive any in confequence 

feUs that of which he is not of his bargain; the feller was 

pofieiTed, is proverbially faid therefore called a bear^ in al- 

t» fell the Jktn before be has lufion to the proverb ; and the 

taught the bear: it was the buyer a bully perhaps only as 

practice of ftock-jobbers in a fimilar diftindion. The 

fhe year 1720, to enter into contract was merely a wager 

contrail for transferring S. S. to be determined by the rile 

Stock at a future time for a or fall offtock; if it rofe the 

certain price; bu( he who feller paid the difference to the 

contraded to fell had fre> buyer proportioned to the fum 

quently no ftock to transfer, determined by the fame com.<- 

pot di,^ he who bought intend putation to the feller. 

Jofhua 
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yojhua Pereira engaged to let him fhare 
with him in his bottomrye ; upon this he 
was perfuaded out of his chrtfiian name'y 
but he ftill adhered to black-puddings. 

Sir Gideon Lopez tempted him with 
forty pound fubfcription in Ranis bubble ; 
for which he was content to give up the 
four evangelijls, and he was now completed 
a perfedt Jew, all but black-pudding and 
drcumcifim\ .for both of which he would 
have been glad to have had a difpenfa- 
tion. 

But on the 1 7th of March, Mr. Curll 
(unknown to his wife) came to the tavern 
aforefaid. At his entrance into the room 
he perceived a meagre man with a fallow 
countenance, a black forky beard, and long 
veftment. In his right hand he held a large 
pair of fheers, and in his left a red hot 
iearing-iron. At fight of this, Mr. CurlTs 
heart trembled within him, and fain would 
he retire; but he was prevented by fix 
Jews, who laid hands upon him, and un- 
buttoning his breeches threw him upon 
the table, a pale pitiful fbedacle. 

He now intreated them in the mofl 
moving tone of voice to difpenfe with that 

unmanly 
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unmanly ceremonial, which if they would 
confent to, he faithfully promifcd, that he 
would cat a quarter of pafchal lainb with 
them the next Sunday following. 

All thcfc proteftations availed him no- 
thing, for they threatened him, that all 
contrads and bargains fhould be void un- 
lefs he would lubmit to bear all the outf 
ward and vifible figns of *Judaifm. 

Our apoftate hearing this ftretched him- 
self upon his back, fprcad his legs, and 
waited for the operation: but when he 
(aw the high-pricft take up the ckftjiicky 
he roared moft unmercifully, and (wore 
fevcral chriilian oaths, for which the Jews 
rebuked him. 

The favour of the effluvia^ that ifHied 
from him, convinced the old Levite and 
all his afTiftants, that he needed no prefent 
furcation, wherefore without further an- 
ointing him he proceeded in his office; 
when by an unfortunate jerk upward of 
the impatient vidim, he loft five times as 
much as ever Jew did before. 

They, finding that he was too much 
circumciled, which by the levitical law is 
worfe than not being circumcifcd at all, 

refufed 
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i-efiifed to ftand to any of their contrails :- 
wherefore they caft him forth from their 
fynagogue ; and he now remains a moft 
piteous, woful, and miferable fight at the 
iign of, the O/d Tejiament and Dial in 
Fleetftreet ; his wife,, (poor woman) is at 
this hour lamenting over him, wringing 
her hands and tearing her hair; for the 
barbarous Jews ftill keep, and expofe at 
Jonathans and Garraways^ the memorial 
of her lofs, and her hufband's indignity. 



PRAYER. 

(To fave the Jiamp*.) 

7/^ EEP us, we befeech thee, from the 
•^ ^ haTtds of fueh barbarous and cruel 
Jews, who albeit they abhor the blood of 
olack-puddings, yet thirft they vehemently 
after the blood 0/" white ones. And that we 
may avoid fuch like calamities, may all good 



• All forms of prayer and contained in half a flicet with 

ibani/ghing, banks of devt- one half penny, and every fuch 

rtitn,-etc, bouig excepted in the paper, being one whole flieet, 

"ftatute of 12 Anne (1712) with a ftamp-duty of one 

charging pamphlets and papers penny for every copy. 

and 
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and weU-difpofed cbriftians be warned fy 
ibis unhappy wretches woful example^ to abo- 
mnate the hmtousfin ofsivznsxy which fooner 
vr later wiUdraw them into the cruel clutches 
ofSaXsjiy P^pifls, Jews, <»^Stock-jobbers« 
Jwtcn* 



GOD'S 



G O D'S REVENGE 

AGAINST 

PUNNING. 

Shewing the miferable fates of perfons ad'- 
diSied to this crying fin^ in court and 
town* 

MANlFOLt) have been the judg- 
ments, which heaven from time to 
time for the chaftifement of a finful peo- 
ple has inflided on whole nations. For 
when the degeneracy becomes common, 
'tis but juft the punifhment fhould be ge- 
neral: of this kind, in our own unfor- 
tunate country, was that deftrudive pefti- 
lence, whofe mortality was fo fatal, as to 
fweep awav, if fir JVilliam Petty may be 
believed, nve millions of chrifHan fouls, 
befides women and yews. 

Such alfo was that dreadful conflagra,- 
tion enfuing, in this famous metropolis of 
London, which confumed, according to the 
computation of fir Samuel Morland, one 
hundred thoufand houfes, not to mention 
churches and fkbles. 

X Scarce 
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Scarce had this unhappy nation reco- 
vered thdfe fiineft difafters, when the abo- 
mination of play-houfes rofe up in this 
land : from hence hath an inundation of 
obfcenity flowed from the court and over- 
fpread the kingdom: even infants disfi- 
gured the walls of holy temples with ex- 
orbitant reprefentations of the members of 
generation ; nay, no fooner had they learnt 
to Ipell, but they had wickednefe enough 
to write the names thereof in large capi- 
tals:' an enormity obferved by travellers to 
be found in no country but England. 

But when whoring and popery were 
driven hence by the happy revolution ; ftill 
the nation fo greatly ofiended, that Soci- 
nianifm, Arianifm^ and WbiJUnifm tri- 
umphed in our ftreets, and were in a man- 
ner become univerfal. 

And yet ftill, after all thefe vifitations, 
it has pleafed heaven to vifit- us with a 
contagion more epidemical, and of con- 
fcquence more fatal ; this was foretold to 
us, firft, by that unparalleled eclipfe in 
1.7 14: fecondly, by the dreadful corruf- 
cation in the air this prefent year: and 
thirdly, by the nine comets feen at once 

over 
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over Soho-fquarey by Mrs. Katherine Wad- 
Ungton and others ; a contagion that lirft 
crept in amongft the firft quality, de- 
fcended to their footmen, and infiifed it- 
self into their ladies : I mean the woful 
praaiceofPUNNING. Thisdocsoc- 
cafion the corruption of our language, and 
therein of the word of God tranflated into 
our language, which certainly every fober 
chriftian muft tremble at. 

Now fuch is the enormity of this abo- 
mination, that our very nobles not only 
commit punning over tea, and in taverns, 
but even on the Lord's day^ and in the 
king's chapel: therefore to deter men 
from this evil praftice, I fhall give fome 
true and dreadful examples of God's re- 
venge againft punfters. 

The right honourable but it is 

not f^e to infert the name of an eminent 
nobleman in this paper, yet I will venture 
to fay that fuch a one has becny^^» ; which 
is all we can fay, confidcring the largcnefs 
of his fleeves : this young nobleman was 
not only a flagitious punjler himfelf, but 
was acceffary to the punning of others, by 
confcnt, by provocation, by connivance, 

X 2 and 



3o8 GOD'S REVENGE 

and by defence of the evil committed; for 
which the Lord mercifully fpared his neck, 
but as a mark of reprobation wry ed his 
mfe. 

Another nobleman of great hopes, no 
lefs guilty of the fame crime, was made the 
punifKer of himfelf with his own hand, in 
the lofs of five hundred pounds at box and 
dice; whereby this unfortunate yoimg 
gentleman incurred the heavy difpleafure- 
of his aged grandmother. 

A third of no lefs illuftrious extraction, 
for the fame vice, was permitted to fall 
into the arms of a Dalilah^ who may one 
day cut off his curious hair, and deliver 
him up to the Philijiims. 

Colonel F — , an ancient gentleman of 
grave deportment, gave into this fin fo 
€arly in his youth, that whenever his tongue 
endeavours to (peak common ienfe, he he- 
fitatcs fo, as not to be underftood. 

Thomas Pickle, gentleman, for the fcmc 
crime banifhed to Minorca. 

Muley Hamety fi-oma healthy and hope- 
ful officer in the army, turned a miferablc 
invalid at Ttlbury-fort, 
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Euftace^ Efq; for the murder of 



much of the king's Englijh in Ireland is 
quite deprived of his reafon, and now re- 
mains a lively inftance of emptinefs and 
vivacity. r 

Poor Daniel Button for the fame of- 
fence deprived of his wits. 

One Samuel zn Irijhman^ for his for- 
ward attempt to pun^ was ftunted in his 
ftature, and hath been vifited all his life 
aft^r with bulls and blunders. 

George SimmonSi fhoemaker at Turnjiile 
in Holborny was fo given to this cuftom, 
and did it with fo much luccefs, that his 
neighbours gave out he was a wit. Which 
report coming among his creditors, no 
body would truft him ; fo that he is now 
a bankrupt, and his family in a miferable 
condition. 

Divers eminent clergymen of the uni- 
verfity of Cambridge, for having propa- 
gated this vice, became great drunkards 
and tories. 

From which calamities, the Lord in his 
mercy defend us all, etc. etc. 

X3 AWON- 



A WONDERFUL 

PROPHECY 

Taken from the mouth.of the fpirit of a pcrfon, 
who was barbaroufly flain by the 

MOHOCKS} 

PROVING ALSO 

That the laid Mohocks and Hawcubite^ 
are the Gog and Magog mentioned in 
the Revelations *y 

And therefore that this vain and tranfitory 
world will fhortly be brought to its 
final diilblution. 

Breathed forth in the year 171 2. 

me/ Woe/ Woe/ 

WO E to London/ Woe to Weftmin- 
fier/ VfoGto SoutJjwarJt / and woe 
to the inhabitants thereof I 

I am loth to fay, Woe to the old and 
new churches, thofe that are built, and 
thofe that are not built \ 

4. But 
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But woe to the gates, the ftreets, and 
die houfes I Woe to the men, the women, 
and the children! for the Mohocks and 
Hawcubites are already come, the time 
draweth near, and the end approacheth! 

Not to mentibn the near refemblance 
betwixt the names of Mohock and Goo, 
Hawcubite and Magog (though I think 
there is a great deal even in that) I fhall 
go on to proceed in my more folid argu- 
ments, proving to you not only the things 
that are, but alfo the things that are not. 

The things that are, are the Mohocks 
and Hawcubites ; the things that are not, 
are Goo and Magog ; and yet both the 
things that are, and the things that are 
not, are one and the fame thing. 

How this matter is, or when it is to 
be fulfilled, neither you nor I know, but 
I only. 

For when the Mohocks and Hawcu- 
bites came, Satan came alfo among them ; 
and where Satan is, there are Gog and 
Magog alfo. 

They have the mark of die beaft in 
their foreheads, and the beift himfelf is in 
their hearts, their teeth are fharp like the 

X 4 teeth 
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teeth of lions, their tails are fiery like the 
tails of fcorpions, and their hair is as the 
hair of women. 

Here the fpirit paufed a whiU -— and 
thus again proceeded. 

Now liften to what is to come. 

Thofe that are in fhall abide in, and 
thofe that are out fliall abide out. — Yet 
thofe that are in fhall be as thofe that are 
out, and thofe that are out fhall be as thofe 
that are in. 

Be not dejeded--—— fear not— but 
believe and tremble. 

The lions of this world are dead, and 
the princes of this world are deadalfo, and 
the next world draweth nigh. 

That ancient TP'higy the Antichrifl of 
8t. John^ fhall lead the van like a young 
dragon, but he fhall be cut piece-mail, and 
difpoflefTed. 

The dragon upon Bow-church, and the 
grafshopper upon the Royal-exchange, fhall 
meet together upon Stocks-market^ and 
{hake hands like brethren. 

Shake therefore your heads, O ye peo- 
ple ! my time is ihort, and yours is not 
I Jong J 
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long ; lengthen therefore your repentance^ 
and fhorten your iniquities. 

Lo I the comet appeareth in the South ! 
yea, it appeareth exceedingly. Ah poor 
deluded ChriftiansI Ah blind brethren! 
think not that this baleful dog-ftar only 
fhaketh his tail at you in waggery ; no, it 
Ihaketh it as a rod. It is not a fpord'ng 
tail, but a fiery tail, even as the tail of a 
harlot; yea fuch a tail as may reach, and 
be told, to all pofterity. 

I am the porter ^ that was barbaroufly 
flain in Fleetjireet : by the Mohocks and 
Hawcubites was I flain, when they laid 
violent hands upon me. 

They put their hook into my mouth, 
they divided my noftrils aiiinder, they fent 
me, as they thought, to my long home; 
but now I am returned again to • foretell 
their deftru<Stion. 

The time is at hand, when the Free- 
thinkers of Gr^^z-^r/V^/V/fliall be converted 
to Judaifm ; and the Sultan fliall recei/e 
the forefldns of * Toland and Collins in a 
bpx of gold. 

* Authors of feveral books in favour of infidelity. 

Yet 
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Yet two days, a day, and lialf a day, 
yea, upon the twdftfa liour of the fburth 
dtyy thofe emblems of Gog and Magog 
at die GuUd-iaH Qall fall to the ground, 
and be brdsLcn afunder. With them (hall 
perifh die Mohocks and Hawcubites, 
and the whole wodd ihall periih with 
them. 

Here the Jfira difappearedj andimme- 
duUefy tbereupm held bis peace. 



THE 



THE 

COUNTRY-POST. 

From Tuefday, Auguft the iith^ to 
Thurfday, Auguft the i^h. 

From the hm-roofiy Auguft the j\th. 

TWO days ago we were put in a 
dreadful confternation by the ad- 
vance of a kite, which threatened every 
minute to fall upon us; he made feveral 
motions as if he defigned to attack our left 
wing^ which covered our infantry. We 
were alarmed at his approach, and upon a 
general mufterof allour forces, the kitchen 
maid canie to our relief; but we were 
foon convinced, that fhe had betrayed us, 
and was in the intereft of the kite afore- 
faid ; for fhe twifted off two of our com- 
panions necks, and ftript them naked: 
five of us were alfo clapped in a clofe pri- 
fony in order to be fold for flaves the next 
market-day. 

P. S. The black henwzs laft night fafely 
delivered of feven young ducks. 

From 
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From thegardefiy Auguft tJx 3^. 

The boar$ have done much mifchief of 
late in thefe parts, to flich a degree, that 
not a turnip or carrot can lie fafe in their 
beds, Yefterday feveralof them were taken, 
and fentenced to have a wooden engine 
put about their necks, to have their nofes 
bored, and rings thruft through them, as 
a mark of infamy for fuch pradices. 

From the great pondy Auguft the \ft. 

Yefterdav a large fail of ducks pafTed 
by here, after a fmall refiftance from two 
little boys, who flung ftones at them ; they 
landed near the barn-door, where they 
foraged Wi^ very good fuccefs : while they 
were upon this enterprize, an old turkey- 
cock attacked a maid in a red petticoat, 
and fhe retired with great precipitation. 
This afternoon being fomewhat rainy, 
they fct fail again, and took kv^A frogs. 
Juft now arrived the parfons wifey and 
twenty ducks were brought forth before 
her in order to be tried, but for what crime 
we know not, however two of them were 
condemned J 'twa? alfo obfervedy that fhe 

carried 
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carried off a gofling and three lucking 
pigs. 

From the little fort at the end of the garden^ 
Auguft the ^th. 

Laft night two young men of this place 
made a detachment of their breeches, in 
order, as it is thought, to poflefs themfelves 
of the two overtures of the faid fort ; but 
at their approach they heard great firing 
from the port-holes ; they found them al- 
ready bombarded by the rear-guard oi Sa- 
rah and Suky^i who fearing thefe young 
men were come to beat up their quarter s^ 
deferted their necejfary pofts, wmch were 
immediately taken pofleflion of, notwith- 
ftanding they were much annoyed by rea- 
fon of feveral ftink-pots, that had been 
flung there the fame morning. 

From the barlejhm€w near the bar n^ Augufl 
the ^d. 

It was yeflerday rumoured, that there 
was heard a mighty fqueaking near this 
place, as of an army of mice, who were 
thought to lie in ambufcade in the faid 
mow: upon this the fanner afTembkd 

together 
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together a coundl of ndghbourS) wJieteiii 
it was rdblved, that the mow fhould be 
removed to prevent the farther deflTu<9ion 
©f the forage. This day the afEair was put 
in execution; four hundred and feventy 
nine mice and three large rats were killed, 
and a vaft number wounded, by pitcsh- 
forks and other inftruments of hufbandiy, 
A moufe, that was dofe purfiied, took> 
fhelter imder Dollys petticoats^ but by the 
vigilance <£ George Simmons he was t^en,. 
as he was^ endeavouring. to force his way 
through a deep morals, and crufhed to 
death on the fpot; There was nothing 
material happened the next day, only 
Cicify Hart was obferved to make water 
under the faid mow, as fhe ^^as going a 
milking. 

From the great yard^ Auguft the id. 

It is very credibly reported, that there 
is a treaty of marriage on foot between the 
old red cock^ and the pyed hen, they, ha- 
vii^ of late appeared very much in pubHck 
together : he yefterday- made her a prefent 
of three Ikirley corm, fo that we look- on 
this affeir as concluded. This is the fame 

cock. 
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cock, that fought a duel for her about a 
month ago. 

From the ^/quires houfe. 

On Sunday laft there was a noble en- 
tertainment in our great hall, where were 
present the parfbn and die farmer : the 
parfbn eat like a ^mer, and the farmer 
like a parfon: we refer you to the curi- 
ous in calculations to decide which eat 
moft. 

It is reported, that the minifter chri- 
ftened a male child laft week, but it wants 
confirmation, 

Fromthe-jujiices meeting, Auguft //6tf 'jth. 

This day a jack-daw, well known in 
the parifli, was ordered clofe prifbner to 
a cage, for crying Ctichld to a juftice of 
the quorum; and the lame evening certain 
apples, for iijing in a difrelpedlful manner 
as they were roafiing, were committed to 
/amh wool. The fame day the faid juftices 
caufed a pig to be whipt to death, and eat 
the fame, being convided oifqueaking on 
the loth oi June, 

From 
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From the churchy Auguft the 8th, 

Divine fervice is continued in our pa- 
rifh as ufual, though we have feldom the 
company of any of the neighbouring gen- 
try; by whofe manner of living it maybe 
conje<Ehired, that the advices jErom this 
place are not credited by them, or elfe 
regarded as matters of little confequence. 

From the church-yard^ Auguft the 8th. 

The minifter, having obferved his only 
daughter to feem too much affeded with 
the intercourfe of his bull and the cows of 
the pariih, has ordered die ceremony for 
the future to be performed not in his own 
court, but in the church-yard ; where, at 
the jfirft folemnity of that kind, the grave- 
ftones of John Fry, Peter How, and Mary 
{TUrf^ were fjpurned down. This has al- 
ready occaQoned gr6at debates in the ve- 
ftry, the latter being the deceafed wife of 
xSa& Jtnging-ckrk of this place. 

Cafualties th'ts week. 

Several cafualties have happened this 
week, and the bill of mortality is very 

much 
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much increafed. There have died of the 
falling Jtcknefs two flumbling horfes, as alfo 
one of their riders. Smothered (in onions) 
feven rabits. Stifled i^m. a foldier's breeches) 
two geefe. Of 2ifl)re throat, feveral fheep 
and calves at the butchers. Starved to 
death, one baftard child nurfed at the pa- 
rifh charge. Stillborn, in eggs of turkeys, 
geefe, ducks, and hens, thirty-fix. Drown- 
ed, nine puppies. Of wind in the bowels, 
five bottles of fmall beer. I have not yet 
feen the exad: lift of the parifh-clerk, fo 
that for a more particular account, we re- 
fer you to our next. 

We have nothing material as to the 
flocks, only that Dick Adams was fet in 
them laft Sunday for fwearing. 
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A TRUE AND FAITHFUL 

NARRATIVE 

OF 

Jf^hat pajed in LoKDon during the general 
confternatim of all ranks and degrees of 
mankind 

On Tud3ay, Wednefday, Thurfday, and 
Friday lajl, 

ON Tuefday the 13th of OBober Mr. 
Wbiflon held his ledure near the 
Royal Exchange to an audience of fourteen, 
worthy citizens, his fubfcribers and con- 
ftant hearers. Befides theie there were five 
chance auditors for that night only, who 
had paid their {hillings a-piece. I think 
my felf obliged to be very particular in 
this relation, left my veradty fhould be 
iiifpeded; which makes me appeal to the 
men, who were preient ; of which num- 
ber, I m^ felf was one. Their names 
are 

Henry 
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Henry Watfon, haberdaper, 
George Hanccx:k, druggiji. 
John Lewis, dry-falter. 
William Jones, corn-chandler. 
Henry Theobald, watchmaker, 
James Peters, draper. 
Thomas Floyer, fiherfmith. 
John Wells, brewer. 
Samuel Gr&^yfoap-boiler. 
William Cooley, Ji/hmonger. 
James Harper, hojier. 
Robert TMcV.Gr ^Jlationer. 
George Ford, ironmonger. 
Daniel Lynch, apothecary. 

William Bennet, "J 

David Somers, / 

Charles Lock, i" apprentices, 

Leonard Daval, y 

Henry Croft, J 

Mr. Whijion began by acquainting us, 
that (contrary to his advertifement ) he 
thought himfelf in duty and confcienc^ 
obliged to change the fubjed mattei>/ 
his intended difcourfe. — Here hepp^ 
and feemed for a fhort fpace as itX 

Y2 ' 
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in devotion and mental prayer; after 
which, with great earneftnefs and vehe- 
mence he fpake as follows : 

" Friends and fellow citizens, all fpe- 
" culative fcience is at an end : the period 
** of all things is at hand; on Friday next 
" this world fhall be no more. Put not 
** your confidence in me, brethren, for to- 
*' morrow morning five minutes after five 
** tlie truth will be evident ; in that in- 
" ftant the comet fhall appear, of which I 
*' have heretofore warned you. As ye have 
*' heard, believe. Go hence, and prepare 
** your wives, your families, and friends, 
" for the univcrfal change." 

At this folemn and dreadful predi^on 
the whole fociety appeared in the utmoft 
aftonilhment : but it would be unjuft not 
to remember, xhsLtlAr.WhiJlon himfelf was 
in fo calm a temper as to return a fhilling 
a-piccc to the youths, who liad been dif- 
appointcd of their ledure, which I thought, 
from a man of his integrity, a convincing 
proof of liis own faith in the predi<aion. 

As we thought it a duty, in charity to 
warn all men; in two or three hours the 
news had fpread through the city. At 

firft 
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firft indeed our report met with but little 
credit, it being by our greateft dealers in 
flocks thought only a court-artifice to 
fink, them, that fome choice favourites 
might purchafe at a lower rate ; for the 
South-fea that very evening fell five per 
cent, the India eleven; and all the other 
funds in proportion. But at the coiut end 
of the town our atteflations were entirely 
difbelieved, or turned into ridicule ; yet 
neverthelefs the news fpread every where, 
and was the fubjed matter of all convcr- 
fation. 

That very night (as I was credibly in- 
formed) Mr. Whijion was fent for to a great 
lady, who is very curious in the learned 
fciences, and addicted to all the fpecula- 
tive doubts of the moft able philofophers; 
but he was not now to be found: and fince 
at other times he has been known not to 
decline that honour, I make no doubt he 
concealed himfelf to attend the great bufi- 
nefs of his foul : but whether it was the 
lady's faith, or inquifitivenefs, that occa- 
fioned her to fend, is a point I fhall not 
prefume to determine. As for his being 
lent for to the fecretary's office by a mef^ 

y 3 . fenger> 
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fcnger, it is now known to be a matter 
notorioufly falfe, and indeed at firil it had 
little credit with me, that fb zealous and 
honed a man fhould be ordered into cujlodyy 
as 2ifeditious preacher, who is known to be 
ib well afFeded to the prefent happy ejia- 
hlijhtnent» 

It was now I refleded with exceeding 
trouble and forrow, that I had difufed fa- 
mily prayers for above five years, and 
(thou^ it hath been a cuflom of late en- 
tirely negleded by men of any bufinefs or 
ftation) I determined within my felf no 
longer to omit fo reafonable and religious 
a duty. I acquainted my wife with my 
intenti(»is : but two or three neighbours 
having been engaged to flip with us that 
night, and many hours being unwarily 
ipent at cards, I was prevailed upon by her 
to put it ofF till the next day j fhe realbn- 
ing, that it would be time enough to take 
off the fervants from their bufinefs (which 
this pradice mufl infallibly occafion for an 
hour or two every day) after the comet had 
made its appearance. 

Zachary Bowen, a quaker, and my next 
neighbour, had no fooner heard of the 

pro- 
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prophecy, but he made me a viiit. I in- 
formed him of every thing I had heard, 
but found him quite obftinate in his unbe- 
lief; iov^faid he^ be comforted, friend, thy 
tidings are impoflibilities, for were thefe 
things to happen, they muft have been 
forefeen by fome of our brethren. This 
indeed (as in all other fpiritual cafes with 
this fett of people) was his only reafon a- 
gainft believing me; and, as he was fully 
perfuadcd, that the prediction was errone- 
ous, he in a very neighbourly manner ad- 
moniflied me againlt filling my fiock at 
the prefent low price ; which, hefaidy be- 
yond difpute muft have a rife before Mott" 
day, when this unreafonablc confternatiotl 
fliould be over. 

But on Wednefday morning (I believe 
to the exad calculation of Mr. Whifion) 
the comet appeared: for at three minutes 
after five by my own watch I faw it. 
He indeed foretold, that it would be feen 
at five minutes after five, but as the beft 
watches may be a minute or two too flow, 
J am apt to tl)ink his calculation juft to 
A minute. 

Y4 In 



328 A FAITHFUL NARRATIVE 

In Id's than a quarter of an hour all 
CheapRde was croudcd with a vaft con- 
courlc of people, and notwithftanding it 
was {o early, it is thought, that through all 
that part of the town, there was not man, 
woman, or child, except the fick or in- 
firm, left in their beds. From my own 
balcony, I am confident, I faw ieveral 
thoufands in the ftrect, and counted at 
leaft feventeen,who were upon their knees, 
and feemed in adiual devotion. Eleven of 
them indeed appcai'ed to be old women 
of about fourfcore; the fix others were 
men in an advanced life, but (as I could 
guefs) two of them might be under fe- 
venty. 

It is highly probable, that an event of 
this nature may be pafled over by the 
greater hiftorians of our times, as conduc- 
ing very little or nothing to the unravelling 
and laying open the deep fchemes of po- 
liticians and myflcries of ftate ; for wluch 
reafon, I thought it might not be unac- 
ceptable to record the fads, which in the 
fpace of three days came to my know- 
ledge, either as an eye-witnefs, or from 
unqueftionable authorities j nor can I 

think 
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think this narrative will be entirely with- 
out its ufe, as it may enable us to form a 
more juft idea of our countrymen in gene- 
ral, particularly in regard to their faith, 
religion, morals, and politicks. 

Before JVednefday noon the belief was 
univerfal, that the day of judgment was at 
hand, infomuch, that a waterman of my 
acquaintance told me, he counted no leis 
than one hundred and twenty three cler- 
gymen, who had been ferried over to 
hambeth before twelve a-clock : thcfc, it is 
faid, went thither to petition, that 2iJhort , 
prayer might htpennedy and ordered^ there 
being none in the fervice upon that occa- 
fion. But as in things of tjiis nature it is 
neceflary, that the council be confulted, 
their requeft was not immediately complied 
with ; and this I affirm to be the true and 
only reafon, that the churches were not that 
morning fo well attended; and is in no 
ways to be imputed to the fears and con- 
fternation of the clergy, with which the 
free-thinkers have fince very unjuftly re- 
proached them. 

My wife and I went to church (where 
we had not been for many years on a 

week- 
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week-day) and, with a very large congre- 
^tion, were difappointed of the fervice. 
But (what will be fcarce credible) by the 
careleflhefs of a 'prentice, in our abfence, 
we had a piece of fine cambrick carried off 
by a fhop-lifter : fo little imprefHon was 
yet made on the minds of thofe wicked 
women ! 

I cannot omit the care of a particular 
direSior of the Bank ; I hope the worthy 
and wealthy knight will forgive me, that I 
endeavour to do him juftice; for it was 
unqueftionably owing to * fir Gilbert 
Heatbcotes iagacity, that all the fire-offices 
were required to hav6 a particular eye up- 
on the bank of England. Let it be record- 
ed to his pralfe, diat in the general hurry 
this flruck himas his nearefl and tendered 
concern; but the next day in the even- 
ing, after having taken due care of all his 
books, bills, and bonds, I was informed, 
his mind was wholly turned upon fpiritual 
matters; yet, ever and anon, he could not 

• Sir Gilbert HeathcoU had lord trcafurer(?«<fo(>ii»V being 

before fignalizcd his care for removed, as a meafure that 

the Bank when in equal dan- would deftroy the publtck ere- 

ger, by petitioning againft the dit. See p. 83, note. 

help 
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help exprefling his refentment againft the 
Tories and yacobitesy to whom he imputed 
that fudden run upon the bank^ which hap- 
pened on this occaflon. 

A great man (whom at this time it may 
not be prudent to name) employed all the 
Wednejday morning to make up fuch an 
account, as might appear fair, in cafe he 
fliould be called upon to produce it on the 
Fridays but was rorced to defift, after ha- 
ving for feveral hours together attempted 
it, not being able to bring himfelf to a 
refolution to truft the many hundred ar- 
ticles of his fecret tranfadions upon paper. 

Another feemed to be very melancholy, 
which his flatterers imputed to his dread 
of lofing his power in a day or two ; but 
\ rather take it, that his chief concern was 
the terror of being tried in a court, that 
could not be influenced, and where a ma- 
jority of voices could avail him nothing. 
It was obferved too, that he had few vifi- 
ters that day ; this added fo much to his 
mortification, that he read through the 
firft chapter of the book of Job^ and wept 
over it bitterly ; in fliort, he feemed a true 
penitent in every thing, but in charity to 

his 
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his neighbour. No buHneTs was that day 
done in his compting-houfe j it is iaid too, 
that he was advifcd to rcftitution, but I 
never heard, that he complied with it any 
farther, than in giving half a crown a piece 
to feveral crazed, and ftarving creditors, 
who attended in the outward room. 

Three of the maids of honour fent to 
countermand their birth-day cloaths j two 
of them burnt all their coUedions oi no- 
vels and romances, and fent to a bocJcfel- 
ler's in Pall-malt to buy each of them a 
Bthky and Taylor s holy living and dying. 
But I muft do all of them the juftice to 
acknowledge, that they (hewed a very de- 
cent behaviour in the drawing-room, and 
reftraincd themfclvcs from thofe innocent 
freedoms and little levities fo commonly 
incident to young ladies of their profeflion. 
So many birth-day fuits were counter- 
manded the next day, that moft of the 
taylors and mantua-makers difcharged all 
their journeymen and women. A grave 
elderly lady of great erudition and mo- 
defty, who vifits thefe young ladies, fcemed 
to be extremely {hocked by the appre- 
henilons, that ihe was to appear naked be- 
fore 
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fore the whole world ; and no lefs fo, that 
all mankind was to appear naked before 
her; which might fo much divert her 
thoughts, as to incapacitate her to give 
ready and apt anfwers to the interrogato- 
ries, that might be made her. The maids 
of honour, who had both modefty and 
curioiity, could not imagine the fight ib 
difagrccable as was reprefented ; nay, one 
of them wentfo far as to fay, fheperfedly 
longed to fee it ; for it could not be fo in- 
decent, when every body was to be alike; 
and they had a day or two to prepare 
themfelves to be fcen in that condition. 
Upon this reflexion, each of them ordered 
a bathing-tub to be got ready that even- 
ing, and a looking-glafs to be fet by it. 
So much are thefe young ladies both by 
nature and cuftom addided to cleanly ap- 
pearance. 

A weft-country gentleman told me, 
he got a church-lcafe filled up that morn- 
ing for the fame fum, which had been re- 
fuled for three years fuccefllvcly. I muft 
impute this merely to accident; for I can- 
not imagine, that any divine could take the 
advantage of his tenant in fo unhandfbme 

aman^ 
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a manner ; or that the fliortnefs of the life 
was in the leaft his confideration ; though I 
have heard the fame worthy prelate afperfed 
and maligned finceupon this very account. 
The term being fb near, the alarm a- 
mong the Lawyers was inexpreflible, 
though fbme of them, I was told, were fo 
vain as to promife themfelves fbme advan- 
tage in making their defence, by being 
vo^ed in the pradice of our earthly courts. 
It is feid too, that fbme of the chief plead- 
ers were heard to exprefs great fatisfac- 
tion, that there had been but icwjiate- 
trids of late years. Several attomies de- 
manded the return of fees ^ that had been 
given the lawyers: but it was anfwered, 
the fee was undoubtedly charged to their 
client, and that they could not connive at 
fiich injuftice, as to fuffer it to be funk 
in the attorneys* pockets. Our fage and 
X^asn^jtidges had great confolation, infb- 
much as they had not pleaded at the bar 
for feveral years ; the barrifters rejoiced in 
that they were not attomies^ and die at- 
tomies felt no lefs fatisfadion, that they 
were not petti-foggers,fcrwenerSi and other 
meaner officers of the law. 

I As 
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As to the Army, far be it from me to 
conceal the truth. Every foldier's beha- 
viour was as undifmayed, and undaunted, 
as if nothing was to happen : I impute 
not this to their want of faith, but to their 
martial difpofition; though Icaimothelp 
thinking they commonly accompany their 
commands with more oaths than are re- 
quifite, of which there was no remarkable 
diminution this morning on the parade in 
St. James's park But poflibly it was by 
choice, and on confideration, that they 
continued this way of expreflion, not to 
intimidate the common foldiers, or give 
occaiion to fufpeft, that even the fear of 
damnation could make any impreflion, 
upon their (liperior officers. A duelw2& 
fought the fame morning between two 
colonels, not occafioned (as was reported) 
becaufe the one was put over the other's 
head; that being a point, which might at 
fuch a jundhire have been accommodated 
by the mediation of friends ; but as this 
was upon the account of a lady, it was 
judged it could not be put off at this time, 
above all others, but demanded immediate 
fatisBi^on: I am apt to believe, that a 

young 
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young ofHcer, who defired his furgecxi to 
defer putting him into a falivation till 
Saturday f might make this requeft out of 
fome opinion he had of the truth of the 
prophecy; for the apprehenfions of any 
danger in the operation could not be his 
motive, the furgcon himfelf having aflured 
me, that he had before undergone three 
fcvere operations of the like nature with 
great rengnation and fortitude. 

There was an order ifTued, that the 
chaplains of the feveral regiments fhould 
attend their duty ; but as they were dif- 
perfed about \xi feveral parts of England^ 
it was believed, that moft of them could 
not be found, or fo much as heard of, till 
the great day was over. 

Moft of the confiderable Physicians by 
their outward demeanor feemed to be 
unbelievers; but at the fame time, they 
every where infinuated, that there might 
be a peflilential tnalignancy in the «/r, oc- 
cafioned by the comety which might be 
armed againft by proper and timely me- 
dicines. This caution had but litde effcd ; 
for as the time approached, the chriftian 
resignation of the people cncreafcd, and 
4 moft 
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moft of them (which was never before 
known) had their fouls more at heart than 
their bodies. 

If the reverfend Clergy fhowed more 
concern than others, I charitably impute 
it to their great charge of fouls 5 and what 
confirmed me in this opinion was, that the 
degrees of apprehenfion and terror could 
be diflinguifhed to be greater ot lefs, ac- 
cording to their ranks and degrees in the 
church. 

The like might be obferved in all forts 
of minifters, though not of the church of 
England', the higher their rank, the more 
was their fear. 

I fpeak not of the Court, for fear of 
oiience ; and I forbeai' inferting the natnes 
of particular perfons, to avoid the imputa- 
tion of flander, (o that the reader will al- 
low the narrative muft be deficient, and is 
therefore defired to accept hereof rather as 
a {ketch, than a regular circumflantial 
hiftory. 

I was not informed of any perfons, who 
fhewed the leaft joy ; except three male- 
fcidors, who were to be executed on the 
Monday following, and one old man, aeon- 

Z ftant 
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ftant church-goer, who being at the point 
of death, exprefl Tome fatisfadHon at the 
news. 

On *thurfday morning there was little 
or nothing tranfadted in ^Change-aUey, 
there were a multitude of fellers, but fo 
few buyers, that one cannot afHrm the 
ftocks bore any certain price except among 
die Jews\ who this day reaped great 
profit by their infidelity. There were ma- 
ny who called themfelves chriftiam, who 
offered to buy for titne^ but as thefe were 
people oi great diftinBion, I chufe not to 
mention them, becaufe in effed it would 
feem to accufe them both of avarice, and 
infidelity. 

The run upon the bank is too weft- 
known to need a particular relation ; for it 
never can be forgotten, that no one peribn 
whatever (except the direBors themfelves, 
and fome of their particular friends and 
aflbciates) could convert a bill all diat day 
into fpecie ; all hands being employed to- 
ferve them. 

In the feveral chiurhes of the city and- 
fiiburbs there were feven thouland twa 
hundred and forty five, who publicklyand^ 

iblemnly 
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folemnly declared before the congregation, 
that they took to wife their feveral kept 
mijirejfes^ which was allowed as valid mar- 
riage, the priefts not having time to pro- 
nounce the ceremony in form. 

At St. Brides church in Fleetjlreet Mr. 
Woolfion (who writ againft the miracles of 
our Saviour) in the utmoft terrors of con- 
fciencC) made a publick recantation. Dr. 
* Mandevil (who had been groundlefsly 
reported formerly to have done the fame) 
did it now in good earneft at St. yaffles' s- 
gate\ as did alfo at the Temple church fe- 
veral gentlemen, who frequent coffee-houfes 
near the bar. So great was the faith and 
fear of two of them, that they dropt dead 
on the fpot ; but I will not record their 
names, left I fhould be thought invidiouily 
to lay an odium on their families and po- 
ilerity. 

Moft of the players^ who had very little 
faith before, were now defirous of having 
as much as they could, and therefore em- 
braced the Roman Catholick religion ; the 

* Author of 77jefaiU9f the tue, by (hewing that private 
hees, a book intended to Tub- vices are publick benefits, 
veit not only religion but vir- 

Z 2 fame 
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fame thing was obfcrved of fome bcmdsy 
and ladies of pkafure. 

An irijh gentleman out of pure friend- 
fhip came to make me a vifit, and advifed 
me to hire a boat for the enfuing day, and 
told me> that unlefs I gave earnefl for one 
immediately, he feared it might be too 
late J for his country-men had fecured al- 
moft every boat upon the river, as judging, 
that in the general conjlagration to be upon 
the water would be th&fafejl place. 

There were two hrds^ and three cotntmnr 
ersy who, out of fcruple of confcience, 
very haftily threw up their penfions, as 
imagining a penfion was only an annual 
retaining bribe. All the other great pen- 
lioners, I was told> had their fcniplies 
quieted by a clergyman or two of diftmcr 
tion, whom they happily confulted. 

It was remarkable, that feveral of our 
very richeft tradeftnen pf the city, in com- 
mon charity, gave away fhillings and fix- , 
p?nces to the beggars, who plycd about 
^he church-doors J and at a particular 
church in the city, a wealthy church-mar- 
den with hjs own hands diftributed fifty 
^welve-penny loaves to the poor by way 
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of reftitution for the many great and coftly 
feafts, which he had eaten of at their ex- 
pence. 

Three great ladies, a valet de chambre^ 
two lords, acuftom-houfe officer, five half- 
pay captains, and a baronet, (all noted 
gamefters) came publickly into a church 
at Wefiminjier^ and deponted a very con- 
fiderable film of money in the minifler^s 
hands 5 the parties, whom they had de- 
frauded, being either out of town, or not 
to be found. But fb great is the hardnefs 
of heart of this fi-atemity, that among ei- 
ther the noble, or vulgar gamefters, (though 
the profeflion is fo general) I did not hear 
of any other reftitution of this fort. At the 
ifame time I muft obferve that (in compa- 
rifon of thefe) through all parts of the 
town, the juftice and penitence oi^tUgb- 
way-meriy bmJe-breakersydsA common /«:4- 
fochetSy was very rem^-kable. 

The direSiors of our publick companies 
were in fuch dreadful apprehenfions, that 
one would have thought a parliamentary 
enquiry was at hand j yet fo great was their 
prefence of mind, that all the Thurfday 
morning was taken up v^privafe transfers, 

which 
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which by malicious people was thought 
to be done with dcfign to conceal their 
cfFeds. 

I forbear mentioning the private con- 
feflions of particular ladies to their hujbands ; 
for as their children were born in wedlock, 
dnd of confequence are legitimate, it would 
be an invidious tafk to record them as ba- 
ilards; and particularly after their feve- 
lal huibands have {o charitably forgiven 
them. 

The evening and night through the 
whole town were fpent in devotions both 
publick and private; the churches for this 
one day were fb crouded by the nobility 
and gentry, that thou^uids of common 
people were feen praying in the publick 
flreets. In fliort, one would have mought 
the whole town had been really and feri- 
oufly rel^ious. But what was very re- 
markable, all the diiferent perfuafions 
kept by themfelves, for as each thought 
the other would be damned, not one would 
join in prayer with the other. 

At length Friday came, and the people 
covered all the ftreets ; expeding, watch-^ 
ing and praying. But as the day wotq 

away^ 
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awayj their fears firft began to abate, then 

leflened every hour, at night they were 

almoft extittft, till the total darknefs, that 

hitherto ufed to terrify, now comforted 

Qwtty free-thinher2jaAatheift. Great num- 

■ bers went together to the taverns^ befpoke 

fuppersy and broke up whole hogjheads for 

. . joy. The fubjcd of all wit and converfa- 

tioii was to ridicule the prophecy, and 

railly each other. All the quality and gen- 

. ; '; try were perfeBly ajhamed) nay, fome ut- 

i.:.. terly "difowned that they had manifefted 

. ■•■ any .figns of religion. 

But the next day even the common 
people, as well as their betters, appeared 
in their ufual ftate of indifference. They 
drank, they whored, they fwore, they 
lyed, they cheated, they plundered, they 
• gamed, they quarrelled, they murdered. 
In fliort, the world went on in the old 
;> channel. 

I need not give any inftances of what 
will fo eafily be credited, but I cannot o- 
mit relating, that Mr. Wooljion advertifed 
in that very Saturday s Evening Poji a 
new Treatife againfl the miracles of our 
Saviour ; and that the few,, who had given 
I up 



344 A FAITHFUL NARRATIVE tte, 

up their penflons the day before, fbiicite^ 
to have mem continued ^ which, as they 
had not been thrown up upon any mini- 
fterial point, I am informed was readily 
granted. 
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